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This meao- summarises the qaptioned book which was copy 
righted 1954 and which is being maintained in the Bureau Library,. 

There are no direct and o , f the TBI, The Attorney 

ifeneraPs activities in oonhe'etion with the Harry Beater White case 
are oriticised, and it is noted that FBI reports fell short of com- 
pletely legal projSf of guilt, Thomas indicated that the FBI had 
been dragged into the White case as tf *• quasi— policymaking agency" 
and that policy making is no-h the function of the police, "least 
of all the secret police," He wrote that the FBI, among others f 
had ignored in oraotice the distinction between .conspiracy on one 
h^d:and neresy or dissent .from povularlv aooemea oeTre.r~ffn~~thwy _ 
ouner, t nomas questioned the FBI' h estimate of dancer o f Oo mmunTst S' 
Since pu die -opinion noiO tS'“STr" 'atrt>^»g- ogotnsi Communism* Thomas ' '' 

stated that the Director had placed Communist- Party membe.rship at 
about .21,000, The correct figure would be; about 24^000, He men- 
tioned- t^ab the Director :had estimated ten fallow travelers for 
every Communist, The Bir'ector has on several occasions stated that 
the Communists have -claimed this' ration The main inquir^ in'this 
book was intblthe application of Jeffersonian principles of freedom 
of speech, press and association -and the right of due process. This 
book pointed'^qut fallacies of Qqi^unism and dangers of licCarthyism, 
Acbording- to' 'Thomas, McCarthy /Is^more of a challenge to Jeffersonian 
ideals, than .Communism in this country, Thomas criticised the -McCarran 
and Smith Acts and suggested ‘they -be replaced, Thomas ■oriticised 
legislative inquiries' into subversion and recommended a special 
committee of distinguished. cjtisens for this .purpose. He wrote that 
tne communists got the martyrs.tney wanted in 'the ‘Rosenberg case and 

I that the sentence should }}.av.e been -opimuted since the conspiracy was 
to did an ally. He conoXUded with ihe.jstatement^neither Communism 
nor JldCarthyisr^ is the end to the American 'dream, 
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DETAILS 

■ PURPOSE! 

The purpose of -this memorandum is to summarise 
briefly the book entitled ”The Test of Freedom, " by Norman 
Thomas, published by ¥, W* .Norton and Company, Inc*,' Copyright 
1954, which is being maintained in the Bureau's Library* 



IDENTITT OF AUTHOR! 

Norman Thomas is a xoell’~known individual who was 
the Socialist Party candidate for President from 1988 until 1948 i 
He is the author of .a number of books and pamphlets , Sip 
address is 39A Grameroy Park, New YorkjCity* 

(Who's in America 1954-55) 



CRITICAL REFERENCES TO FBI : 

~ ' - -- - 1 j 

There are no references in this book which can be 
termed direct and strong criticism <f the FBI* The following 
statements are critical to some degree: 

(l) Page 10, Thomas discusses in the Preface the 
Harry Dexter White case and the recent activities ^of Attorney 
General Brownell in connection with that case. In connection 
with FBI reports on White, Thomast stated that "FBI charges 

I admittedly fell short of completely legal proof of guilt." - 
He stated that an ominous precedent was set by dragging 
the FBI into the White case as a "quasi-policymaking agency." 

He added that policy making is not the function of the 
policg Hieast of all the secret police," 

(8) Page 82* Thomas wrote that "high government 
officials, the FBI, Congressional investigating cormittees, 
and plain citizens in their efforts to discover subversion 
an^ drag conspiracy into the open are under imperative 
obligation, as Sidney Hook has ably insisted, sharply to 
distinguish between heresy, or dissent from popularly accepted 
belief, and conspiracy— an obligation sadly ignored in practice , " 

(S) Page 118, The FBI's estimate of the dangers 

I of Communism in this country is questioned by Thomas because 
the tides of public opinion now run so stron§.y against Communism, 
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OTHER REFERENCES TO FBT s 

The FBI and -the Director are mentioned a number 

« of times in this book and the more important references 
are set out under this section* 

(l) Page 62* The Director is quoted as placing 
the Communist Party membership at about 21,000* This figure 
apparently is mistaken since the Director placed the membership 
at approximately .24,000 as of September 30, 1953* (Reprint 
entitled “Where Do We Stand Today with Gommuniism in the V* S,P" 
from The American Legion Magazine , March, 1954) 

i 

Thomas stated that the Director had estimated, that 
there were ten fellow travelers or persons strongly influenced 

I by Communism for every Communist, It is noted that the Director 
has said several times that the Communists make this claim 
themselves* (Testimony of the Director before the House 
Suboommittee on. Appropriations, February 25, 1953,) 

(2) Page 81* Thomas wrote that the government is 
obligated to keep under the active watchfulness of the FBI 
the record of American Communism and the crimes committed, 
in its name, 

(3) Page- 83* The Director and others are credited 
with the estimate that there are between 700,000 and 1/000,000 
ex-members or disciplined- adherents of Communism in America, 

I The Director stated that there are an estimated 1,000,000 
persons other than Coimunist Party, members who irt one way or 
another hid the Communist Party, (Reprint entitled “How to Fight 
Communism" from Hewsweek of June 9, 1947) 

(4) Page 103* Thomas stated that there is no 
“well-grounded criticism" concerning the necessity for the 
FBI, that- its past- pro cddures have usually been proper and 
^that the Director's voice has usually been raised for reason, 

(s) Page 124, In discussing the need for official 
inquiry into acts of disloyalty and subversion, the legdl 
remedies for these acts -and punishment of them, Thomas stated 
that the FBI was properly prohibited by law from conducting 
such inquiry on its own authority and proKibited from giving 
publicity to the results of its inquiries* 

(6) Page 177* Thomas discussed the "book burning" 
which was a State Department problem in the overseas libraries 
recently. He criticized unrestricted book burning and stated 
\that it looked as if the FBI might have to conduct a loyalty 
linguirj^ on Mark Twain* 
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REVIEW OF THE BOOTt 
Preface 



Thomas here diacussea -the fact that Attorney General 
Brownell "raised the ghost of Harry Dexter White," Thomas 
stated that the Attorney General would have been Justified 
in this action only if thereby he could bring to justice 
guilty men now living or if he could learn how better to 
protect the administration, from Communist penetration and 
espionage, Thomas questions whether the Attorney General 
accomplished this, Thomas' indicates that the Director 
was dragged into this controversy by Brownell* 

Chapter I Introdncina the Subject and the Author 

Thomas declared, that his book is an inquiry 
into the application of Jeffersonian principles of freedom 
of speech, the press and association and the right of due 
process. He traces his own development into becoming a 
Sooialisi, » 




Thomas' eyes were opened to the true nature of 
Communism by the purge trials of 1936-1938 and Communist intrigues 
for power in loyalist Spain during the Civil War. 

Chapter II The Jeffersonian Ideal' in Practice 

In this chapter Thomas traces the history and 
growth of civil liberties in the United Sj.atea, He stated that 
there was no excuse and ho moral justification for the 
wholesale evacuation of Japanese and Japanese-Americans from 
the West Coast without trial or hearing at the beginning of 
World War II. - n a j 

Chapter III Communism, the Foe of Freedom ^ 

^he historical graibh of Communism and many of 
its fallacies are reported in this 'chapter, 

„ Thomas stated that in the Fall of 1946 Senator McCarthy 

thought it both safe and advisable to accept without protest 
or even explanation communist and pro-communist support in the 
\ ^en Republican primary in order to defeat Robert LaFollette, 

11 * the senatorial nomination," ucCarthyism is really the 
ally of the foe it purports to fight" according to Thomas, 

Chapter IV American Communism and Liberty 

Thomas declared that Communist strength is at a low 
ebb in the United S^tea today but it is not negligible. 



4 - 



/ 




/ “ 

0 

Uenorandum to Mr,* Michols 



He oiies the fact that there are seven unions which are 
dominated by Communism and that these unions have a total 
membership of between 300,000 and 400,000* 

The Attorney General’s list (that prepared on 
Executive Order 10450) is open to critic ism, according to 
Thomas, Thomas admits that most of the organisations on 
the Attorney General ’s list were started or were captured 
by Communists, He stated that lists compiled by state 
authorities are worse than lists compiled by the Afborney General* 

Thomas stated that among the worst of the McCarthy ist 
stupidities is the insistence that Communism is an unforgivable 
sin or a sin redeemable only by becoming an informer. 

Chapter 7 What Should We Have DoneP 

Thomas reported that the Liberals committed a serious 
error when they long minimised the Communist evil. He added 
that this error contributed to the rise of McCarthy ism* 

Communism has occasioned the Use of McCarthy ism^according 
^ho^s, , He reported that, within the U* 8,, McCarthy ism 
is a more widespread challenge to the Jeffersonian ideal than 
Communism, He declared that McCarthy ism is a kind of sixth 
column in support of Stalin ’s successors and that ”it too 
must be fought, ” 

Thomas stated that Louis Budens has given little 
trustworthy information on Communism and that this fact 
is probably because major leaders kept Budens from knowing 
much more than gossip during his activity in the Communist Party* 

Thomas states that there are certain rights which 
Communists, who are still loyal to the Communist Party, should 
I possess under our theory of freedom and he reported that 
j they are as follows t 

1* Due process of law* 

2* Private and secret speech regarding the 
advisability of changes in government should be protected 
so long as such discussion does’~not involve ”an overt act” 
in criminal conspiracy* 

3, The Communist Party should not be outlawed 
according to sound public policy* 'Thomas stated here that 
outioiory of the Communist Party would make it harder for' the 
FBI to keep tabs on Communist thought and activity* 
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4 « Thomas stated that, if it is unsound to outlaw 
the Communist Party by direct legislation, it is unsound to 
reach the sane end by such methods as the MoGarran Internal 
Security Act and the Smith Act, He stated that the McGarran 
Act places requirements on the Gommunist Party which are 
impossible to fulfill and the Smith Act has sent successive waves 
of Communist Party leaders to jail by trials, 

5 . Thomas stated that Gommunists have a right to 
ioork but not in positions where espionage and so forth are 
possible. He reported that there can be no objection to 
Communists acting in plays, or*^he radio or on television 
which is in the open and which action can be judged on its 
own merits. He declared, however, that Gommunists have 
no right to teach, Thomas concludes this chapter with the 
statement that he does not approve the clumsy laws and 
administrative procedures which have been invoked to save 
us from Communism, 

Chapter 71 McCarthy ism and Liberty 

According to Thomas, McCarthy has made himself 
'the symbol of militant opposition to insidious' disloyalty" 
in the public mind. Senator McCarthy is discussed in this 
chapter and his rise to his present, position in national 
affairs, • ^ 



Thomas declared that the fear and suspicion which 
McCarthy ism expresses and increases is the worst feature 
of McCarthy ism. 

Chapter 7II The Smith and McGarran Acts 



These two Acts are discussed by Thomas in this 
chapter. Trials under the Smith Act are discussed, Thomas 
stated that about the best that can be said for the trials 
in 19^ the 11 top Communists leaders is that these ^ 
trials have-' established many important facts about organised 
Communism, He nofted that these facts were available years 
ago at a lower price to our country and its ideals. Me declared 
that these trials have not made the United States safer against 
its enemies and that they have not strengthened a popular 
sense of security, 

Thomas recommended that the Smith Act be replaced 
by a comprehensive law on sedition which would make it an 
offense (1) for an individual or a group to teach espionage 
or sabotage of security operations , (8) for a private, secret 
or semi-secret military body to be advocated or formed, (3) for 
an individual or conspiratorial group to advocate acts of 
force or violence immediately directed to the overthrow of 
the government on any level, ' 
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According to Thojms, the MoGarran Act has one. 
good features but in effect, "it is a clumsy .and expensive 
indirect my of outlawing the. Communist Party and various 
of its fronts,." 

Chapter 7111 Legislative Investigations and Individual Rights 

Thomas reported that, "Congress has, on the whole, 
served the public interest well by' legislative inquiry," 

He stated that it is a legitivmte' legislative inquiry to 
make inquiry into acts but that inquiry into opinions and 
beliefs is not legitimate, 

Thomas discussed in this chapter the history of 
Congressional inquiries which started with the 1936 Special 
Committee, on Un-American Activities of the House, Thomas 
that Communist activities must be the subject of 
inquiry but he .suggests^ that the proper method .of inquiry 
would be through a cpmmissidn of distinguished citizens • 

.appointed especially for this purpose, 

„ According to .Thomas', present criticism of Congressional 
inquiries is directed toward the subject matter of investigations, 
the technical procedures , and the efforts to manipulate 
publicity to catch headlines and to gain personal or partisan 
advantage, Thomas criticized the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities for its fishing expedition into loyalty in churches, 

Thomas stated that there is. a great need for 
procedural reform in Congressional inquiries. He' again 
CT’.itioized the Attorney General^s list of subversive organizations 
^ with, the statement that hearing's often come after an organization 

( has been listed and after the .darjMge. has been done, Thomas 
pahted .put that there is no legal Justifioationo for claims 
of rights under the Fifth Amendment on the part of ^ innocent 
people. He added however, that it would be well for committees 
to respect reluctance of citizens and to refrain from contempt 
citations unless there is involved very grave danger to peace 
and safety. 

Chapter U Lovaltv and Security Tests 

Thomas stated that the Rosenbergs were guilty but 
that their sentences should have been commuted s inoe th’e conspiracy 
was to aid an allyp. The Communists got the martyrs they wanted, 
according to Thomas, He added that the "Communists prefer unjust 
convictions or convictions which' can be exploited rather than 
acquittals at the hands of 'capitalist' courts," The Communists 
have no fear, that the Rosenbergs will talk, according to Thomas, 
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Thomas stated that the accused should have certain 

1 protections which le does not now have* The protections 
should be as follows. 



1, Searing boards should hot be designated from within 
government departments -by department heads but should be 
appointed by FedSTul. courts from distinguished members of’ the 
bar or others specially qualified who are not dependent upon' 
the favor of department heads. 



2, ' Such, boards should be- given great latitude to 
examine confidential informants’, 

3, ^ Boards should’ be allowed to recommend transfer 
to less sensitive fobs when the ■'questions is on competence 
and, trustworthiness and not oh' loyalty, 

4* An employee should be continued for a reasonable 
tine at his work^so that he can prepare his defense instead 
of being suspended as soon as formal charges are posted,. 

Chapter X McCarthy ism at State and Local Levels 



Thomas discussed here certain state statutes and 
enforcement in the field of security, . He stated that the 
states have been effective to -a degree’ in enforcing penalties ^ j- 
against “subversive'* orgahisatiqn- and that their ohddf activity 
has been in the field of loyalty oaths , Thomas -reported, that 
loyalty oaths have cauffht no secret Communists,, According 
to Thomas, the evidence in our public schools does not warrant 
a general anti-Communist crusade in that field. He stated 
that the teaching profession should fudge the books used as 
texts in schools. 



Chapter II Unions, Bddio-TVi and .Communist Suavects 



Thomas stated that Communists “are not bari'ed from 
membership in most unions, at least as long as the Communist 
does not employ tactics which originally got the Communist 
in trouble. He added that some unions bar C.omnunihta from office 
tften /row membership, Thomas .stated tlMt he doubted 
Act had helped the situation by retiring. 

I officers of unions to take non-Communiats oaths,, Thomas asked 
Are not Communism and McCarthy ism sisters under the skin in 
respect to intolerance?" 

Chapter III The Future o.f Freedom 

Thomas declared that a continuance in-, the present trend 
■would lead us to the point where we would risk losing to bur 
enemy by our very contempt for freedom which first aroused our fears. 




« * 



P 0 

Menorandun to Ur^, Nichols June 14, 1954 



According to Thomas, the American government is terribly 
handicapped by the burden of McCarthy ism as it enters into 
the new feeling about Russia and Communism, in the West* 

Thomas stated that dt loorst the evolution in Russia toward 
reasonableness and in America toward MoCarthyism would 
lead to ppTioe- states in both countries which would 
\ sooner or later drench the earth in blood » Thomas concluded 
Iftis book with the statement that "it is for us to prove that 
^neither Comunism nor MoCarthyism is the end of the' American 



& 



n 



r. 9 - 



dream* 










V 












November' 21^ 1955- 




Mr* M, P, ))urkee 
D urkee *k..C dmp 
A tlanta , 

Dear Mr* Durkee:- 

Tour letter- dated Soveuber 10, 19SS, with 
enclosures, has been received, and I appreciate the 
concern prompting you to bring this information to 
my attention* 

While I would' like to be of service, the 
tSI is an investigative agency, and I am precluded, 
from offering advice on the matter's in which you 
expressed an interest* 

Sincerely yours, 

3, Sd&ax Hvovor 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



MOTS: Correspondent enclosed Norman Thomas, Socialist 



Party, literature, 
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ON M-33, SHORTEST ROUTE 
TO THE STRAITS OF MACKINAC 
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NORMAN THOMAS 
112 East 19th Street 
New York 3, N. Y. 



October 2?^ 1955 



Dear Friend: 

I would like to call your attention to IBfiRICA, the monthly review 
and news bulletin which is devoted exclusively to Spanish affairs, 

America's relations vdth Spain are important to Americans. Why? 
Because we are Investing billions^ of -“dollars*^ in ^aix and naval bases in 
that geographically strategic area. 

But should military strategy reduce itself to a mere question of 
geography? What about the human factors? How reliable is the government 
with Y/hich we have made this agreement? What about the Spanish people, 
and the conditions of their life in Spain today? 

According to the Spanish-American agreements of September^ 1953 ^ 
at a time of araed aggression America will have to get permission from 
General Franco for the use of our bases in Spain. What is there to guar- 
antee that at such a time this permission r/ouid be granted? 

As IBfiRICA has warned, the existence of a new Moscow-Madrid axis 
is becoming increasingly apparent. Spain's commercial treaties with the 
Soviet and Soviet satellite countries, Molotov's recent de facto recog- 
nition of the Ff^co goveriunent, and other events are indications of a 
new rapprochement between the two totalitarian countries. New, yes, but 
inevitable, because, after all, the totalitarian countries should under- 
stand each other: they speak the same .laiigi^ge. 

All of these matters are reported and discussed in the pages of 
IBSRICA by competent authorities . Edited by an outstanding Spaniard, 
victoria Kent, most of its contributors are Spaniards , both from within 
and outside of' Spain. IB^RICA is, in short, the expression of democratic 
Sp^, of the Spain which, in a political sense, does speak otir language. 
That is why I tldnk it is important for us to listen to what IBfiRICA has 
to say. 



Sincerely yours. 




Norraan Thomas 




^*IbMca is published in this land of the free 
as a reminder that freedom is indivisible 
and tyranny contagious; and as a living token 
of the hope that the land of the free 
will not forsake the Spanish people in their 
struggle for freedom.” 

SALVADOR DE MADARIAGA 



“Support of Ibirica today is an action 
taken with faith m the ultimate triumph of 
freedom over totalitaiianisms of right 
and left. I commend this publication for its 
determination to print the truth about 
Spain today, and to keep alive the spirit of 
the real Spain, which is eternal.” 

NORMAN THOMAS 

Some articles appearing in current issues: 

VICTOR ALB A : 

Illegal Culture 

ALBERT GAM U S : 

An anniversary: July 19 




JEAN GAS sou I 

Spain on the threshold of history 

V. R. HAYA DE LA TORRE: 

Declaration of allegiance 
SALVADOR DE MADARIAGA: 

Men and history dn' Spain 



is a bulledn of infonnation on Spam^ ^fairs, sponsored by a group of 
Americans who believe that Spain’s struggle for freedom is an unforgettable 
part of nm*s universal struggle for freedom, which must be fought unceasingly 
on cveiy front against every form of totalitarianism. 



Editor: 

VICTORIA KENT 

Honorary ehairmen: 
SALVADpR DE MADARIAGA 
NORMAN THOMAS 



adol'fosalazar: 

Manuel De Falla 

EMMANUEL ROBLES: 

North Africa and Republican Spain 

JOSE MA..DE SEMPRUN GURREA: 

Diverse ^Catholic political positions 

RAMON SENDER ; 

Two opposed strate^es 



NORMAN THOMAS: 

What price bases? 



UNCENSORED : 

Monthly reports from 
our correspondents in Spain 



CLAUDE G. BOWERS: 



“In these days of news suppressions and 
misrepresentations IbSrica is important to 
all who would know the truth. The 
illustrious names in Spanish literature among 
I the contributors, such as Madariaga 
and Ramon Saidcr, give assurance of 
I distinction of style and depth in thought. It 
should appeal to all friends of 
“^ff^om ahd'^emocracy.^^ 

VAN WYGK BROOKS: 

“I always read Ib&rica with fascinated 
interest. The temporarily lost cause of 
the anti-Franco Spanish Republic will always 
be dear to everyone who hopes for a 
free and just world. I am grateful to 
Ibirica not only for keeping this cause 
alive in American minds but also for enlisting 
the most brilliant and sympathetic writers.” 



ALFRED KAZIN: 



^^Ibirica seems to me one of the few 
links left between the democratic consdence 
of America and the Spanish people. 

I have been a subscriber to it almost from 
its inception, and read it with gratitude 
for the news it gives me of Spain. I admire 
its quiet but firm, dissent from mob 
,, opinion at the present time, and I have utter 
. conridence in its thoroughly humane 
and anti-totalitarian principles.” 



ST.AT EM E NTS-B Y— S O M E-O F— T H E 
READERS OF IBiRICA 



HERBERT L. MATTHEWS: 



“I find IbSricc^z. most useful and 
interesting, publication! It bi^gs inc; 
information about Spdn that. I could. not get 
from other roufces and I have not^d.that > . ^ 
you ^ able ?tQ get m/mpv^iyc ^ , 

list of contributors to the magazine.” 
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IbSrica is published in English and Spanish editions, 
on the tifteenth of every month. Send for a sample copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: 

$3.00 for one year 
$5.00 for two years 

PUBLISHED BY: 

The Ihiriea TvhUshing Co. Inc. 

112 East 19 Street 
New York 3, N. Y. 

j- ) 









MARIANNE MOORE: 

^‘IbSrica is resolute and undeceived — one 
unequivocally disinterested voice, raised 
on behalf of civic honesty and the 
cause of free men.” 



ARTHUR SCHLESINGER, JR.: 

*^IbSnca deserves all our thanks for 
helping keep alive the hope of a free 
and democratic Spain.” 




Ootober Ilf 1954 






Ur, Jforaan f horns 

Ghairaan, Adninistrative Coamittee 
Aiierioaa Gonaiitee for 

Cultural freedom. Incorporated 
35 Vest S3rd Street ' 

Mew York 19, Mem York 

Dec r r • Th owx$ : 

I,t,h *0 aoinmuige the 

ooanuntcatton^ 

Sxecutiue caused In inquiry 

reference is made JlYi/tmlter ^ I wish to advise you / 

to be mde concerning this matter^ »w,.^rtn af ^ 

of Investigation, ^ 

because of the confidential nature of the ea 

\ureau and the fact that infomation S 

files is, in acooirdanGe with an order of th -piwAhtA ® 

{+i^rne« Oenerol, reetrioied to off total uee^ j ^m^nalfle 
r to g^L Tou Artie r e^ith respect to your ipu^y.^ , 

~ ' I TTOTEB-S I O^^aS d^ii^k^l&Ayourl^^i^ * * S 

- 0Cri^l954> / 5 , I 
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COMM^e 



^LOV/: 



/ 3, lE^ror 

^^PWeo-Bovyojjw^ 

Aiyaf® 






See 







K-0?S ON YELLOW:, - 

The most recoxit corrospondenco by the Bureau to 
Mr. Th-tnas appeared on letter dated March 31, 1951}., and boro 
the salutation "Dear Mr. Thomas’* and the comolirnentary 
closing "Sincerely yours” (100-31862-11). 
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Mr. Sol director 

:::.hM caUed to iny attentioa*a"letter from you » 

' ■■ In answer to hlb Septenbar 17, 

7' , the case of Mr. Murray Waauv f" ' J 

;*;'« I have axaminW.thia. correspondence, anciX.g^^t 

'^ ^'^ifficult to relate yotn^^aWBir^r to the inquiry nsad^. 15 ?; tnie 

iSSito. W, diferaiS-to Uam »t 

-tained in FBI avare that such ^ . 

7^tion is confid€nti*l!An<i, AwUable for offlc^, .u» e fQ I^» 
■frOfe^were troubled by 'the 'fa(rt?''that unevaluated i^orwt^wr 
I’f Mr. Wax* 8 JBI ?}3.'R:'3^7!&eEbdl7 supplied ^ ' 

'•* Fto the Chicago Board_ of^^Won, • 
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I ^to tne onicago noara 4 

*5fax vae fired from Wright Junior 

deprived of his opportunity^ tO' earn a living 
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I assure you"' that-wo^would not have 
•artist Mr. Wax in we had not J^«eiv^ JJf, 

l,iion responsible ontil^oesnanlsts on the 
Uni'wrsi^ of Chicago, Wrt-e Hr. Wax worked untl^^^c^.™ 
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ftl AA.T*Ance . althoujUik^ 

« l Chicago Board of Bducatlosr advised him that he ¥M> teela^- dis- 
•'t Pissed because of Bujli^„.. 
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appeal to your good Judgment in this natter and trust that a 
r^y from you will indleato some vsjr In uhich this natter can 
be prosptly cleared up. For details of the case« I refer you 
to the original correspondence and enclosed documsnts. 



Sincerely yours « 





HorB»n*"Tbcma8 

Chatman^ Aonihistrative Coozalttee , 
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IfORMN^OKAS- 

laSCSLLAIffiOUS I!JFOI?M^riON CONCERNING 
IS-R 

-A highly confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable info In the past, and whose identity nay not be disclosed i 

advised on 4/5/56, that ITORIIAN THO>!AS, I 
^ 3d inr, contacted Soviet Ambassador GEOHGX ‘ 

ZABl-Bp to i^uire if present Soviet policy of rehabilitating 
victims of aPALIN extends to Socialists EHRLICH and ALTER, He 
also asked what would be done about iCALmCKS and others of 
autonomous regions, THOHAS indicated he has not released the 
text of his inquiries to the press, but ho reseirved >the right to 
do so and to release any reply he might receive. ” 



¥F0 indices contain numerous roferences‘‘'to NCR^!AN lliOMAS 
former presidential candidate and official of th^Socialist Partv. * 



none of which pertain to r^his cpatapt., 
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HE, msm 

fhe attached note reads as follows: 

dSS 

"J)eor Lo«- 

1 

fhU is the letter I Mentioned to you and 
believe it should counteract the Misinformation in 
the Ilomrd letter, even though it is written' 
in a different context, 




Mr^ 

M' NWtfS& 
Mr. BlattJni((iC. 
Mr. Belni 'nt 
Mr Mason... 

Mr. Mohr.*^ 
Mji^rsons. 

Mi 

Mf, T.'ifnm 
Mr. N'MI" ^ 
Mr. Winl''rwd„ 
Tole. Room , ^ 

Mr. H iHoman 

Miss Gandy*,. _ 




If fliring Femn)" 










4 




6 



'-f memo 

I from p !!™£. 



IRVING FERMAN 









,/LAW REPORTER PRINTING 

I EHClO?5,''f 



JfW T’FCORBSB 
151 PEB 16 



8 FfeB 13 1958 



# W 

NP \ \ 






go sIb 28 ’956 



t 



c - 



.0 

• p 



Y 




February 6, 1956 




i 



Hon» Adlai Stevenson 
231 So. LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr* Stevenson: 

• I am writing this open letter to you because in 

a speech 1 had expressed substantial agreement with your rejection 
of the Eisenhower proposal for a non-partisan commission to investi- 
gate charges "that Negro citizens are being deprived of their right 
to vote and are likewise being subjected to unwarranted economic*^ 
pressures." You told tFxe public on a television interview that 
there was law enough if the Department of Justice would act to en- 
force it, I inclined to that belief and in addition felt that the 
commission might be used to bury complaints or evade action. Many 
circumstances have led me to change my mind. Inquiry in Washington 
convinces me that the Deoartment of Justice is doing all that it 
can for civil rights under existing legislation, and that the ad- j 

ministration does not want to bury complaints in the commission but' 
to gain firm, reliable information and recommendations t n a le\ el 
above campaign politics. 



i. 



_ , I am, therefore, asking you to re-examine your 
position on this bi-partisan commission. I am neither a Democrat 
nor a Republican but as an American citizen long concerned ovur the 
race problem and familiar with the atmosphere of presidential cam- 
paign years, 1 believe present dangerous tensions, can much more 
easily be dealt with by government and people if the President's 
suggestion is curried out by oi-partisan action. And that promptly. 
Indeed the commission might oe instructed to make a preliminary 
report within two months af ter it is established. 



1 am greatly concerned by circumstantial reports 
I haye gathered concerning the growth of bitterness, the imminence 
of violence, increasing restrictions on the .exercise of suffrage 
(especially in Mississippi) and the ina»>ility of the Department of 
Justice even to get indictments under imperfect legislation in a 
hostile atmosphere. Complaints ate not confined to the South, 
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i:un. Adlai Stevenson 



February 6, 1956 



T-ere is danger that dramatic outbreaks will destroy much of our 

can p^.eit 

trlgedy^and to vindicate American regard for the humblest of our 
fellow ci tizens . 

Thef-efore, the commission should get us facts 
about; (1) denials of' the right to vote . threats of violence or 
discrimination in state laws and their administration; U) the 
cKtcnt of migration out of certain regions because 
( 3 ) 11 e of social and economic pressures against -Negroes 

;.rih whites who mav challenge the prevailing local sentiment, 
r i n vl4ral Se conduct of groups, white or colored, w i ch may 
turn front the «a,vs of <te,ocracy to iUecol or violent action. 

In my desire to ^et bi-par ti sai*! attention to 
this situation I am sending copies of 

and minority leaders of the House and Senate and to -lessrs. 
sfra^erand llarri.an .ho al.o seen the Kcnooratic no»inaUon 
I'nr the presidency. The issue of plain justice to our t eliow 
citizU's' should be removed from purely partisan politics. It as 
nissi )le Ual you gentlemen may thin, that faster action could . e 
!aken were ?he President to appoint Ms o.n noo-partisan co«.i salon. 
iSfLlh at'ion would lose most of iU value uoless Democratic 
leaders should endorse it. 

After allowing time for my letter to reach jou, 

I shall release it to the press. 

Believe me, 



Sincerely yours, 



NT;S 



Norman Thomas 
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©VERNMENT 



4-^24-56 




SUBJECT: 






Mason » 
Mohr^ 
Parsons 
Rosen — 
Tamm — , 
Nease _ 
Wioterro^ 



>7Wo-/ ;S= 

. Irvin^feerman called me on April 23 to advlse^at'the Wiote^wd 

^C^So^ll Committee is stepping up their campaign and is sending letters 

|[ i V ipertainmg to the letter^§ of. Professo^>erkiris j Ferman anH' Green 

/ (^dressed to Bertran^^ussell, claiming that the,Fermaii letter and 

Perkins letter are incomplete. They have-been making a play to Nprm^ Thomas. 

- 

Ferman, on the other hand, has been seeking to coiinteract this ' 
and states he has been making considerable headway. Ferman stated diat -he 
l&ought that it would be very helpful if I could sit down with Norman TKoinas on 
I Saturday April 28, vdien Thomas was in town for a few moments .to disLChss " - 

this over-all problem; vdth him. Ferman stated that he could guarahte^^at 
such a conference would be off ^e record if we so desired. 1 

' i.told him I would be very happy to see’ Thomas, if he felt it would 

‘ do good. I do not know whether this is a waste of time, but certaihiy ho 
; harm' could come from it. 
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Office • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 






Mr. Tolson 






date.4/26/56 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 




L. B. Widfaols 



bison 




/c-l 



Tolson 
Nichols 
Boardman 
Belmo^ 
Mason— 
Mohr 



With- reference to.;&e Director’s notation that nothing can 
be gained by talkihe with Norman^homa s. I frankly did. not re$.lish the 
idea of even seeing Thomas, howeverj. I agreed to do so primarily 
because Irving Fernm thinks he is makihg headway with him. I.just 
jwonder now after having agreed to'-see Thomas if we might not do more harm 
jby canceling the appointment than by gdng ^ead and seeing him. 
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DATE: 
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SUBJECT: 



NORMAN THOMAS; SOCIAUS^ 
PROPOSED BUREAU 

SYNOP 
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Tolsott 
Boardman _ 
' Nichols ^ 

Belmont 

j Harbo 

Wohr 

' Parsons 

/ Rosen - 

U'^ T.mm 

^ Sizoo 

1> Timerrowd . 

Tele, Room 
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Norman Thomas is to ^ee you Sateday, April 28, 19j56/ 

"5 Bureau files contain thousands o£ref,arehces to Thorny. This, memorandum restricted 
^tp main file. Thomas has not been subject ot-FBl investi^tioh; He was born-in Ohip- 
Iin i884; is, Princeton graduate; was ordained Presb 3 ^erian minister inT'^ii; has beenr 
'' Hef^atedcSix times as Soci^st Party candidate 'for JPresidenby resides arid has offices. 

\in ifew York, Over Ihe years, Thoinasdias*bsan.af£iJla±ed, or his name- has been as- 
soc\i^ed^witirm^y subversive or^nizations. JnT956 he stated that there was a united 
* front period in ihe 1930’s in which Socialists: and communists worked together in v^ious 
countries but that this ended with the, ’’deal” between Stalin and Hitler. Thomas has 
A ej^ressed opposition to anti-cominvinist legislatiqn and- joii^Mrs. Ropsevelt in plea 
' •for release of communists imprisoned under the Smith Act in 1955. A book by Thomas , 
publish|,d in 1954 concerning Harry Dexter WMte case and danger of communisin did. 
not reflect favorably on FBI and criticized '’McC^Jb^lgi" and the McCarr^ and 
Smith Acts.^ In October, 1954, the Director wrote/^reply to letter from him inferring 
that Murray Wax was fired on basis of -inforination supplied to Chicago Board of Educa- 
tion from Wax's FBI file. On February 6, 1956, Thomas wrote Adlai Stevenson an 
open letter concerning Stevenson*^ rejection of President Eisenhower's proposal for- 
establishment of non-partis^ commission to investigate charges that Negro citizens 
are being deprived of right to vote arid m*e being: subjected to unwarranted economic 
pressures. 'Thomas stated he was, convinced that the Department of Justice was do'mg 
all it could for civil. fights under .existing legislation arid that the Adiriinistration doeP 
not want to "bury** complaints in the non-partisan, cpihmissioh but to gain firm,^^^ble? 
information and recommendatipns. > Thomas noted he was concerned by reports-'Cpncern- 
ing ^owth of' bitterness, imminence Of violence, -increasing restrictions on voting arid 
inability of Department of Justice to get ihdibtments under imperfect legislation in a 
hostile atmosphere. He favors establishment. pf nPn-partisan commission. Highly 
confidential soimce advijsed Washingtori^Field Office that Thomas contacted Soviet 

: Ambassador Zarubin April 5^ 1956', to inquire if Soviet policy of "rehabilitating** 

victims of Stalin extends to Socialists. Irving Fermari of American Civil 
Liberties Union told you in December, 1955, that Thomas took the. Fimd for the 
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Republic to task and told Fef man he has kno'wn.Hutchins for m^y ^ears, but 
at a' recent conference, Thomas had, for the first time, seen Hutchins shed 
his demeanor of ^rogance. In 1955 Thomas openly favored U. S. i;ecognition 
of Red China and seating of Red CMna. in.'.U. N. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

None. For, information. , 




in his book, "The Test of Freedom" in 1954> Thomas said Rosenbergs 
were guilty, but'their sentences should have beeh commuted sinc,e conspiracy, 
was to aid ally; thatccommxmists got naartyrs they wanted; that communists 
prefer unjust convictions or convictions which can be exploited rather than 
acquittals in^"capitalist" courts, 
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Memo to Mr. I^ichols Q 



ApQ27, 1956 




DETAILS 

The purpose of this' memorandum is. to briefly provide 
identifying data concerning Normaa Thomas who is to see you tomorrow. 

JBufiles contain thousands of references to Thomas; and this memorahduh) is 
restricted to his main file. 

Norman Thomas has not been the subject of an FBI 
investigation. < 3 . 

w ciPu-m yyi 

Norman Mattoo^homas was bornJnJMarion,LQMoy^ ^ 

Novem ber.J.884. He received'the A.B. and Litt.D. at Princetoii in 1^05 and 
1932; the B.D. at Union Theological Seminary in 1911 and was ordained a 
Presbyterian minister in 1911. Thomas has been defeated six times, as the 
socialist candidate for the U. S. Presidency ; He has written niunerous articles 
books aSHlSs^t^^^ widely as!.a lecturer. 'Jle lives in Huntington, 

New York, and has offices in New York- City. 





Over the years, Thomas has been affiliated,' or his name Jhas 
been associated, with a number of subversive organizations. In. this regard,- 
Thomas was quoted in February^ 1956, as having recalled the united front 
period of theJ930*s in which the socMists and- communists worked together in 
various countries and as haying commented, ’’The end. of it was the. deal between 
Stalin and Hitler,, a deal making possible the second world war,, and all the woes 
that came upon us. . . in my judgment, communisna in action economically is 
reaUy state capitalism not socialism,- not true socialism."^ (61-10767A; 
6iyp767-25) 



Thomas's name, frequently has appeared in. the »'Daily Worker. " 
These references largely have been.tihfavorable of him and the Socialist Party., 
However, Thomas has. expressed opposition to anti-communist legislation 
and has been favorably, quoted by the Conimunist .Party in this^ re^rd. In 
August, 1955, he criticized the Army's security program as having wrongfully 
placed disloyalty labels on many young men,, thereby damaging their future job 
prospects when they were discharged. In 1955,: he joined Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt 
in the plea for release of communists imprisoned under the Bmith Act, 
(61-10767-A) 



"Theifest of Freedom^" a book hy Thomas published in 1954, 
deals, in part, with the Harry Dexter White^c,ase.and the danger of communism, 
hi this book, Thomas says that the FBPs^rhpopts icen/ ut White admittedly fell? "" 
short of completely legal proof of'guilt; that an ominous precedent was^set by 
dragging the FBI into the White case as a "quasi-policymaking agency»y' which, 
should not be a function of the police,^"least of all the secret police"; that he 
questions the FBFs estimate of the dangers of commimism in America because 
public opinion now runs strongly against communism, 

: 2 - 
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‘'The Tesi,of Freedom” alleges that the FJBI, among other's,- had 
ignored mlpractice toe distinction, between conspiracy oh the iQfteii’hanS and 
heresyshCLdissentfrompopularly accepted, belief on the other. It pr eseihs 
Thomas'-js views .oftohfalbcies:of cbmrauhism and the .dangers of 
criticizes toe McCarijan' and Smith Acts and criticizes legislative inquiries^to 
subversion. (61-10767-27) - 

In October^ 1954, the .Director: wrote Thomas„iri .reply to a letter 
from .him. inferring that Murray Waxj,was fired from Wright^JQhij^ College on. 
toe basis of information from his FBI file which was. supplied to the Chicago 
Board of Education. The Director ^vised Thomas of the '.confidential nature 
of Bure^ files apd that the JBureau does: not recommend clearance or non- 
clearance of .persons. This corresppndehbeiwas Jhad in connection with Thomas's 
position as chairman. of the .Administrative .Cominittee of the America Committee 
for Cultural Freedojpn, (61-10167-2.7)' 

On February .6, .1956, Thomas, wrote Adlai Stevenson ain open 
letter with reg^d to,^evens6n's rejection .ol President Eisenho'wer's proposal 
for establishment of a non-partisan commission to investigate charges that 
Negro citizens ar^ being deprived of their right to vote and are being subjected 
to imwarf anted economic pressureSi. JThomas. noted that he had.^reed with 
dtevenson that "there was jaw enpughtif thue.jiepartment.pF.dustice. would .act to 
enforce it, " and he felt .toe jnon-jp^tiS.^jcommiSsioh might be. used to'toury 
complaints or evade action/^; Thomas ad^sed'Bteverispri, Abwever,- that he had 
changed his mind; that inquiry^in Washington, convinced h^ Department pf 
Justice was-dbtog allit'canddr civil rights, under ejdstin^ legislation. arid that the 
administration .does not want .to bury 'cpmplaants jiri,. the .comzriission but to g a in 
firm, reliable information arid recommendations, on a .level above' campaign 
politics. Thomas asked Stevenson to re-examine hisi(Steverisori*'s) position on 
toe. conunission, Thomas noted that.he,was:.^reatly concerried by "circumstantial” 
reports concerning.the.growth pf -bitterness,' jbeiinunirience. of violence, 
increasing restrictions on the exercise of isiiffrage.' and ;the. inability of the 
Department of Justice to get;indictnaents under -imperfect, le^slation in a hostile 
atmosphere; that cony)latnts are not- confined, to the: South. .He<f elt the commission 
should get facts about.(l) ' denials of the right to vote by threats of violence or 
discrinmation in- state laws' and their^dmdnistratibn; (2) ;the extent ofonigration 
from certain reg^il^because pf fear;..(3) use-of^pci^-and,jecpnpiriic pressures 
^inst Negroes and whites who may ch^lenge the prevailing local sentiment; 

(4) conductl of groups, y^hite or colored, which may turn from the ways of 
democracy to illegal or .violent ajctipn. ( 61 r- 1076 i' 3 ) 

Tlnough a highly confidential;..source, the Washin^on. Field Office 
learned feat'Thomas had ‘contacted Soviet-Ambassador .Georgi IZarubin on 
_AprH-5, 1956y to inquire if the present Soviet policy .of "rehabilitating” victims 
of Stalin emends to socialists Ehrlich and Alter,, who .were jexecuted^s well.asto 
others.' Thomas indicated that he reserved'.the right to release any replydrom 
the Ambassadpi: to toe press, ) 

In connection with Thomas's visit tomorrow^ it is of interest to 

- COp^NTlfll* 
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lilemo to Mr, Nichols 




C^ril 27,- 1956 



note that several references in his file show a strong tendency ,00 
part to speak of releasing matters to the press, 

1 




By memorandum dated December 23, 1955, you advised 
Mr, Tolson that h-ving Ferman, of the .^erican Civil Liberties Union, 
told you that the American Committee of Cultural Freedom had a committee 
consisting of Norih^ Thomas, Sidney ifobk and others who had conferred 
witSFobertM. jlutchins^ Paul Jacobs and Ben Seg^; that Thomas, and Hoofc 
took the Fund for the Republic to task and Thomas specifically told Ferm^ 
that he has known Hutchins for m^y ye^s and at the recent conference, for 
the first time, Hutchks - shed his demeanor of arrogance. (100-391697-325) 




J&i 1955, Thomas e^qpressed himself as favoring U, S, recognition 
of Red China and the seating of Red China hi the. United JNations, He also called 
for universal disarmament ^d the elin^ation jif weapons of mass destruction 
as. a means of msuring world peace, (100-40 -A,- Washington Star of 3-12-55) 



ADDENDUM: - . , > 

April 27,, 1956.. GW,G:hma in ’’The Test of JFreedom” Thomas 
stated that the Rpsenpergs. were.guilty but that their sentences should have been 
commuted since the conspiracy was to aid sdlyj that the commimists got the 
martyrs they 5 vanted;,that "commimits-prefer im just convictions, or convictions 
which can be ejq)lpited rather than Acquittals at the hands of *capitalisU’*courts‘’j 
and that/, communistshad no fear the •Rosenbergs would taUc. 
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a Memorandum 



SUBJECT; 



Mr. Tolson ]j 
% /I 



L. B. Nichols -p j 
NORMANTHOMAS 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DA-m 5/1/56 



-ALL INFORMATION CONTi 



f On Saturday, 4/28/56, I saw Norman Thomas an d Irving 

German,, the \^shington representat ive of t he Ameyican. Civil Ldberties 
Union_j;^ This turheH“6utToTje*more“of"a courtesy call tiian anything else. 
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B oarJt niif*C 

Mohr^ 

Parsons _ 
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Nease 
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Norman Thomas stated that he had never quarrfeled top vicnentlyv ? 
I with the FBI; that on the other hand, he had always felt the FBI did an honest. 

I job although he flatly did not like the Smith Act and opposed eyer 3 dhing connected 
with the Smith Act, however, there was nothing personal so far as the Bureau is 
concerned, it was gust his own personal feelings which he conceded could be 
wrong. 

. Thomas brought up on his own volition the Committee w Free 

Sobell ahd-stated that a lot of people had been pushing him to take up the cudgels, W 
of this committee. I.told Thomas that I naturally had followed his career over 
the years with a great deal of interest; that I certainly admired the strong stand.r^ 
he had-taken against commimist infiltration of our educational institutions; that 
the one thing that I could never quite reconcile was how he could be used by the P 
communists as he had on innumerable occasions over the .years. He stated that 
I he was up on the tricks of the communists; that there were some things that he 
(frai^y agreed with the coinmimists on. He cited as one of them the’ Smith Act. 

T toid hiin that this, of course, was understandable but the thing that! could "hot 
understand was how he, a minister of the Gospel, would fraternize with the tools 
of the Devil and the instrumentality seeking to obliterate the present day .Christian 
culture. Thomas denied that he would ever help the communists in any such 
acti'^ty as this. 

I reminded hiih' of -tIie^<T^i^st con’cept that the communists will 
build communism withvnpn? communist hands and pointed out that over the years 
ly hAhad$een a very articulate voice; ^thatior example, we had^had reports from 
' high lev^s in the Party wherein Party leaders boasted of their ability to utilize 
people like Thomas and I mentioned the Amnesty Petition., Thomag stated that Si 
Li/- jGerson had talked to him on several occasions; that he never thought that he was 
’ being used to play a communist game but if they thought that he was, then he would 
fool them. He then pointed out that he had m^euvered Dennis into an appearance 
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Memorandum for Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols 5/1/56, 

RE: NORMAN THOMAS 



at a meeting of the Fellowship of Reconciliation; that he would lise, this as a 
fpram to ask the communists all the embarrassing questions that he could; that 
H i were to foUow on the proceedings it would be .crystal clear as- to exactly 
what his position is. I told Mm tMs was very interesting. 

He then raised the question about, the- disappearance of 
Dr. Jesus De Galindez and ,why the Bureau did not investigate it. I told 
Thomas that this had been answered publicly by ^sistant Attorney General 
Oleny who in his commimication to advocates of' the investigation had stated - 
that the . FBI has kept in. close touch with the New York Police Department 
on the matter; that.no evidence has. been developed reflecting a Federal 
violation; that the.FBI was -following the case and.waS prepared to take action 
should facts be developed indicating FederM jurisdiction. I then pointed out 
to,. Thomas that one thing that it was rather difficult to reconcile was the position 
bfi’the true liberals on opposition to. a national police; -that perhaps -the 
foremost opponent to national police in the- entire United States, including our 
liberal forces, is the Director himself; that eyery tijtne the FBI is pushed into 
a situation where.-tteye is no Federal jurisdiction, then one more precedent 

I is being created on behalf. of ibe national police concept. Thomas had never 
thought of.Ms. He conceded the Bureaxi! s position was correct. 

Thomas then pointed out that what he.- 'complained of was that 
letters had been written to the Attorney General never answered. I told 
him that this was not true; that the,'Departnient.to my owii.certain Imowledge. 
answered certain letters that had .been directed to it pointing out.that there 
were no facts indicating a Federal violation; that if any developed the FBI' would 
take action. He then asked why tMs could nqt be made puMic; I told.him that 
as I had already infornied.Mm they Had been made public. He then a.sked if I 
could telljiim to whom the letters were sent. I told him -I would have to check 
and I would'be glad to inforna Mm. I am advising. Irving Ferman that letters 
were sent to James C. StaMman, Fresident, Inter- American Prese Association, 
and Norman De Weaver, Executive Secretary, .American Catholic Trade UMon 
Committee oiQ/22/56; that an item to this effect was carried on the United Press 

1 ticker on 3/27/56. I asked Thomas, when he was complaining about never getting 
replies, if he had written a letter to. the ESureau and never received an answer. 

He stated that he had-not. 
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Memorandum for Mfi Tolson from L. J3. Nichols 5/1/56 

RE: NORMAN,THOMAS 



He then stated that he has become interested in George Dasch, 
one of the eight German saboteurs, and that he could not understand why the 
Attorney General twuld not waiyer the silly immigration requirement which 
bars him from returning to the United States and why he could not be given 
a fuU pardon. I told Thomas that Dasch had been sentenced to be executed, 
by the Military Tribunal; that the Director had recommended leniency; that 
the Spence had been commuted when he was deported; that he went immediately 
(| Mo/Russian zone and I asked Thomas if this were the type of person that he 
« was trying to get into the United States. Thomas stated that it was not; that 
he never knew this; that this threw, additional light on the matter and he asked 
I if I could advise him how long Dasch was in the Russian zone. I told him I 
'would be glad to do this., I am getting the facts and will advise Irving Ferman. 



ADDENDUM: LBN:arm 5/2/56. Irving Ferman called me on the morning of 
May 1 and advised that he thought the meeting, with Norman Thomas was very 
productive and worthwhile; that Thonaas had;all but committed himself to do 
some things for the Sobell Committee and that after leaving here, he told Ferman 
that he was going to go slow. 

I then told Ferm^ that I had checked up on the request for an 
investigation in the De Galindez matter and;thatthe Department had sent letter 
to James C. Stahlman and’Norm^ De Weaver on difarjaica? which had been made 
public on March 27. He,said he was going to call Thomas imme^ately on this. 

I noticed that. Thomas has a letter to the' editor of the Washington 
Post in the 'May 1, issue referring to the investi^tion of De Galindez wherein he 
complains about not having a reply from the Department. 

J ^ 
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i iewsconfcrcnce on Aprir 
President said he had no] 
dgc of the de Galindcz] 
case, I have, therefore, written 
him the bare facts about it, and 
because think the'ease is so^ 
important' for American honor,’ 
for the personal security of ourj 
people and for our reputation' 
especially in Latin ’^America.^ I 
am summarizing the facts forj 
Washington readers in and out T 
of public omce.iMiitpNMi 
i Dr. Jesus de Galindez, a SpanO 
ish* Basque; with an honorablej 
record,! taught fat ( Columbia] 
.University, which has bestowed J 
iipon I him 1 its Xdoctorate.1 HisJ 
jpsis was on the Era of TTujilloij 
j Jin exceedingly . well-document j 
IlM criticism of an extraordinai 
lictatorship.^Tfaa next to the’ 



last: tinie I'saw’Dri- d fr - O i almd ez I 
JalWSTTieToid me he had been 
[threatened ; because} it : had be- 
<conie known' that he'sou^ht to 
(publish his thesis in more/popu- 
lar} form' to' reach the'gfcncral 
reader.^ Hetwasllast^seen^on 
the’nighfof March 12 after’ he; 
had left his:class at ColumbiaJ'Ij 
■ Investigation 1 byX the J police* 
and de Galindez’s friends makes; 
it particularly certain that his} 
disappearance t was ^ not vvplun-^ 
tary.’ Such disappearance would] 
have been entirely out of keep*} 
ing with his character.^f It is a- 
virtual moral certainfy that he; 
was abducted and probably mur* 
dered by henchmen of Trujillol, 
There' have been at least two 
previous murders' of ^Trujillo’s 
enemies! ini theiCityi of f New 

^Vork.lli|d!dlNi4»M 

Eleven organizations of stand* 
i( Ting asked the FBI to come into' 

“ fthe'easeXOn the^date of this 
•^^Uing/we havc'^not even re*: 
[eelved iliTreplyTfrom^the^De*'] 
partment of Justice.'sYct a cer- s 
tain Spanish language publica** 
tion/ friendly to TrujiUo, alleges 
tharthe^FBI^had'^shadowed^de; 
Galindez for its own purposes.^ 
fcThe President was, of courscv-^ 
entirely:'correct" in saying that 
the “Justice Department would 
have no authority in a foreign: 
country and anything in this re-*^ 
gard*" would^have ^ to be v taken/ 
up with the State Department^ ' 
It is," however, the Department 
of ' Justice : which : ought to ; be 
concerned with the probaWe ab*1 
duction * of an ' honorable/ man r 
under circumstances whlon pre-J 
vailed In this case, Tho,reputa-^ 
ti^n ot our country as 1 Upland 
off asylum is at stake.^^ 

7#^ NORMAN THOM as: 
tfjNew^rkrN.^Y:'; 
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Referenced momorandum Stanley to Rosenv dated 
Mar 23 . 19^6 (attached), izi the captioned case sets forth 
V«L^^ofton Indicating Thhrbsr was well known tb^ Norman 
nSmsf This nLbShd^ recommended that Thopas be iriteV- 
durSg the investigation, of Thurber. The pirector 
noted that subsequent to the receipt of referenced memo-* 
nandum he >»nd received correspondence between Lindsay 
fSaStive Assistant to the Attorney General) and Thomas 
rf ISlndl. .as. written subsequent to Mtcbols' opn, 
vorsation^With Thomas re Galindez*s case and since no gppd 
Jas donrhe saw no purpose in contacting Thomas re Thurber. ^ 

The New Ydi*lc Office on May 19 ^ 6 , upon receipt 
1 -v.A n 4 t»aetor*s comments concerning the proposed interview 
with Thurber> was telophonically contacted. Now York advised 
tSt Soms, pursuant to previous arrangements, had been 
^ntawieSd hr the New York Office in the. Thurber case on 
Mai S' ^ 996 . Thomas, according to the New York Office, 

2S Mk*corilsX snd Jotpor.attye. Thomas adylssd ^ had 

Thurber while Thurber was an undergraduate student, 
St formtrxy odltor of the Sootallat f^ty • 

S^oTtan^ being -associated with the paper during about 
lP 37 ^Sd had b^n -an active socialist. Thomas fbatej in. 
Vacant Tears Thurber has hot been active in Socialist -Party 
and he hafhad^y casual contact with him during t^a ■ 
tine^ ThoirSa remaSkod that he thi^s Thurber probably 
winid have liked to bo known, as a "left-wing Socialist" 
in^s geaerS approach during the 1930 s but tMs approach 
ioiOd not include membership in the Com^ist Party. Ho 
StLr stated that from 1932 to 1937 it is possible Thurber 
■ along theoretically with certain endeavors of 

— tS Com^ist part! although himself ^ 

^party which was atteispti^ to Croats a xpaltad front Vith 



TF£nterrov<r_ 
Tele. I^o<W9 

Giody , 



140-12222 

|J?loj^®L^xlfichols, Ropm 5640 (Sent direct) 

‘ 1 4^10767 , , 

CHSjmal,:bab 
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Moaormdum for Mtfi Rosoti- 



X936, accordingr to* Thboas, thore was 

Par^of f «iJ?tQd by tfa^ Socialisfe 

iStinu t unitjott front" with tho Gonmonist Partr- Hb 

to, this repudiation and nSer advocated ^ 
CoMunist Party* He analyzed Thurberts trend of 
from ^ Shurbar faaa tended to Tsovo” 

roIiticfliiS o?L°r Socialist *1 position to "the right" 

»ni,Am« . 3Tork Office, pointed out that the interview 

Thomas was based on air-tel from tho Chicago Office dated Mav ' 

5^ totowlo™! uSl“rrSlrii^oSUrr 

Tn since investigation showed ho was well known to Thurber? ^ 
i?fSmr«£ sin®® iiles of the Hew ?ork ofSorcSin ho . 

were made ^th Thonls^f or °^tor^^'^ interviewed, arrangements 

set for Wn^o? for intoryiew> The date for interview was 

Cleveland tl Snch action was taken prior to receipt of 

S ^©questing Bureau authorize Cintorview with Thomas 

IhiSS^ ® Thomas, to ho S!l Sown tS 
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Persons ^ 

Rosen , 

Tomm 



Trotter 
Nease , 



C> lam attachii^ hereto the draft of. a review on the FBI Story 
by Norman Thomas, which is scheduled for publication in the Commentary. 

The Commentary is a rather Jiighbrow publication that is circulated primarily® 
among Jewish intellectuals. The Norman Thomas review is somewhat amazini 
If he went much further I would be worried. 



He does take issue -in the Dasch- case. We knew, of course, tha 
I he had been approached in this case. He is somewhat hazy in his facts. Irving 
Ferman who gave me the attached draft, did not know whether the issue of 
Commentary in-which it will appear has' gone to press or not.' 

I doubt the wisdom of making any comment to Thomas directly, 
althougli I did tell Irving that the ^Director took a very strong stand in following 
the death sentence imposed by the Military Tribtmal in recommending that the 

I lires of Berger and Dasch be commuted. Irving stated that he thought that he 
would talk.to Thomas about this and get him to' insert a line or 2 in the event the 
article has not gone to press. Ferman stated that the visit which Thomas made 
to the Bureau several months ^o has. done cphsiderable in changing Thomas' 
attitude. 
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> ‘i'HS FBI S!?OHY, to tha People by 




Wtelisad 



Random House, Q4.95 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS ijriCLASSIFI 
OftTE (JilfeBY. 




^hls is tbs otory of the FBI and Its iiero* 

J. ^dgar Hoover^ as Hr, Hoover would Ilka to hova it told. It 
comes olOBo to being a eulogy of the man and the Institution - 



o eulogy written by a skillful Journalist with plenty of action 
and drama In It. It Is a predestined beBtseller. 

It would, however, be very unfair to dismise the 
book with these statements. Unqueetlonably It la an honest piece 
of work, nothing in It makes one doubt Mr. Whitehead’s alnoerity 
in his initial statement: "I wanted to know how It was that J. 

Edfar Hoover had survived for 25 years as director of the FBI in 
a city of politics where the casualty rate runs high among bureau 
heads. I wanted to know hoxj and why the FBI operates as it does. 

And I wanted to know If theiM were any basis to Insinuations I had 
heard that the FBI represented any menace to civil rights." 

Hr. Whitehead's two years inquiry have beeh 

and, 

fruitful. He found the FBI cooperative in his search, to me, 
his book Justifies his concluding statement; the whole etru^tgle 
the FBI represents the people's effort to achieve government by 
law. It Is an agency of Justice. And the FBI in the future will 
be as strong or as weak as the people demand It to be. Ho luore. 

Ho less." Jo which I add that now that tho people and their govern- 
ment have so mighty a tool as the FBI, It behooves them to keep 
It from oorruptlon and from use for polltloel power rather than 
Justice, 



The record and Hr. Whitehead' s history bear out 
oy own opinion, formed before 1 ever opened this book, that the FBI 




^ ' I 

't- 



t 



w 








Roo\re|* had been in jLCself goed» qi% hotter than on^ 
would aJ^e.ot. dn agdnoy of. Investigation to >b,e, in these tunultuouo* 
ticies In to big .0 natlo.n as the Cloarly it has been bbttor 

^ ^ ! t, 

tbah the police departaents of oUr large cities* Better ^ar than 
the so-called. Bureau; of rnveeti;gation. of the period of the PihSt 

> ' ' ' ' f 

Vorld Waf out of which -the bfoseht FBX enierged in 1024. It|s sins 
-of -.biaisstph, and* cocatsstpn hajife been the <oonsegheiiSe of orders to 
it fron the tbite Hbuse the Bepabthentr of dustibb "rather%thhn 
of its own depravity* ' 

' ' ' - I 

' ~ But before Ahdhlglhg fin* thor in vhlue judgments • 

let’a get bach to ths- hell told story* sjhrpugh Xt$ 32^ puses" of 
text ciar6h the nbst famotts/rAoketeei»S|f gangsters, ppldtlPal orbplcs/ 
spies, and •sedltlonists. of-' tho dost haif-oentui^;, a period phox^de'd 
by thbae exciting, if unlpvoly;^ oharabters. . d!ho btpri.es of thelf 
-deeds .and the ?Bi<'s labors ih.;behdlf of justibe are; yi’vidiy tpld.^ 

The author' principle of arrangp^pht is «x*oplient. Aftpi? a 
fprewocd’by d. *^dgar** Hoover htmsolf the Story begins by .illustrating 

‘‘ 

the FBI in .aStion. in the apprehension of perhaps the jaost dPapipablo 
crlMindl dr th6p..'all|i;. JaoK Gilbert Grahanj^ executed only 4 i.h 6 other, 
day in Colorado, for-delibferatoly planting a time bpob in a United 




Airlines plane* In order to hill his own npther p'n whose life he 
had plaped high insuranoo. - 

’Theri lb*.*.. Whitehdad .reverts to the ‘FBI' s bepiinnlng/. 
That was with the pedoral Bureau of .Inv;ostiga‘tion in : - 

Bureau itself being mostly the breation of 'Theodore Hoosotdt in hip 
fight to halt the QUtrogedtts thloVpry of public, land.a in the 
Western states* This BUrpau aimpat! from the begiiining was handicapped- 
by polltioe. It, w®8 dreadfully unprepared for thp tost of the First 




Uorld War li^lch It oat badly. How badly the author oakee reasonably 
clear. 3y 1921 the Buraau of Inveatlnntlon had sunk so lot’ that 
big business* pet dateotlve, William J. Burns, was Its chief, and 
the notorious Gaston 3. Maahs one of Its agents. Sven In those 
bad years, the Bureau was bettor than its host of amateur auxiliaries 
In World *^ar I, better than Attorney General Palmer who ordered 
the infamouB red raids, and better than local law enforcement 
agencies - although none too good - In dealing with tlie KKK. But 
at the time that the Buraau under Burns was doing something to 
protect civil rights In the South It was sending man to spy on those 
members of Congress who were demanding Investigation of the reported 
corruption In the Hording administration which culminated in the 
famous 1'eapot Dome Scandal. ^In^hese years, Mr. Hoover had been In 
the Bureau but by no means part of Its Inner circle. Harlan P. Stone, 
whom President Coolldge, had appointed Attorney General to clean up 
the mess In the Department of Justice was ran none Ible for the reor-l,, 
ganlzatlon of the Bur ^au and the appointment of Hoover to head It. 

They drew up a declaration of baslo policies which still stands. 
Hoover's first buslnase was to clean house In tbs organization over, 
which he was to preside so many years. In the procesB he served 
riotioe on Congreae that the PBI.was no longer a dumping ground for 
patronage appointments, and that he would not welcome political 
eugejestions about promotions, prom these first days onward, 

J . 3dgar Hoover, as Mr. Whitehead tells the story, while frequently 
involved In the politics of Uachlngton, was mostly engaged --in them 
In order to keep politicians end partisan politics out of his Bureau, 
Very likely there are two sides to this part of the story, but this 
reviewer Is in no position to document the 'other side as well as 
Mr. hhitehsad documents his favorable conclusion. 




r « 



1 hdSfcJVer'* acc$ept .uho|*it,icaily the 

adequacy of the treatment ot all the episodes with which, this 
history is pooked^ Some ef the omissions may have loeeh 

^lie to the author's desire to confine Ms history t^o ihn Ohp 
volume. Nevertheless, oSrtoih of those omissiohs, sometimes. 

ii ^ -I ' 

of tojiios and names, sonetlraes In tnaterlai relevant to the stories. 



which are total, arS* decidedly ^wrprislhg. 7hUa, the jrianie of 
Senator McCarthy does not appear in the- Indei? dr text. We are 
left, to guess Mr. Hoover's opinion of him and MoGarthyicm. 5‘here 
Is no clear account pf the degree to whioh the FBI waS; drawn Itt 
to‘ very dubious, types, of loyalty and security investigation. -d?here “ 
afe inter<».8.tlng chapters about the FBI'.s work in un6pv©rlng spies 
end checking sabotage and sedition, ^d!he story of its work In ' 
south America waS entirely hew to me.) 'But the eyaouatlon. of 
Japanese and Japahese-Amorldans oh .the Wjest Goapt in the interest 
of Beourlty Is not indexed and is briefly ‘told in- the t:eXt>. Hr.' . 



Whiteheady however,; confirms the report, that Hoover lopkod upon 
the iijfamous deportation of pome "120,dOO'.jepaneBe-Araerioana from 
their homes apd farms. ^ .to relocation, .oenters,,. as a mi^cture of * 
politics and hypteria, hpt ap as urgent measure of “national defenpa.i” 
In his younger days. Mr* iloD.ver had disapproved 
of the use of voluhtoers/ virtually Vigiientoe, in World War I hnd 
of the palmer pedi Balds, lieyerthslese, he, Or certainly the author, 
assumes too paslly. udsoent Communist movement along with 

the IWW and anarohlstp were responsible for the bombings which were, 
comaonly believed to- be revplutipnlstp-*- contribution tc the violence, 
mostly patriotio, of the times. Both as a membar of the Civil 
liberties Bureau pnd an ahti-oomaunist Boolallst I knew a good deal 




: : -.'a. : \ ■ ' 

about the radical repudiation of Individual terrorism which 
oo.nimunl8te> despite their belief In or.'janiaed violent revolution 
then shared. 

The bombing of Kr, Palmer's house and the later 
more destructive bomb outrage fi In Wall Street were as likely the 
work of agents provocateur rs of wobblles or communist s under union 
or party orders. More likely they vrere the work of the kind of 
unstable* potentially violent individuals who respond to violence* 
confusion, sndvhat they think le repression by rssort to terroristic 
acts. In any case no revolutionist or radical was ever indicted 
for overt sets of violence during Mitchell Palmer's miscalled 
crusade. The . open mobs were composed of patriots, often led by 
vigilantes and of them Hoover disapproved. Mr. %ltehead goes 
rather too far, however, In implying that the better order of 
security with civil liberty in the Second world *ifar than the 
First was prliterlly due to Hoover's Improved FBI. That played 
a part. So dl^tme record In World War I. But mostly the 
difference was that In World War II after Pearl Harbor there was 
no organised political opposition to the war. Even so the treatment 
of Japanese-Amerloans was worse In Itself and In its Implications 
for the future than any single oho of the sins of the Wilson 
admlnl strati oh. 

This discasslon of Hoover's consistent opposition 
to an appeal to hysteria and vlgllantlsm In order to protect the . 
national security Interrupted my listing of omissions from Mr. 
Whitehead's story. One of them was the case of Prank Hague, boas 
of Jersey City end vloe-chalrman of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee. After my deportation from Jersey City by Hague's policy 
and hlB mob's violent interference ,v/lth my meeting In Newark, 




I parsuaded a grand Jury to back my demand for FBI Investigation 
of Hague’s rule in Hudson County. In the middle of the investigation, 
the chief agent was called off by ^promotion" to eone place in the 
West. Prank Murphy, by that time Attorney General, got it under way 
again assuring me that he vrould "hew to the line, let the chips 
fall where they may." But the result was silence. When at last 
I quISstioned Mr. Murphy he begged me to agree that the Supreme 
Court, having upheld civil liberty against Hr. Hague in a notable 
decision, other matters ehould be dropped. I could not agree. 
VJashington rumor told me that the President himself had ordered the 
fBI’e report pigeon-holed in the interast of Party harmony. Such 
contacts as I had had with the FBI gave me confidence in the integrity 
of its proceedings. 

Aside from this episode - and another to which I 
shall later refer - my personal contacts with the FBI were with, 
its agents who were making more or less routine loyalty and security 
inquiries x^ith regard to individuals. Without exoeotlon I found them 
courteouB and intelligent. In one case an agent was both skillful 
and oonsl^rate in hailing an inq^ry x^lch mishandled mlg^have^ .p, 
pr^lpltatad a family tragedy.^ (My^ e^opt to make th® solution of ' 
the dlsappsGranoe, almost .certainly the kidnapping and murder, of 
Professor Jesus de Galindez, the enemy of Dictator Trujillo, was 
defeated by the decision of the Department of Justice and the 
President himself. As is usual in important police oases the FBI 
has given some aid upon request to the New ^ork City police who, 

I am told, have hot dropped the case. 

There was one famous FBI case Into x^hoee after- 
match, to my own surprise, I was drawn. If you will turn to 
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Ohaptep 28 of Mp, Whltehead^a Ijook^ pp; i99~204^ you wMl find th© 
atot*y of George Dasoh and hi s landing with fellow saboteurG on 
tong Island,. You will obaery,© that whatQvor migjit- have Mppehod: 
otherwise the sahtteurs were only apprehended one woefc after their 
landing when George Daaoh hiniself woht» to Washington and told the 
whole atopy. .{This Was hot the report mad© public at th© time, 
it .was not publicly admitted* .as I recall, it,, until well after the 
end of the war, ) Thd saboteunB,; a© we were all dnfornied*, were 
tried in sebret by a military court and all but two, Pasch and 
Burger, Were aantenced to death, ?h© fortunate, two received very 
long prison sentenoo.s. Of the trial arid sentenoe.s Mr, Vhitehead 
says nothitig and, ©t this .late date, I should have rememborcd 
] nothing core had it not been for my ourioue e;cperienoe. 

One day late in or early •47,. at woman 
came to see me saying that: ,sho did ao at. the requestor her .nusband,. ■ 
George Basoh. (At the moment the name, meant nothing to me., ) She.^ 
herself was a quiet Amarlcan ^o made a good, Iraprosaion* Her story 
waa that she herself was. a loyal oitizeri, who had worlced faithfully 
.in a war industry. Shp believed in her husband and the tale he. .. 

^ ‘ ■ ■ ’ tjt ‘ ' '*r ’ ' “ i *■ , 

wanted her to tell mei In brief* that, was that 4ie had saved the 
U,B, much .damage by revealing the German sabotage plot; that he had 
some trouble getting a faearirrg in Washington; tha"^ the FBI and the 
Department of Justice had promised him that , while under war oonditibns 
he could not be set free for .his services, he would be released froia 
prlspn after the war was over,' How, he. said, that promise, was , ' 
uiifulfllled and he asked rather, ordered, in fontonto fashion 
his Wife tc^^^ helpw 

I made some preliminary inquiries of the Now York , 










I 



1 



office of She tBH and partially ^verified thla tale-* fhorv X turned 
to that ^reat lawyer and champion of civil llbei^ty^ Arthur Garfield: 
Haysi We - EOBtly hh -i* had no great tfopble in persuading to® 

FBI) or rather the Department of J'ustlce, to- fulfill its promise* 
This it did upon, condition, that Daeph would hocept^ deportation to 
dor many where one. FBI man told ua he thought he would not live very 
long. Dasoh took the chance and .went. -with hie; loyal wife. For some 
years he cade a peaceful living there bpt around about 195.2 or *63,; 
his troubles began*. Hip story was known and, he said, his life was 
threatened. Jhen T began to get letter^ from him « vjhon to this 
day 1 have liever seeni jHe demanded' help tp get back to America ' 
where he had long llvad* He reiterated hl's old claim, ti^t he had ’ 
deliberately enlisted .as. a saboteur in order to help toe country 
in which hp had long iiyed and of whiph hiS->jifQ was, A oiti,z.On* he ‘ 
had almost Immediately been disiilusio.ned by Hitler oh Jiis return 
to Germany and now he bould earn no living and his life was. in, 
danger* ^Arthu r larf leld Hays, alasi had died before I could do 
ouch about this matter. But under repeated Appeals fey letter 
.from Mrs.- %sohj | toot the matter up. in Washington. The FBI 
repeated what it had earlier told Ife?* Ways?; t^t Dasoh turned 
Informant only after he hud run into Soanan 2/o John Cullen on the ■ 
Acagansett Beach whom, he h^d ferlbed Aiid threatened. jHe knet?, 
however, that Komax soonpr or l^feer .Oplleh would -report his / . ^ 

adventure And set the PB:?cnh|^ 

to me^and repeatedly to Washington that he p^ld hnd would have 
killed Cullen and hurled him under toe^^^stod^xcep?^^ he wanted 
no murder oh his hands but only the time. - which he got ~ to. plan the 
successful, betrayal of kflix the. whole .OerEan plot* fho FBI and toe 
Department of Justice, were Unconvinced. 1 argued that iii any case 
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'DaBph had perforaed perhapp an inaenpely icportant, 

I pet-vice tq the United Statep and was entitled tP A chance to live 
I and wpri In th.e country of whioh hie wife wad a citizen. There 
' were, even Eoro than .usual bureaucratic delaye in the Department ' 

, of Justice (not the FBI) but at lagt the Department informed me 
I that it denied further .consideration to Dasch not because of ite 
\ old contention that he turned informer only throUgh fear, but 
i, because ha had publicly. CQmplained a^ainPt thb D.S. .inJEaat Sermany, 
, where for a. tine he went., That Wd I only received a few- ipohths 
ago after repeated efforts to get a definite nnswer. 

3 protracted, bureaucratic delays were* not thb 

|[ fa.ult of the- roi*. Ite version of Da.aph^8 motives' may he correct. 
t ,BUt the mitehead story -implies that thi.s case^ was more of a triumph 
.|Of iBi techniquSi than on the record ih Was. Qbuld- h similar 
Icpment bp Justly hhde of other stories At we know, all the facts? 

I The case of the saboteurs ‘sCarcoly ranks .with the more nptahle 
.aohlev§pent,6 :of the PBt such as ano.ther and much later case on Long 
Island.- 1 refer of course, to the discpvor^uf the kidnapper 
of thp Heinberger baby,. ^ [that sbory ambng other things dilustra tea 
the;, value -of fingerprint s .. And Hr*r WhihShead * and ' Mr . Kohv.er ^ alfao at 

I ■ . n 

have convinced this doubting Thomas that the registry Of olblzens’ 
fingerprints may he mPre of a protection tha^a. pollCe sta^e 
meohahlsa - anyway the voluntary registry pf thbm. I .ptill doubt 
the wisdom, psyohologicaUy,- pf requiring thga, of alien visitprs,. 

And on tbla note l plose this rather garCulPus review, of a very 
interosting^and^on the whol^ convincing book. 



^ 



- Normn Thomas 
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Judge Robert Morris recently furnished me a letter 
addressed to him by Thomas under date of March 20, 1957, in 
which Thomas criticizes the Director’s recent statement on the 
communist convention issued by the Senate Internal Security 

I Subcommittee. In particular, Thomas claims the Director ^ -ly 

I wrong in characterizing A. J. Muste as a communist ’’front 






We have worked up a reply to Norman Thomas which(^j,'^y 
I could be given to Morris. It is felt that Morris could use this in ^ 
'rebuttal to Thomas. 




attached. 



A short memorandum on A. J, Muste is being 



RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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tO' Morris. 

J; 









1. That Norman Thomas’ original letter be returned 






4. '2'. ’%’lTat the attached prpposedjreply to Thomas also 
beijarnish^d to Morris. " • ~ 
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Dear Mr.-'Riomas: 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSlFlEa 



I have received ybC^Tetthi/lit^lfci'isIi idbv» in which you 
make unfavorable reference to Mr. J. Edgar Hoover's statement issued by 
the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on the recent Communist Party 
convention. ’ 



, First of. all, I utterly reject you? insinuations - both imj^lied 

^d e^licit - that Mr. Hoover, in.maMng'available his statement in response 
u) an inquky of the -u. s* Senate^ is following undemocratic procedures. Eor 
ex^ple, your statement bhat , it is "bad procedure in our democracy when 
.apolice chiefis Set up as a final authority in evaluating, facts as if he were 
a judge or, ,best of allj Sir .Oracle, " very franidy, shows a lack of appreci- 
ation of our democratic processes. Mr. Hoover and the EBI - by no stretch 
of the imagination - can be compared with any Gestapo agency nor does he 
attempt, as you insinuate, to set himself up as a final arbiter. Mr. HoOyer - 
^ always stood for ,the, Mghest principles of fairness, integrity and justice. 
His career- of almost forty years of public ser-sdce is a. badge of. his reliability 
and honesty, He has fpUowed most closely the communist conspiracy ‘from, its 
very inceptiom Therefore, ^ he is competent to speak of. events occurring in 
communist life. Moreover, Mr; Hoover, as head of the agency Charged yidth 
the protection of the Nation’s internal security, has every right,' constitutional, 
apd moral, to' speak Cut on the communist problem. iHis recent, statenient, 
which you mention, is a forthright documeht> based on excellent investigaUon,. 
•keeii pbservation and a lifelong knovdedge of communist operations, 'ae 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee felt .that it should be .issued to the 
American people. I think, and I hope you .vfili agree, that it has done .much 
. pod in alerthig dur citizenry to the nefarious aims of the Communist Party 
to undermine our democratic TVay of lifet- i I 

You assert that you do not, agree ydth. Mr. Hoover’s character- 
ization of Mr. A. Muste as having "fronted^' for the Communist Party. 

’ That is your privilege^ and I 'v^ould defend ydiir right to so believe. However, 
if you will candidly and impartially observe certain activities of Muste in 
relation to communist objectives, you might. see the situation in a different 
light. , _ ...... 



Certainly, Mr. Muste had a right to attend, the convention.. This 
Istrue. He had a right, along vdth. his associates, to issue a.Yeport which, as 
you know, was far different from Mr. HodverTs report. F ^ certain that ypu 
' would never have issued suck a biased report as.Mr. Muste’s,^ By 

actions,, llr; Muste rendered valuable assistance,, whether knowingly or 
itoia‘.^-ZISknowirigly, to toe communist movement. In my thinking,, a communist "front” 
necessarily a person directly or indirectly under Parly control. He is 

Tcsan* 

Trotter"-: 



Neas^ - 
Tele. Room — - 
Holloman ^ 



Gcrnd/ 

\L 



J 



ENCLPSO;^ 




V 



' ' 0 0 

also a.person who through his speech and actions, Jmowingly or iinimowingly, - 
t ' renders aid to the communist movement. Unfortunately,, in my opinion, the 
actions of Mr. Muste at the recent P^ty convention did much to assist the 
Party movement. - 

ihe Muste report was ■ virtually a whitew^h - just about every- 
thing the Party wanted.. No wondei* it was headlined in the Daily Worker: 
"Observers of CP Parley Hit Eastlimd'Probe^ Found Conventio'n Was Run 
•Democratically.'" Here is an excbrpt: . .we wish to. state that the sessions 

of the convention were democratically conducted with vigorous discussion of 
all matters brought to‘ the, floor." Just whalE the Party wanted! Again, "There 
were many indications that no individual or group* was in a position to control 
the convention. " lliis is . diametrically opfiosed to the f acts in .Mr. Hboyer'd, . 
statement which demonstrated,. *with chapter ahd verse, how the. convention was 
carefully manipulated by a small minority, how the’ same ^alinist leaders 
remained in power and how the delegates confirmed theisame old corninimist 
practices. Window jessing in the form Of a few superficial chanjges was made, , 
•but underneath the Soviet hand of tyraimy retained firm control. 

Now, you can see how valuable a role.Muste played .for the 
communists.. He most surely served as a, "front.," There was. spine, criticism 
inthe rpport. Even whitewash, at times, can become too tMck and hence self- 
defeating, Such criticism, as deploring the convention’s failures 
Sbviet military intervention in Hungary, served to hoodydnk the. unsuspecting 
into Ihinldng the report was fair and impiartiai, 

, It. is not my function to question Iito.; Muste* s good faith. He, 
and any other in^vidual,,.has.a right to attend conventions, issue. statenients; 
circulate peMons and apologize for communists. However, as in circulating 
th6 petition urging amnesty for' Smith Act defendmts',. he is, doing much to 
assist the cbnmunists.- khovdngly or unknowingly. The. very, fact thaVhe.is' 
not identified as a Party member gives prestige to his statements .and actions, 

The Parly wahts to e:q)loitjhis name, title and energy. As thp history of 
Mutism-Leninism leaches, -the Party is higMy opi)prtuhlst - ready to- seize 
support any i)lace, an 3 ^herfe, anytime, Ah indivlduai may- claim,,to be a^ 
communist, but if he wiaiks essentially the same road^ helping- to smooth down 
hostile barricade®, he is doing. wprhdor the communists. ' , 
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112 EAST 19th STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N.Y. 



March, 20, 1957 






Jud/e Robert Morris 
Senate Coramlttee on the Judiciary 
Senate Office 3ui:.ding 
Wasninston 25, D.O. 



Dear Judge Mori^la: 



HI BJRfRiswTrorr cojjtwned 



You may or may no’J nave seen \n last * s 

Nev; York P ost ^ column by Murray Kempton. X am not concerna'l^ -1th 
the column but I arn conC'^rn 6. v;lth the fo lowing na^^agraph its 
reflection on AtJ.Mustef^ 

"Tne Communists boasted of naving *impartl"l 
observers* cover the convention* Hov:ev ..ort of these einglo 
*inioartial observers' v/ere nandplclsied before tne convention si/x^rteu 
and were reportedly headed by A*J.Muste wno nas long fronted 
Communists and v:ho recently' circuit ted an amnesty petition calling, 
for the release of Communist leaders convicted under the Smith Act. 
Muste*s report on the convention was as biased as could be expected* 
On the other hand, an observer whom the Party dia not handpick and 
whj v/as more objective, Carl Rachlin of the ACLU, has stated tnat 
the arguments for democracy v/lthin the Party v;ere merely tactical 
and designed to fool the oublic.*" 



ooservers 



A.J. Muste witn wnora I sometimes agree and from , 
whom I sometimes differ is emphatically not a Communist or a front 
for Communists* I feel under some obligation to say this because, 
as you probably know, I also signed that amnesty petition for Smith 
Act prisoners and, if I bad been in New xorli, I wou3.d nave gone to 
as many sessions of the Communist convention as possible as an ob- 
server. I know most of those vjho went as observers and they 
all informally "oicked" 'by or through Muste in the same way, Rachllnj 
along with the others. If I had gone to the convention, on the I 

basis of vihat I have since learned, I would not ha.ve signed the 
statement exactly as it ’’as vrorded by Muste, et al, or testified 
as Rachlin a .oerently testified. I do not tnlnk the present contro- 
versies in the Communist Party are altogether a play act once more 
to fool US. That I an not persuaded of their conversion to sound 
orinciDles is quite obvious by what I have said and vjrltten; e.g^ 
in discussion with John Gates at Columbia University. 

This, however, is not the ooint. The point is 
tnat a grave injustice is done when a police cnief, even as good a 
DO-iloe cnlef as Mr. Hoover, thus stigmatizes a man like Muste before 










Judge Robert Morris 
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a committee whose chairman is nlmself In need of merciful J augment 
in the field of speech. 

I tnought it v;eH to talk to Mr. Hoover himself 
and, failing to reach nim, talked to Lou Nichols with wnom I nave 
some acquaintance. Mr. Nichols said thet Muste was fronting because 
the original idea of impartial observers came from Si Oerson. I 
snould accept this. I thi.de Mr. *'erson had a right to seek non- 
communist observers under circumstances and tnat for Muste to agree 
to help in tnls matner no more makes him a technical front for com- 
muni.sts than ne would have become a front for a man charged with 
crime if ne *iad become concerned for procedural Justice. I snould, 
therefore, like to register with you and with the committee .my 
protest over publicity given to Mr. Hoover’s letter contain ng 
these charges. 



I should accept Mr. Hoover's word on .oiatte-s 
of fact. But aside from his unfair characterization of A. J. Muste, 

I tnlnk it is bad procedure in our democracy when a police chief 
is set up as a final authority in evaluating facts as if he were 
a Judge or, x>est of all, Sir Oracle, This I would say whoever held 
Mr. Hoover's office. 

Believe me, 



Sincerely yours. 






■a-A— 



NT:S 



No^mr n Thomas 



P.S, I would be glad to get copies of your committee's report wnich 
I think now have come oat in a series of seven or ei^t small 
pamphlets. Thank you. 



K.T. 
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.Mr*. BXand, X250 
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Mr*. BeacM^ VX33 
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.Mr*. Campsa^^ 526X 
.Me*s. Conovoac*, *7X0*7 
Gan-b. B.asaar*clx Sac. 7^30A 
.GhiaJC GXar*lc, .53XV^ 
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UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT 



TO : Mr. Tolson 



\ FROM : L. B. Nichc^llWjf 



SUBJECT: 



DAT^^arch 20, 1957 

ALL INFORMATION CONTA!® -^ 



Tele. 

* By reference from the Director's. Office I talked to Norman Hollomon^S^ 

^Thomas when he called this morning. Thorny opened, the conversation ^ 
affeY a very cordial greeting by saying he ha.d a matter that was troubling 
him. which he wanted^ lay before us; tha^e knew from experience we 
fair minded; jthat while we might not agr^^th him, he would like for us to^*^"^^ 
listen. He tffin referred to’ the Murrajw(ige mDton c olumn in the N ew,York-Post, 

Ion Ma£clLl9,p.95.7. In this column Kempton quote dlrbm the Director's statement 
j to the Senate &ternai‘'Secm*.ity Subcommittee regarding the communists' hand- ^ 

picking the irnp^tial 'observers which were headed by A. J.'^i^icluste w ho has 
fronted for the^comm®ists. ^ 

>■ "“Thomas statedthat in, all fairness to Muste, Muste was not by 
himself ini' circulating the amnesty petition as hej Norman Thomas, h^ also K*^ 

. signed the amnesty petition. I interrupted Thoinah at this point and intjui^e.^ a 
' I if ^i^rson of the Commimist Party had come to him' and solicited ^ signature 
^ 1 and solicited him to. circulate the petition. He stated that he did that’ he 

•would not do anything on*Si Gerson^s solicitation, f then asked Thomas^if Si 
Gerson 4>proached A. J. Muste to get up the petition, would this .justify in hi^ 

,mind the statement that Muste fronted for the commimists. He .s^ed^tiiat. it \ 

would.. .1 told Thomas that for his own information this was exactly w§at*had j([r 
1 happened and that the idea of the petition was born in communist minds who theii 
• got others to do their dirty work. He stated this put a different complexion on 
He then stated he did not always ^'ree with Muste. I again interrupted and 
asked h‘it was not a fact that many times' Muste had fronted for the comrhunists.^.^y 
He stated it was. 



picking the inip^tial 'observers which were headed by A. J.1 
fronted for the^communists. ^ 



He then surprised me by stating that Muste called himself a 
communist' at one time and claimed to be a Trotskyite. He then stated that Muste 
had been outspoken against Stalinism and was -reconverted to the church. I told 
Thomas that I had been brought up on fundamentad Methodist doctrines 'and I could 
not understand some of the new Presbyterian doctrines which were being injected 
which were not triily Presbyterian. I was surprised again when Thomas volunteered 
that he did not subcribe to the new Presbyterian doctrines, and that he knew what 
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he was talking about arid'that they were, Presbyterian- doctrines after all. Thomas 
then stated that he did not agree -with the type 'of people, Muste ha.d gathered 
together;- that if he' had b'een-around he.- would’ have gone himself to -the Party 
convention. I told Thomas I wished he had gone to the Party convention; that had 
he gone it would probably not have been- necessary for 3/Ir. .Hoover to submit his 
report on. the significance of the Party convention’ because he, Thorny j would 
have seen throi^h some of the chicanery. 



Thomas then started to tell me h 9 w he had debated John Gates 
and told Gates off. He them pointed but iJiat he did not w^t to argue; that he ^ 
did not find fault with- Mr. Hoover’s . statement; that he did w^t to caution; 
that Mr. Hoover's reputation was so great and so influentiaii that he hoped' 

Mr.- Hoover would always be conscious that.whatever he said would be projected 
mahjrfold; and’ that he'knows of the Directdr' s de'sire for’ fair. play but .that -he did 
Hiink it was going rather far to say that Muslte fronts for the communists. I 
told Thomas that he himself agreed that Muste was doing-sonie of .their dirty 
work. He also stated that Muste has been , against, the/ commxmists; I told him 
that this, no doubt, was a.technical maneuver bn Miiste!s part. I askedThomds 
if.it was not good doctrine ,to-adhere to the pld JBibUcal.a^onitipn'thaf "by their 
fruits you shail.know them. " Thomas agreed to. this.. ^ ’ 

f z/ff hen commended Thomas for the manner m which bedmd taken . 

on.Bertrag^ussell. ^^ainl-was surprised to hear him.refer to Russell as 
'^that oid,goat. " He further stated that RusseU’ was;alsp anti- American'. I-told 
him that was. all the more reason why it wa.s repfehensible^for some pebple to 
be fronting for Russell. .Thomas agreed with this. 

Thomas then conimented’.that he •was surprised, recently ■when 
Dean Grjswald of Harvard had commended him bn a matter when he had been 
most critical of Grlswald on the Fifth Amendment situation* as. he was one who 
adhered to the right-wing view as laid do'wn by C. Dickerman^Williams., 

* 

Thomas asked if I would pass on to.-the Director, his observations, 
rtold himl certainly would and.- with that he said gbodby. ft.is quite, obvious tha.t 
Thomas was put .up to making the. call. ' 
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• J. Edgar Hoover has put into the record of the 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee what has 
to be accepted as our government’s oMcial analysis 
of the recent Communist #arty convention. 

This document bears the top label: ‘United 
States rcpa<^tment of Justice, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.” Hoover does not presume when he 
speaks for the Department of Justice; Attorneys- 
General come and go, but Hoover is eternal. His 
exact status as against his nominal superiors w.'is 
best described by Attorney-General Tom Clark, 
now a refugee to the Supreme Court where no 
inquisitor can pursue. 

Seven years ago, after Victor Reuther was shot, 
a lawyer for the United Auto Workers visited 
Clark, then Attorney (General , to suggest that the 
Justice Department interest itself in the pursuit 
of the gunmen. 

‘'Edgar,” Tom Clark answered, "says we can’t 
do It." 

Hoover is still there, speaking for the Depart- 
ment of Justice. His report to the Internal Security 
Sub-Committee was that the Communist Party 
convention had left things exactly as they were. 
It is an analysis, I’m afraid, not without its persua- 
sive side/ although a little premature, since Wil- 
liam 2. Foster has not yet safely immolated the 
anti-Soviet faction led by John Gates. 

* ^ 

But there was another analysis, of which 
Hoover took judicial notice. This came from 
eight non-Communist observers who were per- 
mitted by the party to sit on the floor of its con- 
vention and who agreed that the proceedings, 
while otherwise murky, appeared "democratically 
conducted.” 

What follows is Hoover’s characterization of 
these analysts: 

“The Communists boasted of having ‘impartial 
observers’ cover the convention. However, most of 
these so-called ‘impartial’ observers were hand- 
picked before the convention started and were re- 
portedly headed by A. J. Maste, who has long 
fronted for Communists and who recently cir- 
culated an amnesty petition calling for the release 
of 13ommun ist leaders convicted under the Smith 



Act. Music’s report on the convention was as 
biased as could be expected. On the other hand, an' 
observer whom the party did not handpick and 
who was more objective, Carl Bachlin, of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, has stated that the 
argfuments for democracy within the Party were 
‘merely tactical and designed to fool the public,’” 

J. Edgar Hoover’s position as a friend of liberty 
has been attested on occasion by Morris Ernst of 
the American Civil Liberties Union and was under- 
written a few weeks back in, of all places, the 
book section of the New Republic. If the par- 
agraph I have quoted had been signed with Joe 
McCarthy’s name, the wails from these quarters 
would not yet have ceased; from Hoover, it is 
accepted with complaisant silence. 

V ¥ ¥ 

As secretary of the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion, A. J. Muste is a pacifist, that is, a genuine 
subversive, although not in the sense hitherto de-| 
scribed by the Department of Justice. He led the! 
observer team only in the sense of seniority;' 
among those who agreed with him were Miss' 
Dorothy Day of the Catholic Worker and Lyle, 
Tatum of the American Friends Seiwice Commit-^ 
tee. The judgment of pacifists may occasionally be; 
bemused by their faith in the possibility of a sin- 
ner’s redemption, in which faith, as Hoover so 
nicely puts it, they are "biased, as could be 
expected.” 




Holloman 
Gandy 



Hoo'^er says that Muste has "long fronted for 
the Conununists.” He supports this serious charge 
with nothing more than the letterhead of the De- 
partment of Justice and the evidence that Muste 
passed around an amnesty petition for the Smith 
Act Incarcerces. That petition was also circulated^ 
by Norman Thomas, Mrs. FrankUn D. Roosevelt,’ Herald 

and the dean of Union Theological Seminary; inews 

Hoover’s book, you arc a "f router” if you try to^„,. 
get an old woman out of Jail. ~ 

If we didn’t have the word of so many eminent — 
citizens that he Is the shield of our liberties, youue 
might get the impression that J. Edgar Hoover is^urnal-— 
just one of those cops who defines a cri minal as 
a man who disagrees with him. « 
irror — 
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To THE Editor op Commentary: 

Some w^ks ago you' gave me an opportunity 
to review Don Whiteh^d's The 
Your readers will ob^rve in this issue *my 
fairly complete acceptahw of the^ author's pic- 
‘ ture of that^'iinportantHnstitution. 

However,} since the book was published and 
I review^ it,- 1 have &en much wncemed at 
the increasing tendency ,:of J. Edgar' Hoover to 
set himself up as an irifallible interpreter of 
facts, Mr. Hoover's long letter to Senator East- 
land wasn't^ aii appropriate letter for the best 
police olHcial. It was an attempt to play judge 
or Sir Oracle, Mr. Hoover departed from the 
Tacts as well-as from his function; for instance, 
when hei denounced A, J. Muste in that letter 
as fronting for the Communists,. What Mr. 
,Muste did as;an Amen^n citizen interested in 
}truth and civil liberties [was to agree to get non- 
iCommunist "observers at-a convention." It isn't. ' 
;the provincciof the FBI to pass on this sort 
of service. ' 

Norman Thomas i 

New York City 
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^special pins to single out and accentuate in 
various virays those twists of nature in them 
which had most to do with their particular 
corruption or disease. But there is nothing in 
the recounting of Abraham's slaughter of the 
cow that legitimately suggests an incipient 
murderer or psychotic. No unwieldy disturb- 
ance attaches to the event, either for the audior 
or for her character; it is all ingested, absorbed, 
assimilated, and verbalized. Nor does the pas- 
sage contain anything that establishes the au- 
ihoi^s right to manipulate her protagonist in 
the gratuitous and "tragic" way ^e finally 
sees fit.. 

What is most disappointing about Miss 
Wiseman's novel is that in trying to deal so 
sympthetically with the relations of past and 
present, it faib to reveal the enormous and 
perhaps irreparable chasm that has opened 
between them for modem man. Miss Wiseman 
seems not really to have experienced this rift, 
and intones in its place the lofty notes of 
affirmation and rebirth. Hidden in the struc- 
ture of her tale is an intimation of a kind of 
alienation of Jew from Jew, but it is an inti- 
mation never brought to life. What she has 
actually given us is a domestic melodrama with 
vitrually no social background. For a story 
which leans as heavily upon the facU of suf- 
fering and disr upti on ds th is one ^o^j_it a 
won^r that so few of the realities behind 






those facts are permitted to appear. 

Agency of Jiistice 



does. And I wanted to know if there were 
any basis to insinuations I had heard that 
the FBI represented any menace to civil rights.” 
Mr. Whitehead's two years' inquiry have 
been fruitful. He found the FBI cooperative 
in his search, and, to me, his book justifies his 
concluding statement: "In the whole stru^le, 
the FBI represents the people's effort to achieve 
government by law. It is an agency of justice. 
And the FBI in the future will he as strong 
or as weak as the people demand it to be. 
No more. No less.” To which I add that now 
that the people and their government have 
so mighty an agency of justice as the FBI, 
it behooves them to keep it from corruption 
and from political exploitation. 

Mr. Whitehead's history bears out my own 
opinion, formed before I opened the book, 

I that the FBI under Mr. Hoover has been as 
good or better than one would expect an 
agency of investigation to be iix these tumul- 
tuous times in so big a nation as the United 
States. Clearly, it has been better than the 
police departments of our large cities. Better 
far than the so-called Bureau of Investigation 
of the period of the First World War, out 
of which the present FBI emerged in 1924. 
Its sins of omission and commission have re- 
sult^ from the orders of the White House 
lor the ^Department of Justice, rather than . 
from its^vn initiative, ai^ today itTess^ 

than I fear the glamorous sanctity and' im- 
munity from criticism with which it has been 
popularly invested. 



The FBI Story, A Report to the 
People, By Don Whitehead, Ran- 
dom House. 368 pp. $4.95.. 

Reviewed by Norman Thomas 

Tins is the story of the FBI and its hero, 
J. Edgar Hoover, as Mr. Hoover would like to 
have it told. It comes close to being a eulogy 
of the man and the institution. 

It would, however, be very unfair to dis- 
miss the book with this statement. Unques- 
tionably it is an honest piece of work. Nothing 
in it mates one doubt Mr. Whitehead's sin- 
cerity in his initial statement: "I wanted to 
know how it was that J- Ed^r Hoover had 
survived for 25 years as director of the FBI 
in a dty of pplitics where the casualty rate 
runs high among bureau heads. I wanted to 
know how and why the FBI operates as it 



Atpter a foreword J>y J., Edgar Hoover, the 
story begins by illustrating the FBI in action 
in the apprehension of the despicable crim- 
inal Jack Gilbert Graham, executed only the 
other day in Colorado for planting a time- 
bomb in a United Air Lines plane in order 
to kill his own mother on whose life he had 
placed high insurance. 

Then Mr. Whitehead reverts to the FBI's 
beginning. That was in tbe original Federal 
Bureau of Investigation of 1908, which was 
mostly the creation of Theodore Roosevelt 
in his fight to halt the outrageous thievery 
of public lands in the Western states. This 

! Bureau almost from the beginning was handi- 
capped by politics. It was dreadfully unpre- 
pared for the test of the First World War, 
which it met^ badly, as the author makes 
reasonably clear. By 1921 the Bureau of 
Investigation had sunk so low that big busi- 
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nesses pet detective, William J. Bums, was 
its chi^, and the notorious Gaston B. Means 
one of its “agents. Even in those had years, 
the Bureau was better than its host of ama- 
teur auxiliaries, better than Attorney General 
Palmer who ordered the infamous Red Raids, 
and better than local law enforcement agencies 
dealing with the Ku Klux Klan. But at the 
s^e time that the Bureau under Bums was' 
doing something to protect civil rights in 
^the South, it was sending men to spy on 
those members of Congress who were de- 
manding investigation of the cormption in 
the Harding administration which culminated 
in the famous Teapot Dome scandal. 

In these years, Mr- Hoover had been in 
the Bureau but by no means part of its 
inner circle- Harlan F- Stone, whom President 
Coolidge had appointed Attorney General to 
clean up the mess in the Department of 
Justice, was r^ponsible for the reorganization 
of the Bureau and -the appointment of Hoover 
ito head it. They drew up a declaration of 
1 basic policies which still stands. Hoover's first 
business was <o clean house, and in the process 
he served notice on Confess that the FBI 
was no longer a dumping ground for patronage 
appointments, and that he woidd not welcome 
political suggestions about promotions. From 
these first days onward, J. Edgai^ Hooy ejr, as 
"^KTTVHitHiSd t^ls The story, while fre- 
quendy involved in the politics of Washington, 

) vras mostly engaged in them in order to keep 
politicians and partisan politics out of his 
Bureau. 

Certain of the author's omissions— sometimes 
of topics and names, sometimes of material 
relevant to stories presumably told in full — 
are decidedly surprising. Thus, the name of 
Senator McCarthy does not appear in the 
index or text. We are left to guess Mr. 
Hoover's opinion of him. There is no clear 
ij account of the degree to which the FBI was 
1 1 drawn into- very dubious types of loyalty and 
"security investigation. There are interesting 
chapters about the FBI's work in uncovering 
spies and checking sabotage and sedition. 
CThe story of its work in South America 
was entirely new to me.) But the World War 
II evacuation of Japanese and Japanese -Amer- 
icans on the West Coast is , not' indexed -and 
only briefly told in the text. Mr. Whitehead, 
however, confirms the report that Hoover 
looked upon the infamous deporta tmn of some 



"120,000 Japanese Americans from their homes 
and farms ... to relocation centers ... as 
a mixture of politics and hysteria, not as an 
urgent measure of national defense.” 

In his younger days Mr. Hcx)ver had "^dis- 
approved of the. use of volunteers, virtually 
vigilantes, in World War I and of the Palmer 
Red Raids. Nevertheless, he, or certainly the 
author, assumes too easily riiat the nascent 
Communist movement, along with the IWW 
and the anarchists, was responsible for the 
bombings which were commonly believed to 
be revolutionist^ contribution to the violence, 
mostly patriotic, of the times. Both as a mem- 
ber of the Civil Liberties Bureau and an anti- 
Communist Socialist, I knew a good deal about 
the radicals' repudiation of individual terror- 
ism which Communists, despite^ their belief 
in organized violent revolution, then shared. 

The bombing of Mitchell Palmer's Ofwn 
house and the later more destructive bomb 
outrage in Wall Street were as likely the work 
of agents-provocateurs as of Wobblies or Com- 
munists under union or party orders. More 
likely they were the work of the kind of 
unstable individuals who respond to violence, 
confusion, and what they think is repression 
by resort to terroristic acts. In any case no 
revolutionist or radical was ever indicted for 
overt acts of„ violence^during^MitchelLPaImeris^ 
miscalled crusade. The open mobs were com- 
posed of patriots, often led by vigilantes. Mr. 
Hoover disapproved of them. Mr. Whitehead 
goes rather too far, however, in implying that 
the better^ adjustment of the demands of 
security to those of civil liberty in the Second 
World War was primarily due to Hoover's 
improved FBI. That played a part. So did 
our shame for the record in World War I. 
But mostly the difference was that after Pearl 
Harbor there was no organized political op- 
position to World War II. Even so, the treat- 
ment of Japanese Americans was worse in 
itself and in its implications for the future 
than any single. one of the sins of the Wilson, 
administration. 

But to return to my listing of the omissions 

S in Mr. Whitehead's story. One of them was 
the case of Frank Hague, boss of Jersey City 
and vice-chairman of the Democratic National 
^mmittee. After my deportation from Jersey 
City by Hague's police in 1938, and his mob's 
violent interference with my meeting in 
Newark, I persuaded a grand jury to back 
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my demand for an FBI iov^^gation of Hag^!$ 
rule in Hudson County. In the midtB^^I the 
investigation, the chiefmsex**^^'^ called oflp, 
by "promotion,^ in the West. 

F«jj- that time Attorney General, 

s^the investigation under way again, assuring 

chips fall whae they may.” But the result 
was silenc^ Washington rumor told me that 
Pr«.dent Roosevelt himself had ordered the 
hBls report pigeondioled in the interest of 
harmony. But such dealings as I had 
h^ with Ae EBI gave me confidence in the 
mteg^ty of its proceedings. 

«P5fde-and another to 
which I shaU feter refer-my personal con- 
tacts with the FBI were with agents malting 
more or less routine loyally and security in- 
humes about individuals. Without exception 
1 found them courteous and intelligent. In 
one case an agent was both skillful and con- 
an inquiry which, mis- 
precipitated a famfly 
to^y. C^at I have not liked is the conduct 
" graduates in civil life.) 

My request for an investigation of the recent 
diappearance, almost certainly the kidnapping 
and murder of Professor Jesus de Galfa^ 

£„ »*>««■«- 
R^bhc, was turned _down. bv decision. 

of the DeFitoent of Justice and'p^ident 

Eisenhower bmsdf. As is usual in important 

case^ the pi has given some aid fa the 

matte to the New York City police upon 

I am 

told, have not dropped the case. 

In 22 of Mr. Whitehead's book 

you wiU find Ae wartime story of George 
Dasch and ha landing from a German sub- 
i^ne, wi* fellow saboteurs, on Long Mand. 

^e saboters were apprehended a week after 

1?, M w”f’- J'iroself 

v^t to Washington and told the whole story. 

Uhis fact was not made public at Ae time 
and nw publicly admitted, as I recall, until 
well after the end of the war.) The saboteurs 
« we were all mformed, svere tried in secret 
iy a military court and all but two, Dasch 
Md Buiger, sentenced to deaA. The fortunate 
very long prison sentences. Of 
Aese sentOTces Mr. Whitehead 
says nothing. One day late in 1946 or early 
m the next year, a woman came to see me' 

«y«ng that she did so at the request of her 
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DAGOBERT D. RUNES 



HE EAics of Spinoza is, without 
question, one of Ae most profound and 
basic works in aU philosophical litera- 
ture. Although highly appredated by pro- 
fessional philosophers, the volume has 
never received Ae wide popularity it de- 
serves. One of Ae main reasons for Ais 
situation can be found fa Ae fact Aat 
pinoza couAed his ideas in mathematical 
formulation and scholastic terminology- 
in i»rt;-at.Icast, in order to avoid-havW 
his friends and followers come into con- 

Act with the religious authorities of his 
time. 

Dr. Runes has attempted to free the 
work from its mathematical encumber- 
menls and to offer a key to the true mean- 
mg of the various sAolastic concepts con- 
tamed therein. He prefaced this edition 
with a biographical study of Spinoza, pre- 
sentmg Ae cultural and religious baA- 
ground of the distinguished philosopher. 



A must book for every phil- 
osophieolly minded person. 

$3.00 
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husband, George Dasch. At that moment the killed Cullen^'ana buried bim ; 
name meant nothing to me. She herself, an “ * in i 

American citizen, made a good impression. 

Her story was that she herself was a loyal 

citizen who had worked faithfully in a war ,jful betrayal of the whole 

r?T>T The 



or in iVu. ^ iiaj &en willing' to stain his 

hands svithtnu^a hat he -had needed 

only tune— which he go. 



was 




industry. She believed in her husband and I jFBI and the Department of Justice il , 

in the story he wanted her to tell me. In brief, 1 1 unconvinced. I argued that in any case. Da 
;he had saved the country much damage by '*had performed an important, perhaps an im- 
revealing the German submarine plot; he had mensely important, service to the United 

a had some trouble getting a hearing in Wash- States, and was entitled to a chance to live 

ington; the FBI and the Department of Justice and work in the country of which his wife 

haA^pramfe cd — h i m ,, t h a t, — while — u nder — ^war was- a -citizen j— T here— w e r e ^ e veh^Tnorg^ thair 

the usual bureaucratic delays in getting an 
answer from the Department of Justice Cnot 
the FBI),' hut at last the Department informed 
me that it denied further consideration rto 
Dasch not because of its old contention that 
he turned informer only through fear, but 
because he had publicly complained against 
the United States in ^st Germany, where 
he had gone for a time. 

The bureaucratic delays, were not the fault 
of the FBI, Its version of DascVs motives may 
be correct. But Mr. Whitehead's story implies 
that the solution of the case was more of a 
triumph of FBI techniques than it actually 
was. Could a similar comment be justly made 
on other stories in his book if we knew all 
the Tacts? Anyhow, the case of the saboteurs 
hardly ranks with the more spectacular achieve- 
mSate oF lEe Tor "exam]^e7 the dis-' 

covery of the kidnapper of the Weinberger^ 
baby on Long Island. That story, among 
other things, illustrates the value of finger- 
prints. And Mr. Whitehead and Mr. Hoover- 
^most have convinced this doubting Thomas 
that the registry of citizens' fingerprints— at 
least on a voluntary basis— may be more of a 
protection than a police state measure- But 



J conditions he could not be set free, he would 
be released after the war was over. I^ow, ’he" 
said, that promise was unfulfilled, and he had 
asked his wife to seek my help. 

I made some preliminary inquiries at the 
r^ew York office of the FBI and partially 
-verified this tale. Then I turned to that great 
lawyer and champion of civil liberty, Arthur 
Garfield Hays. We — mostly he— had no greaF 
trouble iri persuading the FBI, or rather the 
Department of Justice, to fulfill its promise. 
This it did upon condition that Dasch would 
accept deportation to Germany, where, one 
FBI *man told us, he thought Dasch would 
,not 'survive very long. Dasch took the chance ^ 
and went .to Germany with his wife. For 
some years he made a peaceful living there, 
but around about T952 or 1953 his story 
became Tmdwri^ ai3,''he”^id; hTS^Iife'T^^ 
threatened, Tlien I began to get letters from 
him, .asking for help to get' back to America. 
He repeated his old claim that he had deliber- 
ately enlisted as a saboteur in order to help 
the country in which he had long lived and 
of which his wife was a citizen; furthermore, 
he had almost immediately been disillusioned 
by Hitler on his previous return to Germany, 



before the war, and now he could no 'longer HI still doubt the wisdom, psychologically, of 
earn a living there, and his life was in danger. 1 1 requiring fingerprints of visitors from ahioad. 

Arthur Garfield Hays, alas, had died before ' ||Arid on this note I close this rather garrulous 
I could do much about this niatter. But moved review of a very interesting and, on the whole, 
Mby^epeated^appeals^hy^letter^from ^Mr$.^I>a$ch , ' convincing*boo k. — — - 

I took the matter up in. Washington. Tho FBI 



told me what it had earlier told Mr. Hays: 
that " Dasch had turned * informant only after 
he had run into '^an' American' sailor, John 
Cullen, oh the Amagansett^ beach, whom he 
had bribed and threatened. He knew, however, 
that sooner, or later Cullen would report the 
meeting and set the FBI on his trail. There- 
fore he had -turned informer to save himself. 
To this Dasch replied to me,, and repeatedly 
to Washington, that he could and would have 
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/In his, 'review, ot Don White- c 

thead'^^*The FBI Story,” .^pul> ^ 

lish^ by Random House, It ap- sins, lOt ; 

pears In the April Commentary, coirmilsMWha y 

^onlhlymagazinepf the^Amer- prdets^oJ/^|W^ \ 

lean Jewish Committee. ^ilce, i 

The former SoclaUst candl- I i.m Arous.-»i^fcUty ■ 

date for President has been ^„iilty- {jiom^rlUcUin” 
carrying on a controversy-.-voUh 

British Earl-Bertrahd RusgeU IS"' ‘ 
over the latter's eitraViagant 



attacks ,pn.the'FBt'i^/Ame^ . • ,. 

lean who vjcdmes^ out^loi^^»^^ ^ 



and 111 the 
^tfongLlor a 





Sy dr iumcd^« ;thia^3B^ 
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D E CLASSY FI CAT I ON AUTHORI if E- EP.IV ED * F POM : 
. FE I,'*’ AUT OHAT I C DEC LAS S I T I C JJT T UN" ** & T rfl| E 
DAT fO^M-neon 0 



Offfce Me\ 




fl' •; UISTIXED ST^^S GOVER 




TO 



FROM ; 






smjBcri 



:j 






DIRECO?OR, FBI (62'- 



SAO, lOT yCHK (62-11740) 

m " 

rOBMAN IHtMAS ' ' ' 

IIFOHI^TIOlt COnOERi:^-' 



DATE: 4/25/58 



’L s/wj. 






f iTf' 




4" 
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Caution should 1)0 exercised in reporting or 
aissonineting by^ other jneans information furnished by , 

!n 2179-S*, since the . nature of the iriformation tends, -■ 
to disclose the riaturo of this highly confidential ^ 
and sensitive informant. . "7'"' • 

^ > 

Oh 4/21/58^ m 2179-S* advised that a m State.; * 
CP Board neeting took place on that date in the Second 
plo^r Board Boom at OP Readquartern in iJic j>z . " . „ , 

f - - ‘ „ 

BVSL7!I wiener commented on a meeting 
took place at Ccopen IFnion (NYC) vdxich was,» she saidj 
"noteworthy among other things for ltd cojnplete iaek 
of red'-baiting., " (Nature of the meeting and itp date 
vJere not made known to the informant , ) 

X* 

' WIEiJER- stated that she W'S bold that NOmiAN 
THOMAs, a speaker at the Cooper Union meeting. Said that 
he- is changing from a position he has. always held? 
that he alifeys felt thab the Soviet Union and the USA 
vrere equally responsible for the war danger . Re now . 
feels that the U.S. is solely responsible , ^ 
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Above for information.. 



2,,*^ Bureau (62- 
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'*3 - Navi yoj* .(621*117461 .(7-3) 



1 .. JIY 1004^14) (CP,USA N,Y-»" i:dst,i'« organisation) (19-2) 
1 - iri 1P0^545§5^ /^B^EhyiJ WBE^^R) (12-140 .. 

, / j f 

DBGtrag urr- :i'* ‘ *s. %'aI - * « ■ ’" 
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r^^^CLASSIFlCATI^W AUTHORITY DERIvED FROM: 
f^BI rre^AT I OH GUIDE 

^ DATE 03-Z8-Zdlb 



03-Z8-Z010 ^ 

Oj ^ C6i . Alefn^nduM • united stA-®s government 



FROM 



P._ J. Baumgardner 

J. J. 

/JoAHAM HflOMA^ 

. / 

i 

i: 




Attached is a memorandum prepared by the. New York Office 
concerning captioned individual, which does npt include any information 
obtained as. the result of a file review at S^t of Government. The 
attached was transmitted, by New York Tetter dated June' 1958, 
captioned VComraunist Infiltration of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Internal Security i C,t the 
original of which is filed in BufiTe 6i;ST76- i?dV7 . ' 



EXTREME CAUTION SHOULD BE TAKEN* .IN UTILIZING TIIE INFORM-. 
TION IN THrATTACHED AS INCLUDED" TH ERET IU MY B E ' T I ff'DmTl ' OS^ ' PARTIC - 

THE HOUSli; coMittEE M UMrAklCAlj. 
(houAj . tfhicH:HAs NOT feii- -D efinitely identified AS- SEIng * 
CAPfiORED indivIDuALT the attached HeHORAMdUM, 0R*A gY. 
kLtkubucTiojj THEkEOF. SHOULD NOI .B E DISSEMINATED IN ITS ~ ENTlki^TY; ~^ 



RECOmiENDATION: " . - - , 

L ' ^ 

It is recommended- that .instant 'memorandum arid its .attachmehT 

be routed to- the Records Branch:, ~ ‘ - 

. - - 
f- To be filed iii case file of captioned. Tndiyidual 



/ / To have a new 100 nain inactive file opened- on 

captioiied ;individual and for filing therein. 



1 / 
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LASSIFICATIOH AUTHORITY 'DERIVED FROM: 



r'FEI AUT OHAT XC.DEC LAS « I F I CAT I ON GUID E 



DATE 09-?8-Z0r0 



0 



iri lC-0-7':29-EijbC 



*iN *, 'fjdijfc'. 







lTO?I!&iT a?H0!L\O 

porjnivtQO of 100 

pGfdnse snd' 
ES’Jcatioiial Fund, Inci, 






* I 

Eaol:; 3 ^'Dund ±nf oMia^ion' concofning the - sox., blrth>, 
rccider-cc and err.plojinent of ITOPJiL'i!! iTEQitkB i:s^ cceured f rOEi * ■ ' 

■ITho's K:o In iteortcOj "yoltsaa J’ •' ■ 

®iG confidont&ial infotnart who fnrnlshod iiii*or*ia1;.ion 
a'botit I'CPk!fPT ?!T>T-TAR coritained in- tho lcfcto?*ljoad ncnoj^andv® b 7 E 

is I Julio fumishod the Information to 

SA JATC-S-P. lailEHOrr on riajr £5> 






T—i*.'-"'- 



f Oj ‘ 



f r > 




' 


















y 








9 









IJY lOO-T'fSg-^C’-.bO 



^lonrmii ^HQims , 
GoirntttCQ of iOO IIAACP 
Def onoe \and 
EdiicaifciQtial Pimdj Inc, 



MOr^'Air 5fIiOi!AS is a uhlte male v;ho was born ' - 
r.ovcnbor 20, 1834 at? Karioii,. .£hio-, ^KOIiaS to 'c»a^‘ 2 ’Gntly 
as jChairnan of the Pcob^.'ar’ ITorlid Council at 




Itoad, If-UitJccfcon^' Ilo^i Yov'z 

"Who's V/bo in hvxQVica, V'olur.e 3O, 1953-59" reflects 
on pass 275^ that H0RI4&N was ordained a Preobjrtertati- 

nlnister in 1911 and 4-eiaitted t|ie mtniot3?y. in 19315 ^-lao 
candidate for feyor of tJie Qity of ilovi tOrfc on tvro - 
occasions, candidate for Governor of the State of iTej/' , ■ , 
York in 192^, and candidate . f Or ^President of tli6‘ United * 
States in 1928, 1932, 1935., 19.40, 1944 and 1943, all ; on ' 
the Socialist ticKet^ and, author of nmerous pamphlets' 6fi 
soclSUsn. ■ . ■ ' .' 

A confidential Infomant,, vjho "has f urolshed 
reliable information in the past,^ advised on .Hay 23,, 1958, ' - 
that lIOfu'I/iJi yH&FAS,. t^ socialist, was antir>cpnraimil.t and 
had never> to the informant' s Iniowledsei eschihitdd Ha'rxist- 
leainipt pCXieios... 53he informant said that he undorstood- 
that THC'II&S believed in Socialism' to bo achieved through 
peaceful neans which ^tas in opposition to . Sooialism 
under Tiarxism Leninism which palis. for violent revolution, 
Ihe informant said that THCIIAS had .dpinodjand participated 
in the activities of nuKibrous front or communist infiltrated 
organizations, but in tjiis - capacity, he ' had held .himself 
apart from CoKpiunism:. fhe informant advised that in 
conneQtlQn idth TiiOI'^S' membership in such organisations, 
ho had tended to advance Soeiellcm and to defend personal 
liberties, The informant said that he had heard in 
conversations within commvinist party circles that lIonilAlT 
“ '■ ' ■ A® COKTAllJ^. - ' 

fie?^BEK IS u:;CMSSl?JED 



JECKAS was arft>^comunist. 
ctASir, 









EXCE?r »ni2r.5 snam 
oyKEmwi's ' 




G/ 
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jJiQ iJoiKn^micfc Farfcjr Hao bjc?en' dcEjisnatod by bhe' 
^tfcorRey General of bhd United Statob as coinins x/itiiin 
the parview q£ Execu.tiv.c Order lO^i-50. 



The "Uaily Trfor'xor” t;as an East ppact Cci?r.u.iiiGt ‘ 
dally rrc'.icpa’^er t.'hich suspended publication on January 13a 

1953 . ■ ■ - \ ' 

On pase 4, coltpnn X of tba Ausust 1^ 195o issueii^ of 
the "Dally I'orhor" is a letter to 'the editor signed . 
"sincerely Koriian Theirao" t;hich, letter corrects an ailogcd 
nis^aotinp cf l?|lO’SS Vfbich appeared in. the Julp' 23^ i9fo 
issue. I^his letter states in part,; *'Ac you laioW;, X am 
anti-coar:rnist and I p:i anti-Suxth Act * 1 ♦ , Obviously 
1 qa not rore antiT'Cmith Act than f am anti-rCommunistj. if , 
for no other reason than the fact that Ccirmuhism In poveer 
alvfays irpoqcs far more restrictive Icalsl-ation' thaft’ the , 
Soith Act"«' . - ' ; 




1 











NOIttlAN THOtlAS, 

A.Member of the "Committee.- of . 100,”' N.A.A.C.P. 
- . Legal Defense & Educational Fund. Inc* 




NTlAi: 



A name check of the indices and/or printed hearings 
of the HGUA on the ns une NORMAN THOMAS, on 5/28/58, by • 

SE I I, reflected the following references 

which were not-^ checked against the original source: 

1. "National Republicy.'* for February, 1930, 

reflected one NORMAN THOMAS as on .Committee" for 
permission for entry of Count KAROLYI to the 
United States. ... 

2. The (Chicago?) *!Daily News,” 2/22/30, reflected 

one NORMAN THOMAS, candidate for Presidentron 
the Socialist Ticket in 1928 and Director of . 
the League for Industrial Democracy.. • . ^ 

3. The "Daily Worker” for 7/15/30', reflected one 
NORMAN THOMAS as 'on the Nation^ Committese of 
the American Progressive Committee. 

' ' ' > ' 

4. "New Masses” for 3/31/36, page 2, reflected one, 
■NORMAN THOMAS as a member of the. Mutual Aid , 

League.. 

5. "Labor Action” for 10/15/56, page 6, reflect^ 

that one NORMAN THOMAS was 'a witness for the 
Indep. Socialist. League ‘in its case against 
the Attorney General’s list. ^ 

6. "Labor Action” for 12/24/56, page 2, reflected- 
that one NORl-IAN THOMA^ refused to appear on a 
platform with apologist (CAl^ WINTER) for the 
"Communist Butchers” of Hungary,', at the mee'ting 
sponsored by the Detroit- Fellowship of- 
Reconciliation Chapter. - 

7. The "Daily Worker*! -for 10/24/57, page 2, reflected 

that* one NORMAN THOMAS, in a letter to the editor 
of the N.y, Pos't, 10 / 20 / 57 ', indicated support, of 
the movement for a U.S. Supreme.' Court review of 
the MORTON SOBELL case. ' - < 
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CON^NTiAt 

A letterhead, dated 9/8/30, reflected that one 

NORIIAN M, THOM^ was a member of the Board of Directors, 

.American Fund for Public Service. 

The “Daily Worker” for 4/23/57, page 3, reflected- 
that-one NORHAN THOMAS, “veteran Socialist leadei;” 
was a speaker at a forum'^on- “Socialism in the 
United States” to be held April 23 at Swarthmore 
College. Other speakers: JOHN GATES, Editor of 

the “Daily Workei;^' and MURRY ^ffilSS, Socialist 
Workers. Party. 

L 

The'Daily Worker” for 8/1/56, pag^47"^ reflected 
that one NORMAN THOl-IAS wote a letter, referring 
to comments about, him in the July 26, 1956, issue , 
of “Daily Worker.” 

The “Daily Worker” for 4^20/27, page 5, reflected 
that- one NORMAN THOMAS participated in a New Jersey 
strike. - , 

“Labor Action” for 7/1/57, page 4, reflected that 
one NORMAN THO^IAS in a letter witten by him to 
A. J. MUSTE, sets forth a statement of his reasons 
for strong opposition to an official in-vjestigation 
of the American Forum, by Senator EastleUid’s 
Committee despite his'oT^n objection to .■fehe-Forum 
as it has been set up. _ " - - 

^ I 

“Labor Action” for 12/24/56, reflected that one 
NORMAN THO^iAS-'sent regrets for his Inability to 
attend the meeting held at the Community Church, 

Friday, December 14, at which the panelists 
discussed "Socialism and Democracy; East & West.” 

The “Daily Worker” for 7/30/57, page 3,- reflected 
that- one NORMAN THOMAS was a scheduled speaker at 
a public meeting sponsored by the newly-formed 
N.Y. Committee Against Testing Nuclear Weapons, 
to be held August 6 in Tow Hall, N.Y. 

The “Daily Worker” for 6/2/38, page 5, reflected 
one NORMAN. THOMAS -as a .supporter of a meeting of 
the Medical Bureau & North American Committee to 
Aid Spanish Democracy.. - | 
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19. 
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21 . 



22 . 
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’•Volunteer for Liberty,” VolTune I, No.- 3, i 

Jxme 8, 1937, reflected->that the name of one 
NORMAN THO^IAS appeared in a reprint of a telegram' 
sent by the Abraham Lincoln Brigade to the Brigade 
in Spain.. 



”The Struggle Against War” for August, 1933, page 2, 
reflected that one NORM^-^ THOMAS was, a member' of the 
Arrangements Committee, American Committee for 
Struggle. Against War, for the United States Qongress 
Against War. 

A pamphlet. Presenting the American -Student Union, 
(back cover), reflected that one NORMAN' THOMAS was 
a member of^the Advisory Board of the American 
Student Union. 

The ’’Daily Worker’.! . for 3/19/38 j page 2, reflected 
that«one NORMAN THOMAS x^as a speaker at a Progressive 
Rally, ^sponsored by the Medical Bureau and. North 
American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. 

s 

’’Chanroion” for October, 1936, page 8, reflected 
that^bne NOIttiAN TTIOMAS was a contribu-tor. » 

’’The People vs. H..C.L.,” a pamphlet j page 3, 

December 11-12, 1937, reflected that one NORMAN 
THOMAS was a sponsor of the Consumers National 
Federation. , 



The “Daily Worker” for 4/30/27, page 5, reflected 
that^one. NORMAN THOl-IAS was arrested at Passaic, 
New Jersey, at a. rally of the International Labor 
Defense. . . ^ 



A pamphlet. The Second National Negro Congress, 
October, 1937, reflected that one NORMAN THOIMAS 
spoke. •. . . 



The ’’Daily Worker’! for 2/15/38, page 7, reflected 
that- one NORMAN THOMAS was a contributor to the 
official proceedings of "the Second National Negro . 
Congress . 



A typewitten petition (32 pages), dated 5/12/46, 
page 11, reflected that, one NORMAN M. THOMAS, 

113 West 23rd St., N.Y.C., was a signer pf ,^ 
petition sponsored by the New Jersey Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship, protesting the 
citation for contempt of the officers of th^ 

5 ' 
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"New Masses” for 7/20/37, page 29 j reflect 

one NORMAN THOMAS was a speaker at the 1st Anniversary 

of Anti-Fascist Struggle in Spain, meeting at Madison 

Square Garden, July 19, 1937, sponsored by the 

North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. 



A letterhead, dated 3/20/26, reflected that one 
NORMAN THOMAS was a member of the Advisory Board of 
Russian. Reconstruction -Farms, Inc. 



"Soviet Russia Today" for September,' 1947, page 21, 
reflected that one NORMAN THOMAS wrote the book 
"Appeal to the Nations," reviewed by IRVING H. 
EL'AKIin "Soviet Russia Today." 



"Call to the United States Congress Against War," 
September 1-4, 1933, N.Y.C., page 3, reflected - 
that one NORMAN THOMAS!,- member^ N.E.C.. Socialist 
Party of America, was a member of the Arrangements 
Committee of United States Congress Against War. 

A letterhead, dated November, 1926, reflected that 
one NORl-IAN THOMAS was a member of the Sacco- 
Vanzette Emergency Committee. 

A leaflet, "The Job 'of the Workers Defense League,"* 
(filed 5/1/39), reflected that one NORMAN THOMAS . 
was a members of tlie“Nationai Committee of ,the Workers 
Defense League* .. > , , , 

The "Evening Star" for April 9^ 1958, page A- 38, 
reflected that Chairman WALTER of HCUA described 
as a "propaganda hoax!* the- legal action to halt 
United States atom tests, filed in Federal Court 
here by Mr. (NORMAN) THOMAS and 13 others. 

- ' . - - - . ^ 

"Peoples World** for 4/12/58, page 5, reflected that 
one NORMAL THOMAS was one of those who brought suit 
in Federal Court in Washington to enjoin members 
of the Atomic Energy Commission from conducting 
further nuclear tests. 

> 

t 

A Dinner -Program, May 24, (1939), reflected that 
one NORMAN THOMAS was a speaker- before the Non- 
Partisan' Committee for the Defense of FRED E. BEAL 
(’-*Anti-Communist") . - • • - , . 
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.GONFfp^j//) 

A leaflet, March 1 to 8, 1942, reflected that one / \ ^ 

NORIIAN THOMAS was member of the Committee of ^ 

Sponsors for National Sharecroppers Week. 



”IbeniaJ*for 2/15/54, inside front cover, rejflected 
that one NORMAN THOMAS was the Honorary Chairman 
of “Ibenia” (bulletin on Spanish affairs). 

A letterhead of 10/l0/47. a letterhead of 12/2/46 
and the "American Writer" for March, 1947, reflected 
that one-NORMAN THOlf^ was a member of the Board 
of Directors of the American Writers Association, 

Inc . - ... 



A Press Release"! 6/16/47, page 4, reflected that 
one NORMAN THOMAS, Anti-Communist" was on the 
Executive Committee■^for the American Association 
for a Democratic Germany. , , ’ . . 

‘Hi/hy a Milk Cooperative,” back cover, reflected . 
that one NORMAN THOMAS was a sponsor of the 
Consumer-Farmer MdLlk Cooperative. 

Hearings. House of Representatives, 75th Congress, 

3rd Session-, Testimony of JOHN P. FREY, President, 
Metal Trades Department of the AFL -on August 15, 1938; 

Page 161 reflected one NORM' M. THOMAS,, National 
Committee of American Civil Liberties Unionj was 
connected with six other organizations and is a 
clergyman combining intellectual radicalism with 
religion (quoted from Senate Document No. 1'4 of 
1924). . 



Page 480 reflects that one NORMAN !lfflOMAS sent 
felicitations to the itt^risoned anarchists 
MOONEY and BILLINGS (year not given). 

Page 488 reflects one NORMAN THO^iAS was included 
in a list of speakers at a, 4-day session of the 
Workers Alliance of America, Washington, D ♦ C . ,' in 
1935. 

Page 521 reflected one NORMAN THOLIAS as a member of 
Executive Committee of the Civil Liber'ties Bureau. 
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41. 



42. 



Page 537, a footnote to. the Report of the Amexsd^a^ 
Civil Liberties Union, 1938, reflects one NORMAN 
THOMAS-as "Leader of the American Socialist Party.” 



Page 628, under caption "Scottsboro' Defense Committee,” 
it was noted that a' testimonial dinner was- given in 
honor of NORMAN THO^IAS in 1936. 

i ■ 

Page 668 reflects that HpRY HODGKIN, in 1915, 
obtained the cooperation of one NORMAN THOilAS 
(Socialist candidate for President of United. States 
on many occasions) to assist him with the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. 



Page 685. In December, .1931, the League of 
IndustriallDemocraby held a National Student Conference 
at . the llnloh Theological Seminary, NYC, and, NORilAN 
THOMAS spoke on "America, In a State of Revolution.” 

Page 686 reflected that.ohe NORMAN THOMAS was 
connected ^/Ith the American Civil Liberties Union. 

Page 689 reflects that one NORMAN THOMAS, In 1929, 
was one of those who prepared pamphlets dealing 
with public , o\mershlp and Government ^cpntrol of 
certain industries. ... 

Page 694 reflected that one NORMAN THOMAS was 
connected with the FERRERO'-SALLETTO ..Defense 
Committee set up in the U.S. to defend those two 
anarchists from deportation. 

Testimony of RAY E. NBIMO on October 24, 1938, on 
page 1891 under the caption of ’Communist Inter- 
national,” one NOl^lAN THOLIAS said that confiscation 
of property by legal procedure, could not be overcome. 

Testimony of HARPER L. KN0\7LES, Chairman of the 
Radical Research Committee of the American Legion, 
Department of California, on. October: 25, 1938. On 
page 1966 and 1967 one NORMAN THOMAS, Socialist 
candidate for President, \^s one- of sponsors of 
California Conference of Agricultural Workers 
held at Stockton on Jruie 6 and 7, 1936.. 
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Testimony of Ji B. IIATTHEX'JS, November 5, 1938, ‘ 
reflected on page 2184. tbat>» one NORMAN THOII^ ^ ^ 

who was ihvit.ed to appear before the, investigating 
Committee of the American League (against War and 
Fascism?*} 'but declined oh the grounds that. ,it was 
a packed^committeei packed by communists. 

Testimony of SAM BARON on U/23/38, on pages 2549 
and 2550; The Chairman of Committee -read a telegram 
dated 11/22/38, Boston; Mass.,- from one NORMAN 
THOMAS, National Chairman, Socialist Party,vt6 
Chairman MARTIN DIES--"SAM BARON* s, appearance. .before 
you is completely* repudiated, by Socialist Party. 

Ill health may lead him to distort, and exaggerate 
stories 'pf Spanish sxtual:ioh# We are concerned 
for preservation of civil liberties evex^vhere but 
we believe Sjpaniards/ are today struggling for them 
far better than your committee and we again renews 
support to the heroic Spanish struggle against 
fascism*” 

After the telegram BARON stated; 

want the record to show 'that*. r requested' that 
that telegram from NORMAN THOMAS- be read into the 
record. I- want to* say, I think. NORIIAN .IMOMAS is 
one of the greatest living Americans, that, .wherever 
civil liberties; wherever there is injustice 
committed against the freedom of the people, 

NORMAN THO^^ is in the forefront of that, struggle. 

"In Tanma,. Fla.; where the'Ku Klux tarred and . 
feathered JOSEPH SHOEMAKER,, who subsequently .died 
from that treatment, NORMAN THOJIAS was' 
fighting the good fight." , . 

"In Terre Haute, Ind., when martial law was invoked, 
NORMAN THOMAS'; was . there. ^ 

‘HThen the shdrecfoppers were fighfingvfor. their- 
.fights through Arkansas and other states,* NORMAN 
THOMAS was there." . ■ ,* * " • - * 

"In Jersey City,*"' when civil liberties fj-zere abridged, 
NORMAN THOMAS was there i - , <* i „ ' 




fiDI^NTlAL 

”Not only in the .United States, and issues concerning 
it, but even concerning Soviet Russia, NORMAN THO^iAS 
has been in the forefront to point out to the 
citizens of the United States that the practices 
of the Qonuaunists in Soviet Russia are vicious and 
murderous • 

”As to Loyalist Spain, the daily press mil 
continuously show that NORMAN THOMAS has come out 
and made statements against practices in Spain which 
I am hjere how testifying .to.” 

Testimony on 12/6/38 of HENRY 6. ALSBERG, National 
Director, Federal Writers* Project, TTPA, on 
■page- 2897, he furnished the name of one NORMAN 
THOMAS as being on the International Committee for 
Political Prisoners. 

Testimony on 12/8/38 of Col. LATHAJI R. REED, on 
page 297.9, Reed Exhibit No. 2, reflected one 
NORMAN M. THOMAS was connected with American Civil 
Liberties Union as taken from a letterhead of the 
ACLU dated 6/7/38. , . 

Page 2568 reflected a letter from the Provisional 
Labor C.ommittee for the Defense of Workers Rights 
In Spain, N.Y.C., 12/23/37, reflecting that on 
1/22 (1938) at 2 P.M., a conference is to be held 
of all interested organizations at Webster Manor, 

119 E. 11th St.; one NORilAN THOMAS was one of the 
signers of the letter. 

Page 2591, an article in "Time” Magazine, 10/24/38, 
bn Trotsk^st Trial in Spain, one NORMAN .THOilAS 
among others believed that one ANDRES N3N..was 
murdered. 

On page 2596 is reflected the fact that one 
NORMAN THOMAS sent a telegram to one JOHN MC NAIR 
in Spain, on July 3, 1937 (?) 

On page 2613. is reflected the fact that one 
NORilAN THOMAS sent a protest to the Spanish 6ov*t. 
in July, 1937, regarding the arrest of JOSEPH M. 

ESCUDER. 
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On page 2625 SAM BARONS told , 

American Vice-Consul in Speiin, that he, wanteaihim 
to send a message to NORMAN THOMAS in the United 
States notifying him that he (BARON) was in the 
hands of the communists and he didntt know what 
they intend to do. * . 

On page 2660 BARON quoted from an appeal to 
Socialist Voters published by the- New York State 
Committee of the Commimxst Party—; A vote for , 

THOMAS is in effect aid to Fascist aggressors— 
a helping hand to the American -chamberlains'. 

On page 2664 BARON testified, “Before identifying 
certain individuals who are operating in piublic 
organizations and concealing their identities, I 
would like the record to show also as one being 
present during the time that NORMAN THOMAS was 
forcibly removed from Jersey City, -^d upon His 
second deportation I was deported tfith him on the 
same train— that the statements made before your 
committee that the incidents that occurred in 
Jersey City in relation to Mayor HAGUE were 
commimist inspired is not true.” 

f - 

"The statement was made in the New York City hearings 
that members of the Federal Writers* Project who 
were kno\m . communists were in Jersey City- helping* 
to make publici-ty arrangements and other arrangefaients 
for the meetings there. I do not -recall that it was 
for the NORMAN THOM^ -meeting, but I think it was 
for a couple' of. members of the Congress, a,s I recall 
it now." He further stated— "But aside f r bm^ that , 
(Jersey-sCSty meeting arranged. by Int*l Labor Defense), 
NORMAN THOMAS, and, as I contend, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the Workers* Defense League, arid 
the CIO are not * fronts* for- the communists arid, 
were not operatirig in the interest- of the Communist 
Party. For- bhe sake of the record, there was no’ 
testimony to the effect that the Communist Pairty or, 
as I recall it, that even communists were sponsors 
for'^the NORMAN THOMAS meeting or had anything to do 
with it." — ^ 

On page 2673 BARON stated that NORMAN THOMAS was 
lashed by the- communist movement. 
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45. Hearings, House of Representatives, 76th Congress, 1st 
Session, Testimony of WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, Chairman of the 
Communist Party of the United Sta.tes on September 29, 1939. 

.A pamphlet entitled "Acceptance Speeches, WIUIAM Z. FOSTER 
and BENJAMIN GITLOW’* Exhibit A (National Election Campai^ 

Committee Workers (Communist party 1928) reflected that 
NORMAN THOMAS, the nominee of the Socialist Party for 
President, is, in fact, only a camouflaged defender of 
capitalism - a disguised supporter of_ the present system of' 
exploiting the 'workers. . ‘ ' j . 

On Page 5406, reflects under caption - .Sole of the Socialist 

Party - The result' of capitalism is wage cuts, unemployment^ poverty, 

misery, frameups, white terror^ fascism and imperialist 

world wa,r. These fruits of capitalism NORMAN THOMAS favors ^ 

but he does not, favor revolution* to -end all this. 

Testimony of, KENNETH GOFF,' October. 9, 1939. Oh Page 5635, 
taken from the minutes^ of the' Resident Board meeting, 

December- 24 j. 1937, ’’.’IThere lare some yery important developments 
today on the iabor-'froht'j there isj- a revival of the whole , 

NORMAN THOMAS schboli " " \ ' ^ ‘ , 

On Page 5689, t^eii. from the minuses of the National Resident 
Board meeting, Yougg Communist League, U. S. A, , April 9, 1938, 
under caption "Spain", "Approval of having CELES^ STAGES 
debate NORMAN THOMAS at the .University of 'Ittnhespt'a if he accepts 
the challenge." ; 



46. Hearings, House of Representatives j, 76th Congress, 1st* 
Session*, Testimony" on. October 17, 1939, of Hon. VITO- 

HMCANTONIO, member of Congress, National President, 
International .Labor Defense. On, Page 597,9 MAITCANTONIO 
stated that many non-communists made appeals for the 
Scottsboro boys, i'hcluding one NOBMAN THOMAS.*’ 



47 



Testimony of FRED ERWIN BEAL, former Communist organizer 
in Lawrence, New Bedford, and Gastonia, on October 
1939. On Page 6144, reference is made to. aiietter from 
the International Labor Defense, 80 E* 11th Street, 

Room 430, N. Y. C. , October 21, 1930, to SOGER BALDiyiN, 
■100 Fifth Avenue, New York City. A paragraph taken 
from this letter is as follows: "We .must say quite 

frankly that the actions taken by yoiir board are not 
based upon the interest of persecuted .workers -but are 
in effect an attempt to use the Gastonia incident for 
the political purposes of such of your members as 
(one) NORMAN THOMAS." ‘ - 
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48. Testimony of HfiBBY EREEMAN WARD, October 23, 1939, 
page 6237, is reflected that one NORMAN THOMAS, member 
N. y; C, , Socialist Party of America was onithesarrangement 

committee for the U. S. Congress Against War (to’ be held 
in New York City, September 2-4, 1933). 

49. Testimony on October 24, 1939, of FRANCIS. ADAMS- E^SON,, 
Consultant on Ihiblic Relations. (On page' 6359, HENSON 
stated that only "that section led by MARY FOX and 
NOMAN THOMAS was a. part of the (American) League 
(Against War and Fascism) in February and March of 1934. ” 

On page 6361, it is reflected that a 'call on Socialist 
Party members to revolt against NORMAN THOMAS, was 
another way of recruiting, for the Communist Party. 

50. Testimony on November .27, 1939,.. of GEORGE W^ HARTMANN, 
Associate Professor," of Educatibnai. 'Psychology, 

Teachers* College, New Yorkl- On pages- 6'8.42, ' he mentioned 
the fact that the communist* won Id' defesnd a dictatprial 
regime in order to *»exii<B .on kiil” ^a man like one 
NORMAN THOMAS. ' . , ’ ^ ’ 

On page 6855, HARTMA^ pointdd .but * that* he.fwas, the 
Socialist candidate fbr^ Lieutenant ^ Governor in. New 3(ork 
last year (1938), the running .mate.; with ore- -NORMAN 
THOMAS, . - \ ' ■ .. 

Statement on November 27, 1939,. of Dr. HENRY 1^. LINVILLE, 

New York, Executive. Director of the New York Teachers 
Guild. On page 688.6 he- referred to a pamphlet which 
made mention of a debate on November 27, 1935,. at 
Madison Square Garden between EARL BROWD3ER and* NORMAN 
THOMAS, BRCWDER challenged THOMAS to cooperate in the 
Teachers* Union, Socialist aiid Communist , to t.ake..^actipn 'as 
they had done elsewhere. 

Testimony of JOSEPH P. LASH, National Secretary, JUmerican 
Student Union, New Ybrk City, on 12/1/39. On page 
7068 'he reads from the November -December , 1934,- 
•'Student Outlook” from an editorial in which one person 
with a fictitious name attempted to connect one NORMAN- THO was 
and President WILECINS of oberlin in the granting of a,Lea^e 
for Industrial Democracy scholarship. ' 
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Testimony of J£S lIo.VESTONE, Secretary, Independence 
Labor Lea^e of ./jtoerica, -on December 2, 1939. . On 
p^ge. 7105, -helih^cated that one. NORMaN TH0H&S .was 
a sociaL fascist, ' < ' * ? - . 






Hearings, House of :Representa'£ives ^ 77th Congress, 1st 
Session testimony of STEPHEN W. BIRMINGHaM, Investigator, 
Special Committee on Un>rAmerican Activities, on August 11, 
1941. On page 8767 is the following under subcaption. 

"V. Tasks, in U. S.,A. Q.^, , Exposure of the sabotage of 

the Trotskyitesi Lovestoneites-, and Socialists (3); 

The isolationist attitude of NORMAN THOMAS. The main 
article on '8764 is headed - ‘’Spain and the Peoples 
Front/' March 1, 1938 j New York County Committee, Communist 
Party, Education Department. 



On Page 8767, is the cap;tion "Our Election Campaign and, 

Its Relation to’ the American. Labor Party," .^Communist Par3:y, 
New York, District,. A^^st 26, 1936w On page 8769 under 
Part IX "The, position of the- Socialist Party in regard 
to the American lAbor Party," mention is made of; a leiter 
of' one^THOMS, to London and a speech, of one — THOKIAS 
to the"" Toimsendites. « 



52. House Report #1311, 78th Congfessr, 2nd' Session ^ .'Report 
on. the CIO Political Action Committee. On page 75 one 
NORMAN, THOMAS was listed as a Director of the American 
Fund for -Public Service, 



•53, Hearings ,■ House of, Representatives, 78th Congress, 1st 

Session, Testimony- on January 21, 1942, of .JOSiaPH'P.,. LASH, 
General Secretary, International Student Service, LASH 
stated in answer to a query that he, one NORMAN THOM^„ 
might have denounced the North American Committee* to 
.Aid> Spanish Democracy in 1938 and asked all socialists 
to. withdraw support from it, i , 

54.’ Testimony on April !>. 1943,, of GOODWIN B; WATSON^ Chief 
Analyst of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Servioe, 
Federal Communications Commissions, He .stated that one 
NORMAN THOMAS: was connected with the .^erican Student 
.Union, 



55i Testimony on April 8i 1943 j of JACK BRADLEY PAHyj Bpard 
of Economic Warfare. On page 3457, mentioned is' made 
of people who had been send to Spain by the Socialist 
Party and that he had gone to talk with one NORMAN THOMAS 
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to see if there wasn't some, way they could be brought home 
On page 3461 he stated- that he had never met NORMAN 
THOMS up to the time he left for Spain in *1936. 



56. Testimony of ROBERT HORSS LOVETT, Government Secretary, 
Virgin Islancte, Department of the Interior on April 16, 
1943. He stated that one NORMAN THOMAS was a trustee 
of the Garland Fund, correctly known as the American 
Fund for Public Service. 



•57. Appendix Part 1, Compilation of Original Sources used 

as exhibits to show the nature and aims of the Communis ty 
Party, its connections with the USSR and its^ advocacy 
of force and violence House of Representatives, 

Congress, 1st Session. On page 497, appears Exhibit #77 

(Source: A pamphlet published for the Communist Party 
National Campaign Committee hy Workers Library Publishers, 

New. York, 1932.) "The Fight- for -Bread by EARL BROWDER" 
a keynote speech opening the-'Natlonal Nominating Conven- 
tion of tbe Communist. Party, ’.Chicago, Hay 28, 1932. On 
Page 498 one <NORMAN THOMAS .was listed as leader of the so- 
called.jSocialist Party who .supported J. PIEIffONT MORGAN 
in attacking the Communist Party. 

On' Page 739, appears- Exhibit- #l6l > (Source: Excerpts from 

"Why Communism*-' by M., j. OLGI-N, a pamphlet published 
by the Workers Library Publishers, New York, May, 1935, 
pages 27-28, 32 j 33,^3, 58-T;2X captioned "No Need of Revolution" - 
one toV NORMAN THOMAS,. leader of American Socialists said, 

"of -course, there is, the Federal Constitution which prohibits 
the confiscation of property j, by legal procedure, but this, 
can be overcome.** 



On page 862, appears Exhibit 187 (Source: An original 

leaflet in the files of the Special Committee on Un- 
American Activities, 1940) - "Unite Against Warmakers - 
Keep America Out of War<5" ■- Qn page 863 under the caption 
**Lest We Forget" - it states the Roosevelt War and hunger 
program has the active support of such labor officials 
and social democratic leaders as one — THOMAS, among 
others. 



On page 865 appears Exhibit #189 (Source: Ah original 

leaflet in the files of thd Special Committee on Un- 
American Activities - 1940) - "Save America's Peace. *t 
On page 867, is reflected the following: '^Beware of the 

Agents of Wall Street in. the ranks of labor, the 
NORMAN THOMASes, and old guard socialist, the DUBINSKYs, 
HILLMANS and WALLS. They are blood brothers of the 
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European Social - De’mocrats, the British Laborltes, 
and French Socialist, -who sat in, the. war cabinets of 
Europe directing the murder of/miilions of youthl” 

58. Hearings, House of Representatives, 7,7th Congress, 

1st Session - Appendix Part, V - Transport Workers 
Union. ■ • . .■ 

On Page 1660, inhibit. 21, one NORHflN THOMAS, National 
Chairman, Socialist Party is .listed as a sponsor of 
the Consumer - Parmer Milk Coopera'tiye, Inc.,, 215 4th 
Avenue, jN3TC, , 

. . * « \ t ' ~ w 

On page 1666, Fhzhibit 25„ one NORMAN THOMAS, was jnentioned 
in article of. the' Progressive Party,' as Socialist 
candidate for President. 

’ 1 

On page .1699, Exhibit <48 ("Daily Worker.*’, fo;r. 5/1/34) 

"The Taxi Strike as Seen by A New York Transpoj;t T/orker^ ** 

It is. stated that through the machinations of one NORMAN 
THOMAS, the priest, among others, the taxi -drivers were 
forced back to- work.. 

59. Hearings, House, of Representatives, 79th Congress 1st 
Session, statement^ of; WILLIAM Z. FOOTER, October 18,, 

1945, on page -67, mentions one NORMAN THOMAS as being, 
connected with Socialism. .■ r • . 

On page 124, FOSTER stated thAt one ;Mr. NORMAN THOMAS is 
one of the bitterest- enemies, of the Soviet Union, .in the 
United States and is .a. red baiter, adding;.; that. .he. sabotaged 
the. .war we .have; just gone through and considered the 
Soviet Union, not HITLER, as the main enemy.- 

60. Hearings^. House of Representatives-, 80th, Congress. 1st 
Session, on H. R. 1884 and H, R. 2122, on March 26., 

1947, is- the testimony of Dr. EifERSON SCHMIDT, Secretary, 
Committee on Socialism, and. G:pmmuhism, Chamber ' of -Commerce 
of' the United States. -The repor.t of the U. S. Chamber 
of Commerce - "Communist. Infiltration- in the, ,Uni,ted 
States?*, on page 164, states numerous liberal-minded 
individuals, such as NCHIMAN THOl^S, in sympathy with the 
struggle against Fascism in Spain, have, testif ie.d as; to 
the real nature of. these; organizatiphs, which were set up 
in response to the communist appeals.'* 
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Hearings, House of Eepresentatives, 81st Congress 
Session, sworn testimony of GEORGE K, HUNTON on 
it is reflected one NORMfiN THOMAS was one of a group ^ 
of outstanding, reputable leaders who notified the 
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American Scottsboro Committee,- that they wanted to 
organize what HONTON believed, was the firfet united front 
in this country. 



/ 



62. Hearings, House of Representatives, -81st Congress, 2nd 
Session; testimony of ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS, pn .March 28, 

1950; He stated that he had been asked to join front 
organizations and he in turn would ask if one NORMAN THOMAS 
was on the Board, 

63. Hearings, House of Representatives:, 81st Congress, 2ndf 

Session. Testimony of one NORMAN THOMAS on May 3, , 

1950, pages 2291/2296, who appeared as a representative of 
the Socialist Party. He stated '*I am npt now a member of 
the Communist Party, I have never been a member of the 
Communist Party, ' and at least since 1936 I have had far 
less to do with members of the Communist Party than have 
the Democrats and Republicans who accepted the endorse- 
ment of the ALP in New York.”.,. ^ 

”I appear in behalf of the Socialist Party in opposition 
to the Huhdt-Ferguson-Nixon' Bill, with special reference 
to %hpse sections which require registration of 
Communist organizations and their members,,”... 

-- I ^ ^ 

”I believe that the Communist Party is by its nature 
undemocratic and in many of its activities thoroughly 
conspiratorial. It is i controlled by the same men who 
are the' .'dictators of. a foreign government, .Nevertheless, 

I think it would be a blow to democracy and to sound 
public policy to outlaW' the Communist Party.,. 

“Whatever the intentions of the authors, the practical 
effects- of this bill would be to outlaw the Communist- 
Party, to drive, it., still' further underground, and to 
force it to new disguises in ,'the field of electoral 
action. You gentlemen are sufficiently experienced in the 
psychology of American politics and the practical workings 
of parties to realize that no party can function effectively 
under the regulations -you propose. The bill is an indirect 
way of outlawing the party.'/ 
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think it ought to be obvious that that is true. Incidentally**- 
and parenthetically, if the communis.ts should have 
anyone who hdd the nerve-and they tnightrand, shhll I 
say had a pra'c.tical joker, he could cause a lot of 
embarrassment by filing the names of people the Communists 
hated. .These people probably could clear themselves, 
perhaps ^easier .than Mr. LATTIMOIffi is now beca.use of the 
difficulties he faces, not because I think he is a Communist, 
but<neve;:'theless it 'would be quite, embarrassing. . All 
that would have to be done would be for the communists 
to t.urn in the; names of people they hated, and these people 
would be a long time clearing-, their names, in other 
wprds, it is completely impractical bill, and I doubt 
thdt the Communist Party would attempt to comply with 
it at al^. They simple would go underground. Despite 
the sin,s of the Communist Party, it does not prespht 
such, a clear and prespnt danger to American institutions 
and to- democratic p?:ocedures that we should be j.ustif ied 
in outlawing it and, driving it stili farther into under- 
ground conspirapy. The effect of, the bii.1 v/ill be to- 

‘ feive not only Communists .obut organizations, dubiously 

connected with communism the accolade of martyrdom., Through 
the world America will be adv,e^tised as a country which, 
in a basic respect, violates the demqcracy it professes ^ 



’•Remember that JEuropean governments are not in .a position 
to outlaw communist parties. They are too strong. But 
in France,; for instance, there is a very strong non-r 
communist feeling very suspicious to us, and if we simply 
outlawed the Communist Party, -their confidence in us 
woqld go by the board. ' The -good American principle 
that the ballot ,1s the completely satisfactory substitute 
, fpr the bullet and an entirely adequate way of effecting 
the changes the people desire > will seem to have been 
flouted. There is no existing emergency of a, magnitude 
to justify such an attitude, , 

’•What is.still worse in the bill befCre you is the drastic 
power, given to the -Government generally^ and. the special 
board in' particular , to brand^ individuals, as. -well as 
organizations, as -'•communist’* on the basis of highly subjective 
opinions which cannot be adequately controlled by any set 
of interpretations of the standards set down in the act.'*.. 



‘‘This (bill) would exclude- well-known converts from 
communism who are now in displaced persons camps in 
Europe solely because they are not communists* The 
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communists in the displaced persons camps.-, unless they 
placed there as spies, have long .since gone home. I 
think it is justifiable for a government to .exclude 
immigrants who are -definitely committed to communism, 
because of the surrender of their conscience to an out side 
agency, and that is all,"... 



Itf-iipsing he states "This is a subject on which I feel 
rather strongly, and: I have known communists, a Ipt 
longer than some of y.ou,’‘ 



64, House Beport #1661,. 82nd Congress, 2nd Session - Beview of 
The Uethodist Federation for Sb'cikl "Action - On page 
47 - members of the church are urged' "to use the church 
as an instrument in getting rid of capitalism and 
inaugurating a decent, .humane society," and it quotes 
one NORMN‘THOM^,..S*pcia-list leader, a's saying,' in the 

"Christian ‘.CentuiiyJ'tjhkt the Christian religion "which in 
the main, has been opiate, yet,, carri.es. da its sacred books 
so much dynamite, H echoes the bolshevist - athei'St slogan, 
"Religion , is 'the Opium,,of' the' People. " 

65. Testimony of Bikhop BROMLEy pXNAM’ on 7/21/53. 

On page ,3691, i^ ;02OT^ '^hibit j^24-, -a. letterhead of 
the Committee on Militarism in‘. Education, 2929 Broadway, 

New York City, dat ed’ 'Oct ober 1^.. 1935, -on which appeared 
the name of one NORMfiN THOMaS as ‘^pn. Executive Board. 

66i Hearings, House of Representatives, -83rd' C.ongress, 2nd 

Session, Testimony- on, November ?9, 1954^ of SAMUEL ,HiRSCH. 

He. stated that during, the .first year -he y/as at the 
University of North Carolina one NORMAN. THOMAS spoke 
bef ore the -.Carolina Political Union. 

67 i Appendix-Part. IX . " . . ' 

Page 520, reflects one NORMAN THOMAS, Princeton, was 
on the sponsoring committee for a dinner sponsored by 
the American Student. 'Union -,(*!Student Advocate", February, 

1937:, page 2). , , - 

* ** ** ' „ 

page. 548, one, NORMAN THOMAS,, an endorser, pf the Ameri^cah 
Youth Act (press release issued, by. Ameri.can .Youth Congress) . 

* jtt 

Page 995f , one NORMAN THOMAS is mentioned as stressing 
the danger pf American fascism, .but his own party is fin^re'ctly 
helping Fascism by its insis'Sence on democracy a.nd evading, 
the issue of militan't organiza'tion and s-t'ruggle. 
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Page 1162f reflects one NORHflN THOMflS of Detroit, 

Michigan, was a sponsor of the Mother Ella Beeve 
Bloor 45th ihmiversary Banquet. 

Page 1608f reflects one NORMAN THOMAS, made the follow- 
ing statement in the "Socialist Call** of June 24, 

1939 - "The North American Committee contains among 
its sponsors and members many eminent people who are, 
of course, not communist, but so far our efforts have 
failed to arouse these non-communists to the importance 
of putting the active management of the Committee in 
America and the distribution of funds in Europe beyond 
the possibility of partisan control. The tragic conflict 
of loyalist forces in Madrid at the end of the heroic 
struggle emphasized the communist control cfthe North 
American Committee.** ' 

Page 1752 is reflected (During the period 1936-39) 

"Both wings of the Socialist movement have publicly 
charged the Webers Alliance with complete domination 
by the Communist Partyi The Socialist group Unddr the 
leadership of NORMAN THOMAS made such a charge; likewise 
the Socialist faction known as the Social-Democratic 
Federation which split from the NORMAN THOMi^ group.** 

68. House Document' #206,, 85th Congress, 1st Session. ~ 

Trial by Treason - The National Committee to Secure 
Justice for the ROSENBERGs and MORTON SOB^Xi. 

On page 41 the name of one NORMAN THOE^ appeared on 
an Appeal to President EISENHOWER to grant clemency to 
ETHEL and JULIUS ROSENBERG. 

69. Hearings, House of Representatives, 85th Congress, 1st 

Session, - Testimony on March 26,' 1957,, j of JOHN 
LAUTNER. On page 487 it is stated that **Elements like 
NORMAN THOMAS, who was called a social Fascist just a 
few years back; elements like A. J. MUSTE, who was known 
and so designated by the' Party as an enemy of the working 
class, a social Fascist - there are elements today who 
find it comfortable to go, and on partial issues find 
themselves^ in the same boat with the Communist Party . ** 

70. Hearings, House of Representatives, 71st Congress, 2nd 

Session, Part 1, Volume 2. Statement on 6-18-30 of 
WALT^ S. STEELE, On page 6, one NORMAN THOMAS, is 
listed as being bn the National Committee of theyAmerican 
Civil Liberties Union. / 
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71. .Part 1, Volume .^, Testimony on 11/25/30 of PR&NCIS 
BaiiSTON WELSH,. On pageri' 41 , one’ NORMflN C THOMaS 
appears on the National" Committe.e of the“3merican 
Civil Liberties Union in the 1920', alsp^ is listed as 
connected with the. League for industrial Democracy. 

72, Testimony of WALTER S. STEELE oii page 220', reflects 

that one NORMaN H. ' THOMfiS was an official, of the 
American ]^nd for. Public’ Service. ^ 

- ■ ' ' , > T ^ ■*- * 

On page 242, appears STEELE Exhibit #2. " The Federated 
Press Labor Letter^ Chicago, "^pdiiesday, August’ 18, 

1926, Volume 12^ No. ’'20', pagei., 8’, Column. 3,^ article 3, 
which reflects thats^one NORtf^iN. THOMAS, was listed as- a 
Director of the ihnerican Fund for "i^blic Service* 

On page 252 appears STEELE Exhibit #4, Committee on 
Militarism in Education, 387 Bible House, ,Astor Place, 

New York City, September 22, 1930. ,0ne w owmatj ' THOMAS 
•is listed as being on the ^ecutive Board, of this 
committee. ■ 

-On page 262 appear s^ STEELE Exhibit #6 - Pioneer Youth of 
America (Socialist) 45 Astor Place, N. Y. C; , one 
NORMAN THOMAS is listed, on the Board of ‘Directors. 

On page 265, .appears ST^LE Exhibit #10 '(From a letter- 
head of Russian Reconstruction Farms (Inc January, 

1926). One NORMAN THOMAS is listed on. the Advisory 
Boardi 

On page 267, appears STEELE, Exhibit #12 - The American: 
Progressive Committee for the Support of ’*ii- .Nubvo Mondo”, 
^ 81 Ei Tenth- Street , New York- City. One NORMAN THOMAS 

is listed on. the National Committee. 



On page' 278-, appears .STEELE Exhibit #18 The vanguard 
Series,., issued, by the Vanguard. Press, which was organized 
and .financed by the American Public- Serv'ice 

(Inc.) and distributed by the Rand Book Store,. .On page 
279 is listed **Is .Conscience a Crime?,’* written by one 
NORMAN THOMAS, . ^ . 

On page 281, -appears- STEELE ]tehibit»2p - League for 
Industrial Democracy, 112 E. 19th Street, Hew York City - 
Object: Educatibh Toward a ;New Social Order’:Based on 

Production for Use and- Not for Profit*. . On page. 282 one 
NORMAN THOMAS was listed as among those who spoke to' 
about .50,000 students in 154 colleges and' pniversitAes 
in 40 states, 

. 21 




0 



o 



On ^age 284, one NOOElMaN THOMAS is listed as an Execu 
Director of the League' for Industrial Democracy, 




On page 285, STEELE Exhibit #22 - Commonwealth College 
(an editorial from Commonwealth College* s “Fortnightly," 
September 1, 1930)^. states that a letter dated 4/10/30, 
to Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas, reflected one 
NORMAN THOMAS as supporting the Commonwealth plan of 
student**teacher cooperation in academic, industrial and 
social affairs. 

On page 296, STEELE Exhibit #28 -“New Leader’* of E. 

15th Street, New York City, one NORMAN THOMi^ of American 
Fund for Public Seri ce (Inc.) was listed as a contributing 
editor. 

On page 30*4 one- NORMAN H. THOMAS is listed btt the 
National Committee of _ tEe American Civil liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York cityi 

! 

On page 317, one. NORMAN M. THOMi^, New York, was listed 
as being on the National Committee, American Civil 
Liberties Union (1923) 

* * ' 

On page 318, STEELE Exhibit, #38 - “The World To-Morrow,” 

52 Vanderbelt Avenue, New York City, one NORMAN THOMAS 
is listed as Editor of "The World To-Morrow,*” 

73. Hearings, House of Representatives i 71st Cpngress, 3rd 
Session, Part 1, Volume 5i Testimony on 12/15/30, of 
Dr, WILLIAM B. REID, On page 5 he said that an invita^on 
was extende^d to attend a dinner to =be held at the Home of 
NORMAN THO^, 118 E. 18th Street, New York City; he 
accepted the invitation and attended along with 80 to 100 
student delegates. Movies were shown on social and 
industrial Russia. A general discussion of communism, 
socialism and kindred subjects were headed by NORMAN 
THOMAS, among others. 

On page 12, appears Reid Exhibit #4. - Annual ^ 

Intercollegiate Conference of the League for Industrial 
Democracy (LID), New York City - “The Student and the 
Social Order"" - Wednesday, December 28, 1927. At 6; 30 
p.m. a Buffet supper for delegates at the home of Mri and 
Mrs, NORMAN THOMAS, 206 E. 18th Street, New York City; 
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Oh page 13, Beid Exhibit #4 (Continued) *- 

December 29, W27, annual-’ dinner of the Lea^e on / \ ^''nlj 
Political Prospects for 1928', at 6:^^30 ' IBVING: 

PLflZaj 17 Irvi'h- Place (corner- IS.th Street), 'New York 
City - one NORHflN' THOMAS, Tbiecutive/ Director j League 
for Industrial Democracy was ;to be one oj&. the speakers* 

On page 23 appears the "Report of NORMAN THOMAS"*. 

With fall begins. the more streiibu^ work of the 
academic year. This year the Sacco- Vanzetti tragedy 
during the summer added a burden of • work anfi sorrow to 
our tasks* Our total failure to move the Massachusetts 
authorities;. unquestionably darkens the. future for' all 
those who hoped in reason and some sense of fair play 
to moderate the bitterness and Ttolence of the social, 
struggle* But less than ever can we afford to give up the 
battle against the terrible, caste and class pre^ju^ce of 
which Sacco and Vanzetti were ohly the most conspicuous 
of recent victims,,", 



"Greco- and CarrilJLo are two antir4Pascist Italians now 
charged with the murder of two. Fascists ph last Decoration 
Day in- the Bronx, New York City* The murder was a. brutal 
affair but there is a growing body of evidence that 
Greco and Carrillo had nothing to do with it but are 
the victims of- the- thirS.t. of Fascists in .America for' a 
victim,. America cannpttaf ford- another Sacco-Vanzetti case. 
Bhile there is reason to hope .for a fair trail intthe 
Bronx, the funds of .these imprisoned workers are wholly 
inadequate for the. expense .of investigation, etc* ,* Inecessary 
to»an adequate defense and the Fascists will probably scrpple 
at nothing .to bring conviction.;", 



On page 31 is noted the following: "The. First, fall 

meeting of' the New -York, chapter of the League- (Eor Industrial 
Democracy) took. -place on.;Thursday evening, October 20, 

(1927?) at. the home of Mr. and Mrs,. NORMAN THOl^. 



On page 32. one NORMAN THOMAS is listed as. Chairman of the 
Emergency- Committee for Strikers* Relief,’ 'Which was 
originally founded by the League for Industrial -Democracy * 

74* Hearings, House of Representatives, 7lst Congress, 2nd 
Session, part 3, Volume 2, June 17, 1930, On page 566 
one .NORMAN THOMAS, who is ..connected, with six other 
organizations, and who is a clergyman combinihg intellectual 
radicalism with .religion, is listed on the Natlodai-cCoiSmittee 
of American Civil Liberties Union. 
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Oa page 568, one NORMAN THOM^^ was listed as one Qnj^ 
of the signers of a letter date.d l;^2/24 at New 
City regarding the cases of WILLIAlM Z. POSTER and 
C. E, RUTHENBERG in Sti Joseph, Michi^n|> . 

t , V 

On page 574, one NORMAN THOMAS is listed as one of 
the trustees of ^ericah Fund for Public Service (Inc,), 
and following information is given about him: r 

. .1 ^ ^ t, 

"NORMAN H, THOMAS, who- was bhe> of the leading fibres 
in the American Union.. Against,. Militarism during^the 
early days* of th«e war j. who later w.as one pf the leading 
figures in the People^ s Council , (The jamerican Soviet) , 
which was one of the organizations, most energetic in 
anti-American propaganda during pur .participation ’ in the 
war; and who is today associated with most of the parlor 
Bolshevik movements, . . - . ' ^ 

'r . 

"NORHM THOMAS was one^vOf the leading signers of ' the 
call for* the so-calledf! »*pirst !^erican Cpnference 
for Democracy, and Terms , of Peace'*?r in. May , 1917,. The 
leaders of the conference .movement were at the* time 
designated by the. predfedfent oi . the as "conscious 
or unconscious agents of. the Kaiser' in i^erica," Frantic 
efforts were made- at this time to. induce the officials 
of the AFL to join in this, confdrence. One of the members 
of the .conference wrote, at that time asking; "Cannot ^ 

some strong labor man get after Gompers explaining to. 
him that he ‘misunderstood the conference? *•" 

It is because of ^this kind of activity, which at this 
time was beginning to take such, definite organized 
form, that the AFL found it necessary- to . prganize thp 
American Alliance for Labor and Democracy for the 
specific purpose of combating disloyal, pro-Gerrakn, pro- 
paganda during the period of the war, 

75, Hearings, House of Representatives, 71st Congress, 2nd 
Session - ParttS, Volume 3,. July 18 to July 24, 1930, 

New York. City, Testimony pf former Police Commissioher 
GROVER M, WHALEN, of New York on. July l8, 1930, On page 
17, he related that one NORM^ THOMAS representing the 
Socialist Party appeared before. the Board -6f Estimates, 
regarding the unemployment; situations 
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76, Hearings, House of Bepresentatives, 71st ConsvessQQjifi^ 
2nd Session, Part 5, Volume 4, Los Bngelesj Calif oralt 
Testimony on 10/9/30, of Captain WILLiaM P. HTNES, in 
charge of the Intelligence Bureau of the Los ^geles ' 
Police Department. 




On page 549 is a paragraph entitled ~ The Socialists - 
reflects "The little that remains of the Socialist 
Party of Debs has fallen on the * apostolic* successor 
one Beverend NORHflN THOMSS, a" former, preacher of the 
fasMonable brick Presbyterian Churchi^ The Socialists 
have become so bankrupt that they openly stated that " 
there is no class struggle. The Socialist Party has,- 
nothing to offer white workers, much less Negroes.," 
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, Re ; • Noman Tbomas, Hpu§e -Cornmittee' on Un-AmefiOan’ ' ‘ 
: Actjkvi;fc4.e's ,* ^ " ’ ' ' - 



1.1. .1.1. ®eo:^oliov?ing 'oi*g^izai;iohs haye been designated by 
xne Attorney Geiieral '‘bf the united .States jpursuaint. to EixOcutiVe - " 

1 , Order lOASOj' • * * ' ~ ' 

' ' 'I ” ; ^ .1 , -j > : 

' ‘ ' J , f ' , . ■ „ - 

•Abre^am- .MiVcoini. 3 righde . * ‘ * 

,k ~ ■ ' M. : 

I Amgrloan. Youth; Congress, ’ , ' . ' , ' 

i ^ ^ ‘ " 4 ’ 1- 

ifiiteri^tional Labor 'Defense-' > ' 

■ . , ' ' '- ■■ ‘ ; . ' . /: i 

Cpuhcil -oi, Am.eric^riSoVie.t. Jtiendshi^ . . "* 

' National Negro Congress - . , - » 

North American. Qommitteb tp Aid: %anisli Demopracy 
WOrRerd Alli;ahCe of’ America. ' * . - • 

. , ^ , ‘^deBandent Social^^ j^a'gub ! ; - , 
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The "Guide to Subyersi.ye OrganiSatibns and 
^blieetionsy revised and published ds of January 2, 195T> . 
prepared ahd released by- t.he XJommittee. pn Un-American - ■ 

Activities, United States House of Representatiyes^ Washi^tpn-, 
U, contains the following, aonperhing the American Jiihd 

for Public Service (Qar land l?uhd3 t / ^ 



■’‘I, 'Established' in 1922 * * it was a malbr source for .the, * 

financing of Cpnunuhist Party enterprises ^ sucb as, -the ” 
Daily Workef and NeVr Masses,, cifficia^ Conununist 
publications, 'Federated Press^ RuSsiah RecCnstructioh 
parms> and mternat.ional. Labot Defensei ‘ William Foster,. 
■ present chairman,, cpmimunist party, and Scott '&■- 

leading, writer' for the paf ty,. deryed Cn the boat'd ’ - , 

of directprs of the Pund^. , - ‘ , 

(J^ecial Coimnittee oh Uh-AmericSn Activities, 
House report 1311 bn “the qIq Political 
Action Uommittee^ M^dh 29, 1944, pp. ^5 and 
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The "Guide -bo Subversive Organi25a^6i:on;s .anc^ ; , 

.^blications", revised ^d published as of' .januai*y, 1957.> v . ’ 
prepared .and released by , the tfoimni'tbee on 

Activities, ynit.ed Stages house of Representatives, Vashihgton> 

D» C*> contains the following concerning the American jStuderit 
Unionr , 

•"li Cited as a Conpunisfe front which was ‘ the rdsultf of a 
-united front gathering bit young Socialists and . . 

, Communists* in Cblpmbus, Chip in I935.i fhe 
Young .Commuhist League took. Credit for the creation 
‘Of the organizatiohi which offered^ free trijpe to- 
* the Soviet union., ■ It claimed^ to 'have ied as -mahy 
ns 50 .U, 000 'Students out in annual ApriiSR a trikes, 

in the United States* ■ ■ ■ , ■ 

'C^ecial Cdjiipittea on Un-Araehican- A'ctiyities, . : 
; Annual Tleport> », 'R, 2, danuaty 3> .l939> P* 80 
also cited, in Atinukl Reports, R. -R^ l47o, ' j 
Janu^ 3>. .19^PV p.i 9> H* R< 2277> dune 25.,: 
194;2> P,. lo> and in House Report, SRld on th® 
CIO political 'Afetion Gommitbee,' -War ch 29i 
- ^ i944> p.: 15^4 ‘ - ' - , 

''2,, Cited as subversive and nn-American.. 

^Special Subepntottee :of the House Qommittea 
'oh^ A^^^opriationsi Repor.t, Aprii' 21, 194 ^ 

* I -H “• ' „ „ ' ' ~ , T 

It** ■*^>, (1 

1. Rattle incorrectly appears •as 1937 in H* R., 2 of * jahnaty 3^ .193S 
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_ , _ Guide to Subversive Organizations and 

^Dlicatiohs'^ revised and; published as pf Januar^' 2> X957it 

released by the- Contijiiljtee d|> Un-Aihericah ActiH^tie.e,. 
United States House of' Kepijesentatives,, Washingtqn^^ P,* C*, 

the follotfihg cphcernihg the Ohampibn of Youth to?*’ - 



”li ’Official, brgan of the. Young Commxiniet League and alsq bt the 
internatipiial Wjorkers; C^der i ** - ’ , 

{Spebidl Oqnnhittee- on Un-Americah Activities,. " 
Annuai^ Report, R* rI. 2277>" June 25., iL9^2,. , 
p,i 17) ei'bq ,c^ted> in Jibuse llepbrt ' 1311 bn 
- the CIO' ‘Politicil. Action . Gonm .March 29, 

p.-.l39,r)" ' . ' ' 
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TsiiKu^ ^?i to Subversive Organization^ and^ -, 

miications j revised ^{i published as of January * 2 > ' 

greleasSd by bhe. Cpniniittee bn Un-^-Aniericah ' 
Ac.Tjvities, piit|d, states House of Reprei3.entatives,, :WSsHingtbn> 

lfstional°Fele^atio^ concernlhg tbe Consumers 

tt ' i ^ ^ ^ ‘ ^ ' - - 

Cit 6 d as a Communist front', , \ 

(Special .Cpmmittbb ph tjnrtA^^ lipase . 

Repopt 131I on the Clb ibiltioal Action Committee^ 
■tiaroh, 29,: , 155.}.^' ' : . . ‘ ' 








' - The, ^‘Guide to Subversive Organizations 

Publications'', reivised and publistied as of January 2, 

1957'#, prepared ,aiid released ^by the Committee on Un-Zhneric^, 
Ac,tlvitieSi Unitied States House, of RepreseutatiVes, Washingtoni, 

' Oir* contains the f0li6,wing; Ooricerhing. the Daily ’ people * s 
World (Peoplel wonld) ; “ < , * / I 

• -"-l. *jhe, oflidial prgah, of tM Coihmuhist Party on thd; west poast, ‘ - 
(Special Gbnmiittee pn "uh-,Abierican Activities, Hotise- 
. ! ReporC 1311 on the CIO Political Action Conimi'ttee, 

‘ - March 29> 1944> p. *95> also cited dn Annual RCpput,. 

H*. R. 1/ January 3^1941,' p* 10*:)" ' - ' ' , 
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' Hhe "Guide, to Subversive OrgaMzatlons. and 
Publications", revised ah4 published as *of; January 2 , 

19j57y prepared and reie.ased by-' the Coinmittee on xlnTAirterican- , 
Activities, United States House- of .Representatives, W^i&hinstOri, 
pro., contains the foilowing concerhing ^he Labo:r Action: 

>/ ' " S' , 

" 1 * The official organ of the independent Socialist IieagUe, 
formerly the Workers . 

■(.Attorney General .j*. Howaird McGrath, letter 
to Loyalty Review Boardi released , ^ 

. ^ ’ September' 10,49'..) " . ‘ 
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The '*6uide to Subversive drgsuiizatioiis arid; 
Publications’' j, revis.ed arid, published as of- j^uary 2 ,, 
i95?4 prepared and- .r^eleased by the Cdiranl-ttee on Un-Americari 
.Activities, ynited states House pf Representatives, Washingtorii 
jp.» t)., .contain.s the f pllbw^ng, concernirig the. Medical Bureau 
arid Rorth American Copnittep td Aid* Danish pemoCra^ 




* 
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1937-3.8, the. Communist Party threw It.self Wholeheartedly 
into the eampaigri f dr support ef the Spanish 'Loyali-st " 
Cause, riepruitlrig- mdn arid organizing multifaripui? 
so-called relief- organizatldriS, * Among these was “ 
the atove^i . ' ■. ■ . - 

,(^ecial iComndt.tefe-.pri ya-Atie;ri’<ian Activities^, 
House Report 1311 ori the ClB pdlitical. * 
Aotl 6 ri:\CdmHiittSe-^ March 1 $^^> P* 82 ,.);^' : 
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05ie "Guide to SubYe^*sive Organizations and 
fublicatlbns", revised and published as of January 2> 

1957'> prepared and released 'by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, Washington, 
D. G*, contains the following concerning the National Committee 
to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case (and local affiliates) : 



"1, Cited as a . Communist fnont ‘otgantzed at least as early 

as November 1951* to conduct the united States pthase> ' 
of *a ifianimoth propaganda campaign designed *to 
obliterate the crime (of ) ^d exploit the ROSenbergs^ 
(Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, conticted atomic espionage, 
agents ^ho were executed on .iPjine 19, 1953) 'and their 
.codefendant, Morton Sobeli, for’ the purposes of 
international communism, * Headed by Joseph Brainin 
as- chaii^nan, the committee had national headquaftehs 
at 105Q 6th .Avenue, -New York City, and more thah. 40 
local affiliates tWr.oughout the country. 

(iJommittee on Un-American Activities, Repoft, 

' . , ‘^ial by Treason: The National Committee 

to Secure justice fqr the Rdsenbefgs ^d 
Morton Spbell, * Ay^st 25, 1956> 1> 13, 

2i, jSS and 120;- also cited in ihinUail' Report 
for 1955, House. Report 16A.8, Januai^ 17, 1956, 
origiiiaily released January ll, 1956, -pp, 3 
And ^-.33>) 

*To defend the cases of Communist lawbreakers, fronts have, 
been devised making, special appeals in h^half of civil 
liberties and reacliidB. out faf teybnd the .confines of 
' the Ccmmunist Party itself i , .Among th.ese organizations 
are the * * * National Committee ,to Secure Justice 
in the Rosenberg Caae’, VJheri, the Communist Party itself 
is under fire these offer a bulwark of protection* * 

(internal Securitsr Subcommittee of the Senate 
, judiciary Committee, Handbook for 4mericans> 

DoCi .ll7> ipril 23, .1956, p. 91.)’" 
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Tlhe^buide td Subversive prg.^i2ati6nS ahd PubliQations", 
revised and -published as of Januai^, 2^, i957> Pf^®psu?ed and i*eieaSed 
by the -Coi^'tte.b oh Un-Ameripan ./ictivit^^ iUhited States 
of Represenfcatiyes> WhsMngtoh> D, G*, eontains; the^ following- , - 
poncerhing the. New' Mpisses^, , . ' . . 

" ' ' ' ~ ^ 1 ' ’ - ! '* 

" 1 . A iComunlst periodical*?' 

(Attorney' General PrahPis. Biddle* -Congressional Record. 
Septembers' 19^2, p*: 7-688,)“ . ' , 
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’ ' ~ - ' > ' _ _ 1 

The "Guide tq Sulj’fersive Grgariizatloihs and “ 

PuDlicatidna", revised iaiid pdhlished as of January 2, 

^957t prepared ^d released by the C,onunit‘tee pw Un-Aiherican 
Ac.tivi.ties, Ubdted states. House .of Representatives., iWasKihston,: 

D, C,, contains the. following concerhing the Russian. Recoristructibii; 
Farms, ln6, j , - , . . ' ! ' ' ‘ ' ’ " ' ' 



I ' ' t _ - 

1. Cite3 as a gohrawiist -fehterp^ise which was directed by Harold 
Ware, son of the: well-known dbinmunist telia Reeye. 'filbdr 
" It .received t^unds from the Qeif land Bund, , 

(Speblal Commi-ttbe bn JJn'^Aiaerican Activitiesy 
, ‘ House Reppi^t :131i bn, the CIO Political 

Action cbmMttee,’ 












. The "Guide to Subversive. Org^Mzatlorts andE Publications"., 
revised ahd published, us, of j^ua^' 2, 1957 >. prepared ;ahd 
.released by the Coira^ttee ou Un-Aikerican Activities^ United : 

States House of- Represenbat?ivei> Washington, !)*■ Cw c.pntdins 
the following eohcerhing the SOviet Russia T.oday KfW World 
Review. Raine* of publication, Soviet Russia Todayi changed tp 
. New Wbrld Review^ March iQ^ij Citatiorl of Sdviat JRassia - 
Joday applies to new title i . _ 



"1. Cited as' a Comuriist front. 

(Special Go^ittee on Unr American Activities, House 
Report 1311 dp the GJO‘ Political Action Co'jftnittee,- . 
March 29 ^ 194.4, Pi 167,5 " also, cited in. Annual Report, 

, - H., R. ,2277,;; lune 25i, 1942, pi 2ii) , ' ' ' ' ’ 

”2i Cited as; '4 ^Coinmunistrfr,pnt p.ubllcatiorii . * ‘ ' 

(Committee bn Hhr>American Abtivitibs,. House Report 
1953 on the Congress of American Women,, April .26,- 
1950i originally released Octohen 23,. 1949^, p.' iOSr) 

"3.-- Cited ac 'a •Copnunlst ^controlled* jnubiicatloni ' J 

(senate ludiciary Comi^tteei senate Repbrt^^^.2^ 

■ ' the: Institjite pf Pacifib Relatibney July. 2i 1952, - ' ' 

pp » -96 'Und 146,)’."' , _ , 
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5^e "Guide to Subversive >^br*gani2ation4 and 
Eublicatioris'*, revised and pbbiished as o;£ Janu^^ 2t 
1957>, prepared and rdi,ease‘d by bhe. Coriunittee pri Un-*i^ericaii 
Activities, United States House pf Representatives^ Wasbingtbp,. 
1)« C», contains- the. f blipwing cdrecernina the Scottsborb JDejCehse 
Conmittee : , . f ^ ^ 



"1. Cited as a; Communist froat, 

(i^ecial Cpminittee on Uh-Ainerican Activities, Annual , 
Report,. House Report ;2> Jaiiuait^ 3> 1939> P* 82i 
and House Report 13li bh the 010' Political Ab.tipn ^ 

, cciMttee, Harch 29 ^ 1944^ pi*177i ) ” 






i 






fr 



i 







I 




fr 



t 



A 





r 












«- 







4 ^ - 



w 3 , 00 - 7629 -Sub. c 



The ''Guide to subversive Organizatipna aiicl 
Publications", revised, and pubjished as of January 2 , 
i 957 :j prepared and released by the Committee on, yh-Airierlcan 
AotivltieSi United States House, of Hepresentatives, Washington, ' 
,i)« (?♦, contains the following doncerhit^ the United States 
Congress Against War: _ . ' 




"li 'The American. Iieague Against War and Fascism was formally 
organised as the First united .States Congress Ageiinst 
War and Fascism held iW New y'ork City, Septetiber 29 
to October 1 , 1933 * * * * The program of the first 

congress called "for the^^end xof the Roosevelt policies , ; 

;of impe;riaiism .and for thd' support of "the peace, 
policies- of the/Soviet'iftiOp, fdr opposition to. all 
, attempts td weaken \f,he‘T^‘ovidt uriion, » * # Subsequent 
congresses, in 1 ^ 3 ^ ahd'i 93 ^ reflected the. same program*' 

(Attorney .General p^anoie Biddle > Congressional - 
Record,. September ^ 4 ., 1942 , p, 



i ' /* * 

" 2 . '•Convened in St. Nicholas Arejua, ,New York .City, on September 
. 29 , 1933 * 1 #^ * it was completely, under the control ' . ' 

th of' the Cbmmuftist Party* Earl firowddr was a leading , 
figure in ail its deliberations, ih. hiS report to 
the Communist International, BrOWder stated? "Tho = 
Congress from the beginning waS led by our party quite 
Openly."' ' . ■ ; , ■ 

(Speoial Committee On Un-American Activitiesi 
Houde Report 1311 pn the CIO Political 
1 - Action Committee, ;March 29 ', 19 ^ 4 , p. ilgij 

, ' «alsO cited iri, Annual Reports, House Report 

1476, January’ 3 , 194.0, p, . 11 ?, and House 
Report 2277 , iJUne 1942, p. l 4 *)" ' ' - 
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Re/erenae Of tscde to roar oo^s:simfcatioa. dated 
Move:i-.Br 4, 2CS$, goizr hummer /l/CSil, 'hequoB'Hng any 
cducrae in/ar^Ucii cenoerning. iV** A'orson. ShoRdom. 

ffontan SJioass ms’ born /roo^aiSer 2CC4* in 
Marion^ CAJo. Me is currently estployod as ohairsan of tho 
.Poatsar terld Counoil at lis s» I9i^ Street^ Mcia fork City. 
cr.d rcaidee at 77 Mntitingtpn Mood, Mbintington. Sm Zorkm 
Slienae has been defeated six tints as Cooiali&t Party 
candidate for frasidenay of tho United Stdtee stnoc' 29CO^ 

So'en through years Shcacs * .nano has been 
aeaboiaied tiiih nany subversive organisations vttithin the 
United States* A source in JMy^ 2050^ advised that 
Jaosaa Zsod joimd and partictyated in the aotivttics ^ 
nmerona front or comeunist inf titrated organisattonsg 
but in this capacity^, he had hold hinsolf apart Jrou 
oosRUhtes,- Shis otao source advised that She^s tended v / 
to cdoanae Sociclisu and to defend perpepaZ libcrtiesm. ~ 

1 - london hh?^ko /- 

2 - Foreign Liaison -Unit CLASS J J mi::. -Bi 

■ msON-i-ClK >1. 
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DECLASmiFIKATIOH AUTHORITY .DERIVED FROM: 

FBI djLT^ilLzlriC DECLASSIFIi^lf.IOMr&TJIDl'" 
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' Jr 



^~4 November, 195S. 



/ Mr» Norman THOMAS JJ\ 

T1L12,, East 19th Street,'^ 
lifew York, 3, New York.^^ 



We should be grateful if you would inform us whether you 
have any adverse record of the above named individual whose 
name has been supplied to the Secreta ^ of the Mombasa A frican 
Democratic Union by a Kenyy i African. I L who is 

of security interest to our Head Office! vA< 
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UNIT^^ STATES GOVERI'fjlNT 

Memorandum 



0 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. Mohr 



date: M^ch2, 1962 



subject: 



C. D. DeLoach r 

m ML INFORMATipN CONTAINED 




By letter dated 2i^2BJG2, IN^r'mdn Thomd^s, the well-known perenttiar y^ 
candidate of the Socialist Party for the presidency '^d leader of the Socialist Party, 

1 wrote the Director with regard to the fact that .the Director was -a recipient of an award 
{from the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge. He points out that he hnows how 
strongly the Director is opposed to racism and.believes that the Director is opposed 
to the summary evacuation of Jap^ese and Japanese-Aniericahs from the west coast in 
World War n. Thomas wonders whether the Director is. well informed-about the 
Freedoms Foundation and indicates that the Foundation has given a* number o f awards 
to *'Birchites*' and others of ah extremely reactionary .stripe. He quotes Dr. I I 

I I of the Foundation as stating in a speech in 1958,- "I have a daughter in Temple 
University and she-conaes home in tears almost every night from the socialistic things 
she hears there. I believe, and this is not a special case I’m taking either, that the 
reason for it lies in the fact that of the 35 students in one of her classes, 17 are jews 
and 12 are Negroe^. That is where these ideologies that are not in keeping with our 
American heritage^are coming from. ” 

^ Thonias as^ the questions as to whether the -Director is well informed 
about the FreedomssFoundation; whether the Director's acceptance of its Mghest award 
is inconsistent witi^his position of opposition to the ultras arid' concludes by asking the 
Director if^he cohsider either returning the Freedoms Foundation .award or making a 
statenaent qf^disapproval of some of the acts of .the donors?, Thomas claims he ^oes 
not v^t ultra-right extremists to havp the Director's biesshigi. 



/ Ftalked'Wit hI L Vice.President;(Aw^ds Committee), Freedoms 

Foundation at 4:00 p.m. , ‘3-2-?(52. I told him>of the norfents of the Thomas letter. He 
stated that Thomas was a liar. He a.dvised that tl^e Freedoms Foundation has never 
knowingly given any award, minor or otherwise^ po a member of the John Birch Society^ 
He-ad mitted the possibi lit v_that some minor award, among the hundr eds giv en oyer thd! 
yftars, tway hayp hppp g iven to ^me scKoort^S:cher£orrother*b'ersQna S tv^ 
.,]ater4mi^o.iin^d^ He reiterated that they ha .ve neve r Imowih^y 

given'tyto any inembeE.'jOf ;the jdhn-Birch Society. I recall that Dr. | [ made this 
same statement to. the Director on 2-22-62 prior .t o the Di rector’s, speech- at Valley Forge 
I raised the' question that Thomas. claimed that Dr. I J had nqade in avspeech in 1958^ 
which Thomas ciaims,jappeared in the}"Texas O bserver"- off 12-25-59; "I^have. a daughter 
in Temple University---(as mentioned above); " I I stated'this was an.absolute lie. 



1 - Mr; Jortes-v \ 
1 - Mr. Morrell \ 
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l)'eLoach to Mohr '■ 3-2-62 

.. re], Norman^Thomais - - 

-b6 

■ b7C 

He did advise that l~ I made the statem ent s, *jlJia 3 La.ajdaughtftii^injfiia pip. . U niversity 
and she comes h ome.in tearg almost every night from the\spcialistic things ‘She hears 
there. " P | stated | | made this statement in connection. with the advance of 
' I socialism and communism on college campuses. 

This is not the first time Norman Thomas has either attacked the 
Freedoms Foundation or .supported an individual who would attack the Foundation. 

Thomas prepared .a foreword for a publication entitled ’The American; Ultras” by 
I Irwin Suall, National SecretJ^y of ’the. Socialist Tarty^r-Social. Democratic Federation 
I (SPSDF). This book' was extremely .critical or’’yiltra- right-wing”' or. professional 
‘ anticommunist groups and the book was a subject of a previous ^memorandum last- 
month. Among organizations attacked in the book^was. the' 'Freedoms Foundatiph and the 
. book was critical of the fact that the Director Imd endor s ed tli e Foundation . ^ Thomas also 

I took pccasion.to denounce.the Freedoms Foundation; arid I |. who is 

/ well know n to the^Bureau l I He was critical of 

I I "Ibecau se of an article that had appeared? in' her publication and originally 

]^s. l I was, to debate Thomas at ;a mass:meeting,which Thomas called for ,2'-23V62 1 

in Philadelphia. The debate was- originally to be.telecasl but in.-the end Thomas declined 
to debate anyone except a director of the Freedoms Foundation. The mass.meeting. was 
held, howe ver, and s everal of the, SPSDF r.epresentatives were, the principal speakers. 
While Mrs J | did hot attend the meeting she. learried^that Thpmas, during his 

speech, made slurruig rem^ks. on the..Freedom's Foundatipn-aw^d conferred, on the 
Director and other representatives of 'the- SPSDF made der.p^tory.^ references; to the 
Bureau and the Director. ' 



ItVis noted that earlier this week the Bureau.received avcopy of a 
mimeo^aphed publication, ’’The'. Delco Veter £m,cv-Delaw^e>Cw Pennsylvania, which 
contained views'of Thomas regarding the Directorr’s. acceptance of the. Freedoms 
Foimdation Awpird. This current- letter to .the Directpir irom^iThomas was described in; 
detail in this publication. I ' 

There, are thousands of .ref erences m |Bureau files’ to Norman Thomas 
and a perusal of his Main File reflects briefly that, ,althouglnhe has been outspokenly- 
anticomiriunist aftimes, he has been-either affiliated with. 6r..;his name associated with 
many subversive organizatipns. He contacted former Assistant to the Director rNichols 
on several occasions here at the Bureau .and ;their conversations, .were- cordial with 
Thomas indicating a. high regard, for the..FBI.. Thomas -has. f ayor ed U. S. recognition 
of. Red China, has. at times expressed ppppsition to anticomnaimist legislation and joined 
Mrs. Rooseyeit in a plea for the release of%cpriimunists-'imp.risoned.iinder the. Smith 
Act of 1955. More recently, in I960, he wrote the, U. S. Board-of Parole regu-rding the 
release of Henry Winston, convicted Smith Act subject. Thomas was. desirous of 
Winston’s, and Green's, another Smith Act subject, release from .prison. (61-107.67) 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE. 
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DeLoach to Mohr • 3r2-62 
Re: Norman 'Fhbmas 



RECOMMENDATION: 



I do not feel we should dignify Thomas’ letter with a reply from the 
•Director or either with, an in-absence reply. He is a liar and is deliberately attempting 
to bait the Director into a controversy .that will gain him (Thomas) publicity. This 
premise is obvious on its face inasmuch as Thomas's referenced letter of 2-26.-62 
was referred to in "The Delco Veter^*’ before it was received at FBI Headc[uarters. 
Should the Director write Thomas ,^d, tell Jiim that the , Freedoms Foimdation.h^ never 
toowingly given an award to any ineinber of the John Birch Society, the Director, in 
effect, is evaluating the John Birch Society publicly to the extent that no member of 
this organization should ever .receive a Freedoms Foundation; award. The Director 
should not be placed in this position. Thomas is a ’’screwball'' and would only .use. the 
Director’s letter to further publicity for himself. 
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‘Enclosed is ons Photostat and/or photogrc^h 
^ letters io the JMited states Boa^ of 
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b7C 

b7D 



The ormml l‘ii^-l^Z7offarflefToSe 

identity should he- protected/ hy T symbol, if informa- 
tion in the letters is j:eporteda 

The letters appear to be, fgr the most part,, 

fromrcomunists or o onanist oym^at^zer^ 

^:^^,,^ar^le^£DJi^o2iTiyJ^Jig^^Vt^^^^^9/}^)e%'Temov_al of a brain 
tumor,, ms serving an eight-year sentence,, in the Atlanta 
Penitehtiarg* Some letters als,o 'urge parole, for Gilbert 
(Iveen, convicted JGmith Act subject who is serving an 
ei0t-yedr sentence* 

You should ! search your ind:ioes for references 
to the writers of the enclosed letters and. thereafter 
open security, investigations where warranted in .accordance 
with current Bureau instructions* > . r..*'t/r 7 
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S?0rman Slliomaa 

112 EAST 19lh STREET 

NEW YORK 3. N.Y. 

J 



Hon, J. Edgar Hoover, Direc 
Federal Bureau of Investigal 
Washington 2^, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 



February 26, 1962 

SmiNFORMftTIQN 



Area Code 212 
G Ram ercy. 7-5970 



^r. "Tolson^^ 

Mr elmoSt™ 
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QjlA..roU^€A 

the^ Freedoms 



You were recently a recipient *oT th.e freedoms 
Foundation, at Valley Forge, >waiid^ I venture to wonder wHether 
are well informed about that Foundation. I know how strongly you ^ d 
are opposed to racism and, if I remember correctly, you were pri- 
vately much opposed to the summary evacuation of Japanese and 
Japanese-5imericans from the West coast in World War II. 

I have been shov/n a report fjpord the Texas 
Observer w hich would seem to concern the Freedo m's Foundation and 
especially ! " I "In the Observer* s 

issue of December IQ^Q. I I. in a speech to some 300 

school teachers in Lampasa, 'Texas, in November 19^8, was. quoted 
as follows: "I have a daughter in Temple University and she comes 
home in tears almost every night from the socialistic things she 
hears there, I believe, and this is not a special case JI'm taking 
either, that the reason for it lies in the fact that of '^he 3^' 
students in one of her classes-, 17 are Jews and 12 are Negroes. 

That is where these ideologies that are not in keeping with our 
American heritage are coming from,” 

I am also well infox*med that the Foundation 
has given a good number of awards to Birchites and others /b^an 
©xtr6i(i6ly peac tioneiry si/ pips ^ 

* In view of tliese facts, certain ques^tions arise 
in my mind: Were you well informed about the Freedoms Foundation? 

If so, do you not think that your acceptance of its highest award 
is incaisistent with your own position of opposition to the ultras? 
Would you, therefore, consider either returning* the award or making 
a -statement of your disapproval of some of the acts of the donors? 
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I take a very seriouJ not raise this question except that 

not want it to seem to this ultra-right extremism and do 
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- ' ' * ■ ' ’ ' 

No rinanrhotnas 






JL 








SUBJECfrr 



TED STAjp ;;^MENT ^ 



NORHAN MATTOOii^HOMAS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(00: NY) 



B -Rfa. .a. pgaly n ATk~m W AUTHORITY MRIFlt- F-ROl 

F 3 $ AtiJtt^T I LASSIFICATION QUID 1 

DaAe l6-0 4-ZO‘SCf-» 



»:jliPTOR, IBI 



SAC, HONOLULU (100-6359) (RUC) 








4 



Enclosed f dr the Bureau are five copies of letter- 
head memorandum covering, speeches made by THOMAS at University 
of Hawaii,- 10/21/64. Enclosed for New York are' two copies 
of letterhead, memorandum. 



* The government age'hcy mentioned in the lette rhead 
memorand um is the Cdinmission on- Subversive Activities. | | 

I of the Commission,, on 11/4/64, requested that .identity 
of the Co^isslon and employees' be •coh'jgeaie.d, .but in the 
event any. wosecutiqn was^ actually entertained, copies' of 
reports oiTr-R and. T-^c6nld be*: made available., and those 
Individuals could also .testify/ 
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On October 16, 1964, I H. Counselor, 

University of Hawaii, reported that the Associated Students 
of the University of Hawaii was sponsoring a political 
symposium to be held on the campus^on October 19-23, 1964. 
The program has received wide puh^clty in Honolulu. The 
purpose of the symposium was ter bring speakers representing 
diverse ideologies to students. The speakers” ) 

will include GEORGE LINCOl^^RCCKWELL, Commander«.ofwthe».. 
American Nazi Party, a characterization of which appears 
ih^tfiTappSTdix^SeFeto; NORMAN THOMAS, Pres ident of the 
Socialist Party of America; ' STUART GERR^fpOim, a visiting\ 
professor to East-West Center; of tbe University' representing 
a moderate viewpoint; and GUS HALL of the Communist PartyT”^ 
USA. 




On July 21, 1964, Hbnblulu T-1 identified 
HALL as General Secretary, Communist Party, 
nsA.Jg^ 

I I related that the program for each of 

the speakers would be the same. In the morning from 
9:00 to 11:00, they will give two one-hour lectures 
at the John F. Kennedy Theater at the East-West Center 
of the University. From 11:00 to 12:00 the speakers 
will be entertained at a luncheon at the East-West Center, 
and from 12:00 to 1:00, each speaker, on his scheduled 
day, will give his main address at the University’s 
Andrews Outdoor Theater. Afterwards, each speaker 
will be present for a reception and question and answer 
period at Hemingway Hall at the University. 

On October 19, 1964, I L 401st 

INTO, made available a leaflet passed at "the University 
of Hawaii that day, describing THOMAS as follows: 
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"NORMAN M. THOMAS 



"He is regarded as the elder statesman of American 
Socialism. He has used his abundant talents to champion 
unpopular causes \?hich in many cases have emerged as part of 
the social code and American law. A minister by training and 
a graduate of Harvard and Union Theological Seminary, he is 
still active today as a s^upporter of civil liberties and a 
commentator-critic of the American scene. The six- time 
candidate for President is also the author of many books : 

The Conscientious Objector in America <1923) ; ffe Have a 
Suture <194l); A Socialist''s !l^aith <1951) ; and The .Pre- 
requisite for Peace il9S9) l** 



On November 4, 1964, another government agency con- 
ducting security and personnel types of inquiry, made avail- 
able written reports from two confidential sources who had 
attended the lectures of NORMAN THOMAS at the University of 
Hawaii on October 22, 1964. The writtenreport received 
from[^onolulu T-2 on November 4, 1964 ^^ part is as follows: 



"At the first two lectures THOMAS was introduced 
as President of the American Socialist Party. After the 
second introduction SUBJECT corrected this by stating that 
the Socialist Party had no President as such^ and that he 
was Honorary Chairman of the Party. A synopsis of the lec- 
tures follows: 



"1. Time: 0900 

Place: John F. Kennedy Theater 

Subject: *Role of Govermaent and Society* 

Attendance: Approximately 650 



"SUBJECT started his lecture by stating that 
Hawaii consisted of rational people living in harmony, and 
added that he hoped that ROCKWELL (GEORGE LINCOLN ROCKWELL, 
the previous speaker, . hereafter referred to as ROCKWELL) had 

learned something from this. 

\ 



"THOMAS then went into a description of man*s 
emergence from the beginnings of time into the present era. 
He prefaced his remarks with the statement that man is the 
most dangerous of animals, and has killed more of his kind 
than any other animal. -'t 
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"SOBJECT then moved Into the field of government 
and politics. His remarks were rapid and at times the subject 
mdter was disjointed; therefore a verbatim account is not 
possible. The following are excerpts from the remarks made 
during the period: 

"In modern society there have been two types of 
government: 

"1. Feudal-based on land ownership 

"2. Capitalism-based on competing classes 

"The United States has a military nationalism. 

At this point THOMAS made a travesty of the ten commandments 
by reciting a series of commandments as a militarist would. 

"THOMAS stated that we (the U.S.) are more rational 
with things outside ourselves, such as science, th^ we 
are with things with which we are Individually concerned, 
such as politics. 

"SUBJECT stated that in the last century we’ve 
gotten enough control through socialistic measures to use 
the government. SUBJECT does not consider the U.S, Govern- 
ment as an exploiter, but rather as an imperfect democracy 
renderii^ imperfect service to the people . 

"THOMAS doubts that ^he First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution would be passed if put to a popular vote 
today. However SUBJECT stated that it was a mistake to 
blame the government not society for all errors. 

"Communism is the most powerful form of government 
today, and this is odd for Communism is based on the promise 
that communism will abolish government. SUBJECT stated that 
it would be foolish to abolish the state as long as that 
state was free from religion and politics. THOMAS stated 
that a good state incorporates the following points: 

"1. Never totali.tarian 

"2. Has free trade unions, free religion, etc. 

"3. Has a proper balance between local and 
National alms. 
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"THOMAS conducted a short question and answer 
period after his lecture. The following were asked; 

"Q. Would you socialize our means of production? 

'■"A. There would be social ownership of all natural 
resources. Property owers would pay a tax 
equal to the rental value, of their property. 
Great private firms, steel, automotive, 
etc., would be owned by the state. 

"Q. Can socialism be obtained through religion? 

"A. Through dogmatic religion, no. 

"Q. What is the difference between the Northern 
Democratic Party and the Socia3.ist Party? 

"A. It’s becoming less each year. The Northern 
Democratic Party has few principles, ^d is 
guilty of patchwork planning, i.e., it plans 
just to correct 'faults while the socialist 
party plans for the future. ' 

"Q. How can socialist countries help others in 
foreign aid? 

"A. We have. The Marshall Plan and the Peace 
Corps Plan is very good. I am against 
military aid. 

"Q. How can you speak of for the good of all, 
when all don’t agree? 

"A. I mean for the common good. There will 

always be conflict but this can be good as 
it generates new ideas, and no one group 
can gain control (there will always be dis- 
senters) . 




"2. Time: 1000 

Place; John F. Kennedy Theater 
Subject: ’Freedom, Ideal and Reality’ 

Attendance; Approximately 750 



"SUBJECT opened with this definition of Freedom. 
Freedom is the right and the ability to organize our lives 
as we desire. However there i^ no such thing as complete 
freedom as we must live with qtl^ersy THOMAS recommended the 
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book 'Escape From Freedom* by Fromm (phonetic) as an example 
that the reason that Hitler was so successful was that the 
German people were running away from freedom. In m^y ^ 

instances causes that are carried out in the name of free- 
.dom actually deprive the individual of his freedom: 



”1, Protestant Heformation. Freed the people 
from Roman Catholic Church, then promptly 
put their own restrictions on individual 
beliefs. 

"2. U.S. - as a cited example he states that we 
are supposed to be free yet we have military 
conscription. 
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"At this point THOMAS stated that 'Goldwater 
(Senator Barry GOLDffATER, Republican Party candidate for 
the Presidency, hereafter referred to as GOLDWATER). was' 
afraid the government will do too much for the people and 
not enough for the^Uitary . * THOMAS also''* used as an example 
the oil tycoon Pau^^ETTY who THOMAS said does nothing for 
the individual American, - ^ 

THO^S then said he would discuss the difference 
between himself and the' other speakers on the program. 

ROCKWELL has no economic of social program, his doctrine 
is based entirely on hate (hate Jews , hate Negroes) . ROCK- | 

WELL is a man who fought to defeat the Nazis and now calls 1 
himself an American Nazi'. (Note. This safd withJgreat 
emotion and a*' tremor in the voice of the speakter) . However 
SUBJECT found there was hope for America sinpei;bhe Un^err - 

sity had invited ROCKWELL to speak. On Robe:]^WELCH, _TH0MAS 
said that anyone who . called* Presi^ent-'Eisenhower'a co/nmunfe't 
is a witch doctor. ^SUB'JECT then, stated thai;' Co^unism. is a 
\great force with many people believing in it , ' and Gus HALL , 
will just speak on Civil. Liberties . ' ' 

• 

"On Communism THOMAS made tho >fol lowing .comments: 

"Communism is good and the - Russian people are not 
exploited. To see this look at the great recovery made from 
WW II, Russian athletes, and tl^e recent space exploits. 
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"Lenin was a great man although he did carry his 
policies too far. 



"On China. Look where it has progressed to under 

Communism. 



"THOMS thought the Smith McCarran Acts were unfair 
and stated that tho American people do not have to fear 
Communism coming like Napoleon on a white horse with the 
Russian people behind it to conquer us. 

"SUBJECT stated there were more injustices in the 
U.S, system, and listed some of the following as examples: 

"1. Some U.S. laws are ^njust 

"2. There were, until recently, no civil liberties 
for negroes . 

"3. Smith McCarran Act 

"4. No rights for the poor in court 

"THOMS stated that the U.S, cannot go around 
'policing the world' Just because we're strong and can 
threaten people with a bomb. The Civil war in Viet Nam is 
an example, and it is a civil war. 

"On Civil Rights the SUBJECT stated that the Civil 
Rights Act was a good one and did not infringe on anyone's 
rights except the rights of the Southern white to discriminate 
against the negro. THOMAS stated that the Declaration of 
Independence was not a declaration of independence for anyone 
except white men in the U.S. SUBJECT then stated that slavery 
in ancient Greece was not bad, but that U.S, slavery prior 
to the civil war was bad, and the Civil War did not free the 
slaves; but the recent Civil Rights Bill did. Further, 
GOLDWATER has always been against Civil Rights. 

"During the question and answer period the following 
were asked: 

"Q. If you were a non-white in the U.S, and there 
was no Civil Rights Bill, would you pay taxes 
and fight in a war? 
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"A. Yes. You must be careful of this Civil dis- 
obedience thing. I believe in using the vote 
and demonstrations to accomplish the same 
ends. (Note. l^OMAS either omitted or 
evaded making a reply to the part of the 
question regarding defense of the U.S.) 

"Q. If a Socialist were elected President in 
November what changes would be made? 

"A, Try to control (purchase) all natural resources. 

"Q. 1^ American Society coming under control of 

the military? 

"A. Yes the danger is real with the cold war. 

We should end the cold war; do this by telling 
the truth and using political organizations 
either the old ones or, if necessary, new 
ones. 

*'Q. What price should we be prepared to pay for 
social freedom? 

"A. We can’t do it by continuing to stress the 
military status of the U.S. vs the USSR. 

We should show them that Democracy works. 

”3. Time: 1200 

Place; Outdoor amphitheater at the University 
of Hawaii 

Subject: 'Political Philosophy and Ideology* 

Attendance: Approximately 2000 

"THOUAS repeated many of his comments of the pre- 
vious hours, but did stay close to the theme of the subject 
on the coming election. SUBJECT stated that the principal 
issue of the election was GOUIWATERISM. That GOLDWATffiR 
wanted .to turn the clock back and return us to the past . 

SUBJECT feels the campaign is being conducted on a low intel- 
lectual plane, with the exception of Senator Hubert Horatio 
HUMPHREY. THOMAS stated that States Rights is not an honest 
issue, but is OQO that is always used by racists and exploiters. 
THOMAS claims that with the 'urbanization* of the country 
State lines are no longer valid legislative boundaries. THOMAS 
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went on to point out that those who cry for States Rights 
the loudest are the first to turn to the Federal Government 
for funds, i.e., GOLDWATSR for money for dams, Mississippi 
for highway construction funds (THOMAS stated that the high^ 
way signs in Mississippi never mention the Federal funds, only 
the fact that the state maintains the road) . THCHAS stated 
that Federal control is vital in certain fields, drugs and 
water to mention two. 



•'Addressing the students SUBJECT said that they 
occupy a unique position in history now that we are in the jet 
age.' TH(%IAS cited as some of our new powers the following: 

"Nuclear Power 

"Electronics 

"Computers 

"Jet Age 

"THOMS then said that in spite of the foregoing 
we do not have the pride of spirit that we should have based 
on our accomplishments. SUBJECT blamed this on the fact that 
we are becoming decadent and depraved with our bad art, 
poor music, and pomagraphic literature, THOMAS said that 
we have always failed to keep up with outselves and our advance> 
ment and cited the two world wars we have fought since the 
turn of the century. SUBJECT likened adult behavior to 
juvenile delinquency with gang wars vs adult wars, and main- 
tained that if you substituted fighting for a gang for 
fighting for a country you had the same thing. 

"THOMS stated that if decent society is to live 
we must concentrate on the following areas: 

"CIVIL RIGHTS. The Civil Eights Act is a good 
one, but we must enforce it. The Negro must have equal 
opportunity for education and employment. Cited ROCKWELL as 
against this 

"POVERTT, We must fight this. With Automation we 
have the chance to be the first affluent society, with the 
government assuring each individual a standard wage whether 
he works or not (in fact, the point may be reached where a 
grant may be given to a child at birth by the Federal Govern- 
ment - in subject’s words, *Lik^ the Rockefeller’s get’). 
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This could be done by a project of slum clearance and con- 
struction, which would create jobs, rather than putting money 
into defense. We should end the cold war and use the mili- 
tary appropriations to further this scheme. 

"PEACE. ;We should end the cold war. Have univer- 
sal disarmament under universal police .and international law. 
The U.S. should stop policing the wor^<f such as giving aid 
in the Viet Nam Civil War — mors aid than the Chinese or 
North Viet Namese are giving. The U.S, should stop trying 
to 'make the world safe for Democracy or something'. 
should 'wipe America's record clean of the stain of hypocrisy 

"THOMAS concluded at this point and left the plat- 
form to loud applause. 



The report ofjHonolulu as follows: 

"Subject: Norman THOMAS., Speeches at University of Hawaii 

(October 21, 1S64) 

"1. The opening cf the lecture, scheduled for 0900, 
was delayed a full. 20 minutes for installation of amplifying 
equipment which was not put into use. A girl student intro- 
duced THOMAS as 'President of the Socialist Party of America* 
(as listed on the printed program) . In his speech, he cor- 
rected the title, which he said was 'Honorary Chairman*, 
rather than 'President * , 



"2. After the usual amenities, and compliments on 
Hawaii's racial harmony, THOMAS launched into the history 
of 'man, the most dangerous animal*, who has killed more 
of his own kind than any other animal in the world's history. 
This covered primitive- man, whose weakness and long period 
of infancy required the establishment of the family, and ^ 
later, the tribal systems. Some individuals rose to leader- 
ship and power, and governments were established for pro- 
tection against enemies. These governments later were used 
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by the ruling class for purposes of exploiting the masses, 

^hich nevertheless gained a certain sense of security there- 
by. After the agricultural and feudal period came the manu- 
facturers and traders of the 18th century, i.e., the Capitalists. 

"3. Under capitalism, vie have a military form of 
nationalism, vrhich is dangerous. Here, the speaker made a 
partial parody of the Ten Commandments as they are used 
today, e.g., in the case of Senate and House Committees, 

*Thou Shalt not bear false witness — imless it helps the 
Government*; and in the case of the military, *Thou shalt 
not kill — retail.' 

"4. In some instances we have been able to use 
the State for the benefit of the people, as in health and 
welfare programs, but ideally theiJState should be the ser- 
vant of the people at all times. 

"5. THOMAS briefly discussed the case of India 
to illustrate his argument that the State is not always 
wrong. This nation, under Mohandas Gandhi, gained- its 
independence from Great Britain by non-violent means, later 
lost 1,000,000 people through hunger and violence, with 
about 8 or 9 million persons displaced through riots and 
intolerance when India was divided to form Pakistan. This 
was not the fault of Government, but rather of Society and 
Religion. We need a state which is free from both militarism 
and religion and which does not control communications 
media. 



"6. In the question and answer period, one student 
asked if THOMAS was in favor of socialisation of means of 
production. He replied that there should be some 'pluralism*, 
but the State should own all natural resources, and should be 
able to 'guide* such, basic industries as steel. When asked 
about the possibility of attaining Socialism through religion, 
THOMAS said that 'dogmatic* religion is the 'greatest curse*. 
To the question, 'TThat is the difference between a Socialist 
and a Northern Democrat?* he replied *Not too much.’ (Note: 
News reports quoted him as saying, 'Well, it's getting some- 
what less.') He qualified this by saying that the Demo- 
crats have only a patchwork plan. One student asked .him 
'How can you speak of what is 'gqod for all the people*, 
when no two people agree on what is ’good'? * THOMAS 
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agreed that the point was well taken, and explained that he 
means ' what is good for most people * , and that certain 
groups owe the people something. (Notes The above passage 
is baseHon the most fragmentary of notes and a faulty 
memory. Some of this exchange was missed, because the 
audience began to break up for 10 o'clock classes.) 



"7. THOMAS, in his second lecture (1000-1055) 
defined freedom as the 'right and ability to order our own 
lives*. Nazism, he said, was an 'Escape from Freedom’ 

(after the title of a book of this name.) 'Emerging nations' 
of Africa are interested in national freedom, rather than 
that of the individual. Without any passing mention of 
atrocities and abuses of individual freedom in Africa, 

THOMAS went on to blast American compulsory military service 
as 'anti— freedom' , then took of f *on GOLDWATER, who he said 
would have us believe that the fall of the Roman 'Empire 
was due to its 'Health, Education and Welfare program* .> 

After GOLDWATER’, he derided George Lincoln ROCKWELL^as 
having no following nor political theories; and as 
having shamefully demonstrated^'against the mass Negro 
march on Washington. ‘ — 



"8. With regard to Communism, he called it a 
great world force, and not 'diabolism' , as some would have 
us believe. It is ’entirely appropriate* for Gus HALL to 
speak before the University. (Note: THOMAS had previously 

criticized the student body bitterly for permitting George 
Lincoln ROCKWELL to speak.) .As for the Soviet' Union, 

THOMAS said' there is a 'growing satisfaction* pf the Russian 
people with their government. He remarked on their per- 
formance in recovering from World War II , and cited their 
space achievements as proof. The Communists have 'offered 
something to people, otherwise they wouldn’t be where they 
are.* Communism is not monolithic, and poses no danger to 
the rest of the worl^T" and it is up to us to show the world 
that we can provide a better way of life. He closed this 
talk ^th a blast against the Smith Act and the McCarran 
Act and our participation in the Vietnamese v/ar, which is 
a civil war and nothing else. He would up with the usual 
platitudes on * civil rights * . 



”9. For the question and answer period, I have 
only a note on one question, asked by a member of the 
audience, the young Negro woman! wk® had been present at the 
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ROCKWELL session. She asked to the effect: *If you were a 

Negro without civil rights, would you pay taxes or fight 
for this country?’ His reply was that ho thought he would 
pay taxes. The Honolulu Advertiser of 22 October 1964 
included an additional quoted statement which I recall in 
general, but did not record in my notes: 

"I believe in the right of civil disobedience, 
but you have to exercise it very carefully. 

'•I think it’s better to pay taxes in a democracy 
than to express civil disobedience and I think I would feel 
that way if I were not white. Non-payment of taxes is not a 
very effective way of protest in a democracy". 

"Whether purposely or not, the speaker did not answer that 
part of the question with regard to fighting for this country 
in time of war. 




"10. The noon session, as usual was late in 
starting. THOMAS blasted GOLDWATSR again, saying that 
GOLDWATER and GOLDWATERISli are the problems of the American 
people. GOLDWATSR is trying to ’stop the clock’. He ’loves’ 
the poor., but is against legislation to help them. Generally, 
he said, the whole presidential campaign is being carried 
on at a ’low intellectual level’, except for the part played 
by Hubert HUMPHREY. State’s rights advocates are always on 
the defense against doing- anything for the worker and the 
Negro. Yet, every' state goes to the Federal ‘ government in 
case of need. THOMAS sees the main campaign issues as: 



"1. Civil Rights 

"2. Struggle against poverty 

"3. Struggle for peace 



"11. In the latter part of his speech, THOMAS 
praised Hawaii for being a wonderful example of ‘’civil 
rights’ in its racial harmony, and criticized New York 
for de facto segregation. Due to ’cybernetics’ , or 
automation, we are near the time when ’grants’ will have to 
be made to all Americans who otherwise do not have a decent 
level of existence. He said in essence that the Rockefeller 
children received ’grants’ at birth, and he didn’t see why 
that should not be applicable to apy American child. The 










HN 100-6359 









Socialist Party calls for a * total war against slums* . We 
are also obliged to help the ’emerging nations* . But we 
cannot cope with these problems and still continue military 
appropriations for the cold war. Some of his final points, 
as recorded in my notes, which are far from complete, were: 

"1. End the arms race and establish coexistence. 

•'2. Carry out universal disarmament ’down to the 
police level*. 

"3. Increase the agencies of international 
control , i . e . , the United Nations . ” 

The October 21, 1964 edition of the H onolulu Adver - 
tiser , a daily newspaper of Honolulu, quoted THSSaS as 
stating that he might not agree to speak here if he had known 
American Nazi leader GEORGE LINCJOLN ROCKWELL was on the same 
political symposium. THOMAS was quoted: "It was a shock 

to me to hear that ROCKWELL was coming ... I am not at all sure 
I would have accepted had I :been informed. I know I would 
have given it an awful lot of thought." 



This docutnenf con'ains roccms'if'ndniions 

nor conclusions of the FBI. b is the propooy oi -..lo 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
tenis are not to bo dist.-iboted outside your cgeitey. 
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AMERICAN NAZI PARTY OF THE WORLD UNION 
OF FREE .ENTERPRISE. NATIONAL SOCIALISTS 
also known as 

GEORGE LINCOLN ROCKWELL PARTY 



'CwtSBgtaifi. 



In his book "This Time The World," copyrighted in 
1961, George Lincoln Rockwell identified himself as Commander, 
American Nazi Party of the World Union of Free Enterprise 
National Socialists (ANP - WUFENS), Arlington, Virginia* 

The April .4, 1963, issue of "The Richmond News 
Leader," a Richmond, Virginia, daily newspaper, reported that 
George Lincoln Rockwell had, on the previous, day, .again 
applied for the American Nazi Party to be chartered in the 
State of Virginia, but this request, was. tjurned down by the 
Virginia State Corporation Commission. This action was taken 
pursuant to an act of the 1962 Virginia Assembly, which 
prohibits use of "Nazi" or "National Socialism" in a Virginia 
charter. This article further -pointed out that Rockwell’s 
■party is presently chartered in the State of Virginia as 
the George Lincoln Rockwell Party . 

On August 14, .1964, a .source, adviseid that the- ANP - 
WUEEHS was organized by George, -Lincoln Rockwell at his 
residence in Arlington, Virginia, on February 26, 1959, as an 
international "National Socialist" movement based on the -German 
Nazi Party headed by Adolf Hitler. _ He added, that Rockwell 
is the dominant force and personality in this party that he 
is espousing a "line" of hatred against the Jews and Negroes; 
and that he is seeking, through- ;speeches , distribution of^ 
literature and picketing,. tO'-establish a cohesive and>-domxnant 
political party in the United States and in foreign countries,* 

According to the; "Storratrooper’s Manual," an -official 
publication of the ANP,, the phases- of ANP struggle for- power 
are fourfold, namely’, fix*st "to>.make, ourselves known to the 
masses;" second "the dissemination of our program and the- 
truth about the Party;" third "organizing the people who 
have been converted to our propaganda;" and fourth "the 
attainment of power through the votes of the newly— won masses." 

On February 17, 1964, Karl Rogers Allen, Jr*., former 
Deputy; National Commander of the ANP i advised that George 










o 



Lincoln Rockwell believes that he has completed the 
two phases in his struggle for power and is now V7ell into “the 
third phase. Allen said, however, in his opinion, Rockwell 
has only completed phase one. 
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Apcociation Tor tha 
MvancokOnt; of Colorod Jcoplo 
Local JDofonco and BiucatiPnal . 
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Koirin S^iorjas la a nialo i^ho vjati borr^ 1 

novonjboB SO) 1834 at iiariop^ iXiioi, Tho^s eurrontly - 
Ims hia offlco at 112 3aat 15tli Strdot> Jlpw '?or*<, 
i.'OVr York, ar.3 ropidos p:t 77 XkintlnSboa Road, 5|untinjto;i, . 

K6Wryork» 



. . VaPto llho In Anorica’ ,. yP'lw:© 32, 

1563) rpfiGots that irojuian Tlioaias iiao ordained a 
Prosbytorian iUnlstcr in 1911 ■ and ^onittod the 
riiniofcry In 1931 1 was, oandldata pn the Soelaliot 
tl{jkot fPr Oovomor or Hew York in 1924', tv/ice for 

City and for linltcd Stated proaldcnt 

In 1923^ 1932, 1§3S, I940.> 1944 and 1948,. 



In ’Ika’o liio’% Thomas id listod. asi 

'loxdor, i^ltdr 1918-?21^ 1/orld To-Horrotr| 
alco Secretary rellowchip of Reconciliation, Aspooiata 
^Itor ‘The lation^ 1921-22; Director Lcac«d for 
^duatrlal fctP'cracy 1922; Shaifnan, Poolwar t'Orld 
wuncil; poltsmist jDonyer ppat and Trenton lined, 

AM. INFORMATIORCORIAI^; 

’PV,5» ^ HklEiNrSJlJNCLASSiPi® ^‘ 

This liocHment contains neither^Qgp^jyjj^g™. 

reciommendations not concInsiona,i-rE-3TO ^ 

ofthe PBi It Is -the^property n 

of -ths FBI .and is loaned to your 

agency; it and its -contents Ma 

not to ha distributed outside 

,11 ybana^ncy. 
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Kornian- ihotias 



the Thomas is listed as -ChalnndJi 

^Several Interna tibsai I>al)03? Research « 

' hooks are. listed and Xt is- 
that ho .authored hitneTous pamphlets 

tl^t tource .advised -on September 18^ 1963i 

He haa°^^ the* S6cialiBt> is anti-communist » 




tp the source ^s khbwledgej,- /espoused 
that 'Phrtw j . It is his understandlns, 

Peacefii?^® heliever of 5ociaXisfii throu^ 
under which is in, bppo.sition to Socialism 

l’evoluH^*®®~^hlhisnij vihlch advocates violent 
in thp. nS?; ,®iomas has joined- and participated 



in thf» , J-nomas has joinoa- ana parsicipasea 

Ihfiitrft^ j front dr Communist Party (CP) 

held hut in this capacity had 

with bin 5^* from Communism. Idrconhestion 

tended ^h such drganizatiOnSj he has 

persona?' Socialism and thu defense. Of 
c6nveMaJ'^^®^^^®°* Ohe Source haid hoa:^- in 
is anti the CP eircles that Ihonias 

anti-coj^unist:, ^ ^ . * 

issue ^ column 1 of the August 1, 1956 

editor'^a-t * ^ftiily worker" is a letter- to* the 
horrecfcl^P^.^”^^P'®^®^^ UQ«n.an Thomas" which letter 
aPDearal a Pilegcd 'misquoting Of Thomas, vjhich 
;stS % Jui^ 1956 Ihsud. This letter 
•and I ata ^2^*’ “As you lolOvr# I am anti-communist 
more Act-.. , - > Obviously X am npt 

fdr no Act than I am anti-CoramunlSt, If 

in po'weS^-S?®; J^ason than the fact that Comanism 
leKiaiiiMA^yP imposes far more roStrictivO, 
egisistlon than & Smith; Act"* 

"ihiiv characterised 

in the Appendix. 



/ 



- ■■2- r^.- 





^ '1 




1 




Koriaan 



had to a sedond source, Norman ThomSif 

2^, iQcg ®‘> a letter to Arnold Johnson,-, dated May 
POBltioft Of vxhioh stated, "ihe weafaiess of your 

^ soe it, is that you Communists have to 
all as , S'iv-ise in the. name of liherty hut not 




at all' 



T wv-ise in the. name of liherty ouu non 
do BuBsia to lihertles , » *' 

%6 lioficer” edition of Eehruary 24, 19 $Sj 
oontaijijj an announcement on page Hi 
ool^a 4-5j that refers to Arnold 
«olwson a.s Public Keiatiohs director 
°f the Communist .Party, USA (CP) . gO 



^®he Vbj>irer" is an 'Past Coast Communis 



City 



Thomas. 

Morton 

Street, 



P^litical^°^s sgjolce in behalf of amnesty for 
Prisoneaes % Thomas- said' he vras ’ anti- 
j^J^.^Mstiy that potamunists are being 



the. Sehtbnrt ' ^ on ^ Xn the case Of Sobell he said 

S.^oe Of too- .severe:* Thomas then cited the 

j^^ison, tt^^J^i’^sfcon ^ho was operated on v>hile in 
allowed^'^l®- ?*eeiased a medical parole and was 
S^ter pj, to go ^fco a rehabilitation hospital 
S® ‘?*^ar4cteJ? 'been brought* He said that this 
ihomas sa^^°?r®tic of the way Conpunists are treated, 
^^ity or qn^s-tion is not whether Sobell is . 

sniit^' Tout why he should not be paroled;. 

«2t*ton SoxoeXl vras. convicted on March 
1951 ^ua the united States district 
wOuthei^ UXstrict of Kevr York) 
tonspac 3 ?a.cy to commit espionage 
*n, pohalf of the Union of Hoviet. 

^®<iiailst -Republics (U;^SR) and was 
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■Nonnan G3ioaas. 



gontonced on April 5i» 1951 v . He 
is currently serving his sentShce 
jat the Federal Fenitentiaty in 
Atlanta, Geoi^ia, 

A fSurth source adyiSed tha^ at a 
CPj USA Hatiohal Coiranittee meeting - 
hold in. New York City on, 4h^st 
12-13, , 1961 , Henry Ifinst6n4:?as' 
elected to the CP,. USA NatidhaX 
Conffiilttee> National Exccutivd 
Committee and also Vice-Chairman - 
of the CP, USA. ^ . 

Ca fifth sourca advised that on April 27/ 
I9oyat the Pinley Building at City College of 
Hejf^ork (CCNY) in Room 217, Mr». Norroan? Thomas of 
the Socialist ^rty spoke at a lecture sponsored 
by the CCI3Y chapter of the 4mericans for Demoeratic 
Action, - 




Ih?, '®oraas stated he was opi>osed to United 
States intervention. In Cuba, criticized the “Big 
Five" in the United Nations^ (UN) and he condemned 
Russians proposal for a triumvirate setup at the 
UN in place of Secretary General Bag* Hammerskjold , . 
He said thht Adlai Stevenson should resigh from his* 
UN post for not knovying the trtiO' facts of the Chited 
.States, involvomont in Cuba, 

Accoiding tQ-- the- dune 24, I 962 "Nev/ York 
Times - article^ "Americans hole Soviet to Halt 
Executions in Economic Crimes" (page l4), Norm^p- 
Thomas vms listed among 223 signers of a petition 
to the USSR urging' the USSH to abandon the death 
penalty for economic crimes . ‘ , 




/I 





■i 




\ 

lloimti Biosuis 



A .^ixth sourcb advlacd. that Norraaa ^omas 
was a spcalcer at the iKJUise P6ttlh6he Smith 75th 
-Birthday lltestlrabnial Dinner t?hich took place' on > 
OctoVer 12, 1962 at- the Hotel. Astbr In Nevr York * 
•Cityi AccorJin^j to the source,. Hoimah aphonias 
spoke ahout the Morton Sob.ell, case ;hnd others » 
Thomas- stated that- the charges agalpst SQhell have 
never been proven and. every effort should be made 
to secure the reledse/fif those men In. prison. 

Thomas added, that he/iVAs not Com 

A characterization pj^ the Louise 
PettibCne siaith '75th .Birthday 
, Testimonial Dinner appeais-ln the 
Appendix* 



. \ 

\ 



A seventh source advised" that the Socialist 
Party IS offering ix 1963 a candidate, Richard Parrish> 
■for the .office of Hew York City Councilmn* According 
to the spUrce/ Hllilam Albertson, ^vhlle .at a meeting 
of the ijcw Yxrk District Ptoard> CP, USA, held at 
85 Past 4th Streeti Hew York>. Rew York> on August 
5i 1968i said that he recently mot with the "Social-ist 
people'* ih rpgail to Parrishes candidacy oh the. 

Socialist tickcL Albertson said that Norman Thomas, 

- who iC one of the persons running. Parrish’s c^paign^. 
said the Communist ?ar*-ty not ^/elcome to participate 
in Parrish's candidacy, 



An eighth source advised^ on November 
l8, 1962 j that William Albertson is 
the Executive Secretary ^pf the’ New 
• York District, CP, USA . 

According to the ninth source, on September' 

8y 1958, Robert Thompson said Noitian Thomas is hpading 
the drive for sponsdrs for Hem^ Winston suid Gilbert 

Green who were then in prison./^ . ‘ 







✓ 









Shosias 







Jf cording -to the gcvonth source, 

of the llcir York District 
Hew York District, CPj DSA 
Octoiser 29, 1962> Robert Thompson 
fleeted District Organizer otj 
the yorfc District CP, USA. 




Gilbert Green,, a member of the 
Viplohex Board, CP, USA> and 
•AAAanoig state Chairman of the 
Va^q^SAj, was Indicted on July 20>, 
rte violation of the Smith Act 



and convicted in the Unlte4^ 
district court. Southern 
o:rJ?lc-b of New York (SDljY) on 
laSS- 14, 1949. On October 21, 
was sentenced to a term 
five years and a ftoe pf $lp,000. 
o t*eleased on bail oh November 
±hcrA^» and tecame a fugitive upon 
sn^l^^^ance of a bench;, warrant in 
on jniy 2 y 1951. On February 
hnli Green surrendered to the 

a-bates Attorney, SKHT, ■ 

thJ2 ^ -b3?±al was sentenced to 
Coht imprisonment for 

P^htompt Court. 



aotirce advised on June 28, 1959^ 
^ "to 10Q< Robert Thompson’s, 



i 960 , an eleventh sotreeje^ed 
'^■11 -among others, was to sponsor a 

in 11960^' - > in behalf of the Korton 






source reported On J^e Ijj- 
^e vn?^?' Ionian made a tape recoa?ding where 
was siovr:j^- hnd reluctantly dram into the 
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Kpmil) rpocas 

ao-t thaij h& thought Jlortbn 
soDell should ho fi*eed bechhco" o$ innocence . hut 
uec'ause _he believed tho seniionce was too severe . 

c^ 4 > 1959 issue 6f "The JforJeer” 

(page 5) contaiaied an article, titled ’'35 Notables 
Ask pi?3^ing .6f hehver Smith Mt Case” which listed 
hprmaa Thbaas as, one of the pietitipners * - • ■ . 

c„a,v^4 November 26, 196a ISpUe of the "National 

yuardlan .(page 10) contained an .article which named' 
No^n Thorias as a sponsor of the ’’'Freedom Weekend” 
confei’enQe held November 19-20.> i960 in Washington^ 

J ^Jf^sideptial elpmency for Morton 
iu ’ which conference was under auspices, of 
the .Conraittpe to Secure JuehiPp for Mortoji Sobeii $ *, 

Characterizations -pf the Committee - 

to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 
and the"Na'(fi6.nal Guardian!' appear 
in the Appendix, ' - ■ ' 

/v ni. 1959 Itsiie df »'The Wofker”^ 

ipage 14j column. 5) .contained' an article which- 
listed Nonton IHiomas nmohg. others as supporting 
a , nationwide. Canpaign- for amnesty in, the cases 

of -Henry Winston and Gii Green, ‘ 

Hhe November 6, 1962 issue of "The -Worker” 
(page 5, column 3)' in an. article titled "Ifeke 
Film ;^cumontary on Morton JSebsil Case" stated 
-that Nomah Thomas- .appeared, in a. dpeumentai^ .hiovip 
■prepared and released by -the CPmihittee to Secure - 
justice for Mortdn Sobell regarding, the Sobell case 
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On Ilajr 28, 1959^ the filen of thg, House 
. poESaittee on un-Atas yfoan Activltlea Txe ge checked 
by Sp'oglal Ecg)loyG6| ^ I end the 

xollo^iins peytihent yerepenccD were; not chepked 
against the ‘bylgiiial ecuycoi, 

. Tcsticony of iJaitey S * Steele ,oa page ' 
2^> yeflects that one Noymah Thoraan ^Tas an, 
offipiai of the Affioyicah JPund Tpy Public Seyvieo . 

t 

A chtufacteriz^tion iof the Ameyican 
■pund foy Public Seyyice appeays 
in the Apjichdlx, 

Onpage 2)^2» appeays Steele’ Exhibif number 
2. ''5?he -pedeyated Pyeoa Labdi* Jitter, “ Chicago, 
yedneaday, August .18., 1926 ,y yblume 12, llumbey 20, 

. page 8, Column 3> article- 3, tJhich yeflects that 
one iforman Thomas tTaa listed as a Diy^ctoy .of tlie 
American Pund for .^blic Seyyice^ , 

The*poderated. press" is characterized ih 
the Appendix* 

> I 

, On page *296, Steele l^chibit Humber’ 28. -v 

'hevr leader" of E. 15th Street, Heir york City^ one 
No:^An Thomas of American Pund for Public Service 
(Incorporated^, \?as listed as a contributihg editor * 

. Hearings, House of Representatives, 71st 
Confess, 2nd; Session, part 3i Volume 2, Juh9 17#. 
1930 on page 574, one iToi^n Thomas in- listed ds 
one of the trustees of American Fund Idg' Public 
Service (incoiporatCd) * 

A letterhead, dated September .8, I930, 
reflected that one Herein. II. Thomas itas a member 
of the: hoard of Directors, American Fund for public 
Service. 






i 








lfo]^n Thbsias' 







Report nurab&r ISllj. 78th Congresb, 

. 2na Session - Report on the CIO Political 
Action Coniinittpe« On .page 75 one llortnan IThomas 
was listed ab a, Director of the ^erican Fund for 
Public Service : 

T6stli5pny of Robert ilorss- l?ovetti. 
GoveiTOnent-Sectetaiyy Virgin^ ISiahdb> itepartnxent 
of. the- Interior on April 16^ 19^3. He. started that: 
one Koiroan Ihoinas was a trustee of the' -Qa^rlapd 
w if, i correctly knoiafi as the ^oricsin Fund f of- 
. Public Sei?vice„ . . ' - 

i. ^ glasses" for July 20> i937r .page,.29> 
reflected that one Norman Thonias v^as' a ;speakef at 
the 1st Anniversary of Anti^Fasclsb - Struggle; in 
JSeetins at J'Jadison Sflua:?e dafdenj July 19> 
sponsoied by the Norths American Committee 
" to Aid Spanish Democracy. ■ 

5hd “North American. Coii^ttee to 

Aid Spanish Democfacy” has been cite.d _ . 

: ' as-jiursuant to Exocutiva Order .i045OV 

“NeW' Kasses” is charaotefized in 
i the Appendix »■ 

She. ''Daily Worker” f of March .19 > 1938, % 

page :2, reflected , that one Norman Thbmas vias a 
speaker ,at a progressive. .Itelly,,. sponsored Sy the 
Medical Bureau and North Ame^cah -Committee to 
Aid SpaniDh,:Deta6cracy.. ; . ' 

. ®ie ”Dally Worker" for JUne 2, 19S8'J page. 

5>' reflected One Nprman '*rh6mas as .a supporter' of a 
meeting, of the ’Jtedical Bureau and- North- American , 
Cpir^ttee to’ Aid Spanish poEioorhcy. . , - 




Tf 




« 






Norman Thdma’s 




"trolunteer for Liboftjr"^. Volume Number 
3# page 8, June 8> 1937> reflected that the narafe of 
one Norman Bionas appeared In, a reprint of a telegram 
sent by the Abraham Irlncoln Brigade to the Brigade 
in Spain. 




The Abraham Lincoln Brigade is cited 
puropant jto Executive Order 10450 . 

"Volunteer for Liberty" is characterized 
in the Appendix* 

"Call to the United .States Congress Against 
’War", September 1-4, 1933 ^ New Yorjc City, page 3,. 
reflected that pne Norman Thomas, member > National 
^ecutive Committee, Socialist B^rty of" -America, 
vms a, member of the Arrangements Committee of United 
States Congress Against V/ar. 

The United States Congress Against 
Viar is characterized in the Appendix, 

A pamphlet. Presenting the American iStudorit 
Vnion (back cover) ,, reflected tl^t one Ndiraiiah Thomas ' 
Vras a member of the Advisory Board of the American 
Student Union. 

A ohhracterization of the American 
Student Union appears in the 
Appbndlx. . - 

Testimony on April l, 'll943, of Ctoodvrin Bi 
Watson, Chief Analyst of the porei^ Broadcast 
IntelligenPe Service, Pederal Communications Commission. 
He. stated that one Norman Thomds ^^as connected With 
the American Student Union. - 

Appendlx-Part JX 

Page 520, reflects: one Norman Thomas, 

Princeton# nds on the sponsoring .committee for a 
dinner sponsored by the American .Student Union 
(."Student Advocate;', February, 1937, page 2) ^ 
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llon^n, !iSiop!as ' - 

refipnfafl foK idptpbcfr, 1936- pace 8i 

ed tihat. one llorman. :0ioms t?as a, contributor. 

"champion" 

appears in the Appendix, 

Federation! ^ sponsor of the Cohsuraers .National 

Consumers 

ippSix appears in. the 

page 5 April^3^^ 

at^ Paski? Norman JPhoraas Was arrested 

I^bor Sfensef ^ ^ «^y Pf the Inte^ational 

gid^tematlonal Labor Defense 
ha? been cited pursuant to ' ® ^ 

Executive Order 10450 ■ > 

Coi^ress;'4Ser^%-^7'®J??S^ 5^^^ 

Thomas sjj^ko. * 9p(* refiected that one Norman 



Consreas. has 
Sr 104!)®"''®*'“* ^ Bceoufcive 



page 7. Worker" fpr February 15, - 1938..^ 

SntribuSr^t^fL^S^J^®?®,^'®^ Thomas was a ^ 

l-lav 12 (32: pages), dated 



.- 11 - 

mr\ t 




* f 




signer of a petition sponsored by the New. Jersey 
Council, of Anerican-Soylet i6?lGndship, protestins 
the citation for contempt of the officers of the 
National Council of Ainerican-Sovlet Friendship.. 

!Ehe National Council, of American— 

Soviet Friendship is cited pui>suant, 
to. JbcocutiVe Order lOh^O. 

A letterhea(ii dated .flhrch 2P, 1926,. 
reflected, that one Noraian ihomas was a member of 
the Advisory Board of Russian iReconstrUction Faimis, 
Incorporated* 

Nussian Reconstrudtion Famsi 
Incorporated, Is. 6fiiaracteri^ed 
in the Appendix. 

hearings, House of Representatives^. 
75.th>Congreas, 3rd. Session, ^testimony of John R. 
Prey, President, Metal Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor (AFL) on Au^st 15, 

1938: ' \ . 








$ 



Page: 628, under caption "Scottsbbrb Defense 
Comnilttee, " it was noted that a testimonial dinner 
was given in honor of Norman- ThomaS in 1936. - ' 

The Scottsboro Defense Committee 
is charadterized in the Appendix*. ' 

Appendix - Part. I3C - 

Page ll62f ■ reflects one Norman Thomas of 
Detroit} ilLchigan,. was a sponsor of the Mother 
Reeve BloOr ^5th Anniversary Banquet. ' , 
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Norman 



» Concerning' the iat(^ Kbthe3^ Ella 

RCevQ Bloor*, in Appcnclix 9 , page 
1162 of a report entitled -Vinvestigati 
of- Un-Americ 4 n Propaganda Activity 
lA the US'* by. the Special Committee, 
on Un-American Activities > House of 
Representatives, 78th Congress, 
referred to -thp BieS' Eejpprt , 

■ Ella Reeve was described as being^ 
one of the most notorious leaders 
of thd CP in the United States for 
*manyyc!art, 

Rouse ]^cunient number 206^ 85th Congress’, 

1 st Session* - - Trial by -Treason, - The. National . ' 
Committee 'tos-Sc^Ure Justice for the Rosenbergs and 
Norton ^Sobellt - , ' ' ^ 

\ 0 n page 4 l the name, of one Norman Thoiiias 
appeared oh an Appeal to. President Eisenhower to grant 
cleinency to- Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. - 

JKhei and Julius Rosenberg were 
convicted in. United States District 
Court, SDNr,. dn iferch 29 > 1951, of 
conspiracy to commit ns^ipnage on 
- ~ behalf of the USSR, They were , ' ’ _ 

sentenced to death on April .5, 1951 
. - and legally executed at Sing, Sing 
Prison,. Ossining, KeVf York on June 

19? 1953. - . 

, Hearings,. House of EeprosentatiYeS;, 79 th 

Congress, 1 st Seasion, statement -of Wiiliam. Z. Foster,’ 
October lo, on page 67,, mentions one Koiraan 

Thomas, as being connected Vrith Socialismv 










Norman O^omas 



Oil pagd 124, Foster stated that .one Mr, 

Norman Thomas la orje of the bitterest enemies of 
the Soviet tJnion in the United States ahd is a red 
baiter, adding that he sabotaged the Kar W© have 
Just , gone through and cbhsliored the Soviet JJnion, 
not Hitler^ ha the main, enemy. _ . 

The late j/illlam !Z^ Foster was 

'Chairman Emeritus of the QPi USAi " ' ^ 

Hearings, House of Ropresentatiyeff, 8lst 
Congress jf ^d. Sessibn, Testimony of one Norman 
Thomas- on May 3, 195Q, pages 2291/2296, who_ appeared 
ab a representative of the Socialist Party* Re 
, stated '*! an no.t now a. member of the Communist Party,, - , ' 

I have never been a member pf the Commuhisib Party. , * , 

”l believe that the -Cdnimunist pai'ty'is by ’ - . i 
its natUie undemocratic and in many of Ipa activities " 
thoiou^ly conspiratorial i It is controlled by the 
same men >ho are the dictators, of a foreign govex^-- 
-ment. Nevortholess, X think it would bfe- a blow 110 - - . 

democracy end to sqund public policy to outlaw the 
Communist Party. , . . ' 

. ' a 1 „ 

"prnatover the intentions of the- authors^, 
the practical effects of thib. bi^Q. woUld be to. . ‘ . 

outlaw the Communist Party, to-dfiva it Still further . ■ 

- underground, and to force it to new disguises in thn I 

field of elefttoral action. You gentlemen afe f 

sufficiently oijqperienced. in the psychology of Anerican 
politics and- the practical wofkiriEs. of parties to 
realize thdt ho party .can fuhetion effectively Under 
the iiegulations you propose, T^e bill is an ■ .. - 1 

indirect way of outlawing the party. , . - , f 

"I think it ought to be obvious that that 
is truei. incidentally -arid paienthetically, if the 
communists should; have anyone v/ho had the 
and .ibey nSL^t-andj shall I pay had .a practical J^okerj, 
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- Korman 5SioruiB, 






he could cause a lot of eRibaKcapctr.eht by filing Jt^Q 
nanes of people the Corjhunists hated ♦>.. All tha#^ 
v/ould have td bo done v/ould be foi* the coinmuniSa^^n 
to turn In xho names of people they hated, and 
these people would be a long tiine clearing their^ 
names. In Other words, it is completely impractical 
bill, and I doubt that the Communist Party would - 
attempt tP cOnply-with it at all. They simple 
would go underground i J3espite thO ^s of the 
Communist Party, it does not present such, a, clear 
and present danger to American ins titut ions and 
to democratic procedures that- we should be justified 
in putiawing it and, driving it still farther into 
underground conspiracy, ^e effect of. the bill , 
vdll be to give not Only Coinmuhists but organ!- ' 
zations, dubiously connected with coramUnisjii the 
accolade of ^rtyidomt, ThrOu(^ the world America 
v/111 be advertised aS fi, county^ Which,, in h tasic 
respect, violates the democracy it professes . 





”jRomcnber' that, European governments 
not in a po.sitioa to oUtlair communist parties > 

-They pj* too' otrong^ But in I?rim0d, for instance,, 
there is a vpay strong non-communiSt feeling, yery 
suspicious to us, and if wo. simply ;outlawOd the 
Coiraaunlst Part^> their cohfldohoe ip hs would go 
by the boaxd. !Ehe good Ameid can principle that 
the ballot is the completely satisfactory substitute 
for the bullet and an ehtlipoly adequate* v;ay of 
effecting the changes the people desire, .will seem- 
to have, been flouted. There , iS no. existing ■ 
.emergency op a aWignitude to justify such 4h 
attitude. 



i : 



4 



"What is still worse in the bill before 
you is the drastic power given to the Goyerhmenb 
generally, and the special board in particular, 
to-bi'and individuals, as noil, as organizations. 



-w,l5~ ^ 





Homan IPiosaa 



_ * as '*coTnnu“ls1;* on tlje basis of highly sut>Je6fcive 
opinions which cannoit be adequately controlled by 
any set of Interpretations of the standards seb 
down in t.ie act....,* 

"$lils (bill) vfould exclude well-known, 
converts froh coanunisn who are now in displaced 
persons canps in Europe solely because they are 
not. cotanunlsts. The comunlsts in the displaced 
persons car.pj unless -they are placed there as spies> 
have long since gone ho«e. I think it is Justlfl- ’ 
able for a tjovernnent to exclude immigrants who 
* are definitely cosunltted to communism, because of 
the surrender of their conscience to. an outside 
agencyi and that Is all. ,-., . 

In closing he states, “This is a subject 
on Which I feel rather strongly, and I have- kriown 
coisrounists a lot longer than some of you., ” ' 

Appendix Part IX - . 

. ^ i ..Pas® 1752 is reflected (During the period 

1930-39) *!B6th wings Of the Socialist movement 
have publicly charged the Workers Alliance with 
complete dominatiori by the Communist Party. The 
Socialist g^up under the leadership of Norman 
Thomas made such a chargej likev/ise. the Socialist 
faetido Jmovm as the Social-Democratic Federation 
vjhich split f rpm the Norman Thomas group 

"Tha Workers' Alliance (since ' " 

April, 1936) is cited as pursuant 

to Executive Ofder 10450. 

On September l 6 j, 1963 j the files of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, were 
checked by Dives tigatiye Clerk Wayne iloiland 
and the following pertinent references vrere not 
checked against the original source: 
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of the 
Public 
of the 
1934 . 



iroimn M. Thomas was listed' as a Membe 
Board of Directors' of the. America. » P^nd for 
Service (Garland Fund^^ accoi*ding to reports 
organization dated I'Jay^. 1931 and Uoveinber. 



According to the "Daily Worker ” of 
December 21, 1955 (pages 1 and 8) > Horman Thomas 
was a signef of a petition asldLns £^or Christmas 
amnesty for 16 men and wpmen imiirisoned nhder 
the Smith, Act arid also urged the President to hold 
in abeyance further proceedings under the Smith 
Act. 



„ , February .23-, I960 issue of the "Novf 

York Times" contained, a letter from Worman Thomas 
in .'which Ihomas requested a medical parole for 
henry Winston* 

According to: a letterhead; August 21, 

, l9o2, Norman Thomas was listed as a sponsor of a 

dinner held in New York City on October 12, 1962 
in honor of iodise Pettiborio Smithy's 75th .birthday 
and the late Eoyal W, France and in protest against- 
the Jlc Carran Act, 

According to the 'i^atibnal Guardian'i : 
October 22> 1962 (page 5)> Norman Thomas, spoke at 
a dinner honoring Professor Louise P. Smith and. 
Royal Prance, llhomas characterized, the Me Carran 
and Smith Acts hs a "disgrace to .6ur administratioii 
of justice". 

‘'The Worker"* Midweek Edition of November 
Pi 19.62 (page 5) carried a story that Norman Thomas 
Whs featured in a film documentary made for showing 
to the United States. Parole ^afd ip the hope of 
, convincing its members to. free Morton .Sobell, 



\ 



\ 

\ 
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Kdrman Thonias 



!Hie film viais produced under thet ndme of Vjeritas 
Produdtiohs and the Sobell Conaittee was pa:^'ifig 
the cost of the prints » 1 

®iQ"PeopIes World" of December 3^ i960 
(page 9) Hated Koi^a Thomas as one of the sponsors 
of a coherence held in Washington >. ,D». C, ho. 
formulate plans to ti^ to secure *felease pf- Norton 
Sobell, As shown In' the program- foir '^Freedom' 

Weekend "i dated Kpvember 19-21;^ l96o;>; this 
conference was sponsored by the Committed to 
Secure Justice for Norton 'Sobell'.. 

The"jPeoples Worlil* is a westt coast 
Communist newspaper 

According to &"petitlori a.ttached. to a 
letterhead dated ^Iar,ch 9 a 196^1* Norman Thomas 
was listed, among the petitioners in, an ^'Appeal, 
to Stop the .Spread of Nuclear Weapons " ajrid " 
distributed- by the National Council of Araerican- 
Soviet i^iendship. 

According to the December .4^ 196I issue 
of the”Natio7>al GUaidiaH' (page 8), Noi^n Thomas 
had signed a petition in behalf of Bfhdeh and 
Wilkinson. =- 

Carl Braden and Prank Wilkinson 
\ibvg. convicted for .contempt, oD 
Congress in tlnlted .States District 
Courti Atlan(a» -Geo:^ia> and 
sentchced tb serve one yedr 
lii prison* Their conivictlons 
Were^upheld by to Supreme Court 
of the United States oii February 

27 j 1961. . ' 
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Koiraan ihopis 




Albef.ta Ahern, 2311 Payne 
Street^ Lpuisvllle, Kentucty, 
a :self-hdmifcted mi^nber of the 
CP, USA in Louisville, Kentucky 
fron January, 1951 ^JO December, 

1954, on December 11 and. 13, 1954 
■testif led In Jefferson County, 
Kentucky Circuit Court, Louisville',. 
Kentucky, that she had knovm Carl 
Braden as a leading Ineraber of the 
CP, USA in. Louisville, Kontuclcy 
during the period her membership. 






On September 17> ^952^ a t\felfth source 
advised that ]^apk Wilkinson vras a' 

CP member as of Sc]^tember, 1952. 



\ 
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APPEIDIX 



At^RICAH FU::D l?OR PUELIO SERVICE. rGAREAl^D MJNP) 



Th< 



''aaide to SubVQrsive Organizations and 



WDlicationsj ' revised and published as of Deceinber I. 
190 I, prepared and released by the Coxnmittee oh Un- 
American Activities^ United States -House of Represen't-- 
atiyes> Uashingtoni. D. C., contains the following 
concerning the American Fund; for Public Service 
(Garland PundJj 




« 1 . 



‘Established ih 1922 * * ^ it was a 
jnajor source for the financing, of 
Cpteimunist Party enterprises* .such as 
the Daily Worker and Hew Masses, 
official -Coniniuinist. publications-, ' - 

.Federated PresS, 'tossiah Reconstruction 
FShn's-i and intematidnal Labor l»efenso,^. 

' Ifilliain Z. poster# present chairman# 
Coranunist“;Party, .and $COtt Nearing# 

^ a leading writer for the Party, served ‘ 
'on the board of directors of the Fund, 
(special Committee bn Un-American 
Activitios#,HovtseReportl311- 
on the ;CIO Political Action 
- ponunittee,’l4arch 29 , 1944, 

- :Pp., T 5 and 76*):" 
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APPENDIX 



AMERICAK STUDBIT UNION 

“Guide to Subyersiy.e Organization^ and 
publications j, " reyised and ^published as oX December^ 1> 
19olj prepared and released, by the Conunittce on Un*r 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives,- -Washington, D, C», contains the foilov/ing 
concOiiiing the American Student .Union: 

^'1, Cited as a Comiaunist front which was 

> the result of a united front gathering 
of young Socialists and Communists-' in 
Columbus, Ohio in 1935. The Young 
Communist League took credit for the 
creation of the organization, which 
offered free trips to the Soviet 
Union • it clhimed to have led- as 
many as 500>OQO students oUt in. 
annual April 22 strikes in the United 
States. 

(Special. Committee oh Un-American, 
Acti^^itiC3'> Ainnual Report,. House 
Report 2, Jantiaiy 3>. 1939, 
alBQ cited in Annual Reports, 

House Report 1476, January 3, 

1940, .p.9. House Report 2277, 

June 25, 1942, p.l6j and in Hoube 
Report 1311 on the CIO; Politibal 
Action Committee, Karch 29, 1944, 
p, 159). / . , 

“2. Cited as. subversive and' un-pAmerlcan, 

(Special Subcommittee of the House 
. Committee On Appropriations, Report, 
April .21, 1943, P.3.)" 
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Nprnian. ihpnas 

. APPENDIX 

9. 'A ' 

CHAMPIOII OF. YOtmr (OR CHAHPIOn) 

The "Qulde to Subypraive Organizations and 
PubIications> Revised, and published as of December 1, 
ISolf: pjpeparpd, and released by the Coimhittee on Un- 
Mei’ican Activities, United’ Staten liouse- pf, Eepresent- 
atives, Washington,. D, C,, contains the 'fbilbwing 
•concerning Champion bf Youth (or Chpinpion;) : _ 

*'1» 'Official orcan of the Young .Commvthist 
League and also of the International' 
Workers Order, • - 

(Special jCoitjmlttee pn yn-American. 
.ActiYltib's.,; Anniial Ropoirti^ Housa 
. Report 2277, Jttne 25 > 1^42, p*lTi 
- . , also cited in hbusp Report 1311" 

bn thp. Cip ‘Political Action 
ObinmitteeA ^lhrch 29^ 1944 > 















"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL 
and JULIUS ROSENBERG in June, 1953 j the ’Communist 
campaign assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort 
centered upon MORTON SOBEEL, 'the ROSENBERGS’ codefendant. 

The National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg 
Case - a Communist front which had been conducting the 
campaign in the United States - was reconstituted as the 
National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in 
, Chicago in October, 1953 j and ‘then as the National 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the 
Rosenberg Case’. ..." 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated December 1, 1961 , issued, by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page II 6 .) 

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature 
issued by the Committee. In March, 1955 > the current name, 
'Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first 
appeared on literature issued by the Committee. 

The Address Telephone Directory for the Borough 
of Manhattan, Nev;'York City, as published by the New York 
Telephone Company, on April I 6 , 1963 , lists the "Committee ' 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" (CSJMS) as being 
located at 940 Broadway, Nev/ York, Nev/ York. * 
















nprman Thonas 

, - APPBIDIX 
CONSUMERS*. IIAgIOI?AL FEDERATIOII 




The. "Guiae to Subversive Organizatioiis )and 
Publication^^'* rovispd and pul?lished as of JOeceiiibGr 
.1961 j prepared and released, tjie Committee on Un- 
American Activitiesi United States House of Represent- 
atives, Uashinston, D. C., contains, the following 
concerning Cpnsamers* National Federation; 



"1. Cited as a Communist fronts 

(Special Committee on. Un-American 
Activities, House Report l5ll x>n 
the CIO Political Action Committee, 

Iteh’29, 1944,. p.15^.)’' 
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is. APPBIDIX 

*‘i)AILY WORKER” , ■ 



ThGf '^JDaily Worker^' vkis Easfc .Coast 
Communist daily newspaper which {Suspended p^uhlicaljibn 
on January 13> 1958, 
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APPENDIX 







LOUISE PETTIBONE SMITH 
75TH BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE, 

Also known as Louise P. 

Smith Birthday Committee, ^ 

The Royal W. France Memorial Fund 

Tto July 19 . 1962, a sourc0mf&e available 
informatibron letterhead statione^ 

Council of American-Soviet 

Julv 14, 1962, that the Louise Pettibone Smith Birthday 
Committee (LPSBC) had been recently formed through coop- 
eration of the American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born (ACPPB), the NCASP and the Religious Freedom 
Committee (RFC) to hold a birthday dinner for pUISE 
PETTIBONE SMITH on October 12, 19^2, at the Hotel Astor, 

New York City. The affair was to be an independent and 
individual sponsorship." ^ 

Fto Julv 11, 1962, a second sourc^m^e available 
a letter Winted on the stationery of the~^uise Pettibone. 
Smith 75th Birthday Tribute (LPSBT) dated June, 19o2, and 
signed "RUTH C. PRANCE (Mrs. ROYAL W. PRANCE), 

Executive Secretary. This letter 

will be used to launch a renewed effort ^^f or the defeat 
of the Me Carran Internal Security Act. 

t The second source on July 11, 19^2,^ made available 
resume of the activities of LOUISE^PETTIBONE SMITH 
issued by the LPSBC vjhich states that "for bhe past twelve 
years she has served as Honorary Co-Chairman of the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. ^ 

Pto September 26, 1962, the second sour^made 
availabie-a letter dated September, 1962, printed on 
letterhead stationery of "The Royal W. Prance Memorial 
Fund," Room 405,, 49 East 21st Street, Jew York 10, New 
York. The letter contains information that at the time 
of his death, July 10, 1962, ROYAL W. FRANCE was working 
on plans for the LPSBT to be held on October 12, 1962, 
and it seemed fitting that a tribute to his memo^ 
be held at this affair in the form of a fund, with the 
money to be used in the fight to defeat the^ Me C^ran Act. 

February 5, 1963. a third sourc^advised that 
the Royal W. France Memorial Fund, the LPSBT, as well as 
the ACPPB and Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade (VALB; 
occupy Room 405 at 49 East 21st Street^, New York, New Yqt . 
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APPENDIX 



LOUISE PETTIBONE SMITH 
75TH BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE, 

Also knovm as Louise P. 

Smith Birthday Committee, 

The Royal W. Prance Memorial Fund 






The ACPPB, the NCASP and the VALB have been 
designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 



On March 15, 196S> a fourth source made 
available a copy of a letter dated March 7 , 1963, 
signed RUTH C. FRANCE which indicated more than 
$3,500 was being held in the Royal V/. France Memorial 
Fund to be used for legal fees to press the fight against 



the Me Carran 

/"on February 25, 1963. a fifth source^^ised 
the checKtng account for the LPSBT was closed March 19, 
1963, and the balance of the account was transferred to 
the Royal W. France Memorial Fund. 



Information from the fifth, source is not to 
be -made public except in the usual proceedings following 
the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. The person to 
be subpoenaed is I I Assistant Manager, 

Chemical Bank, New York Trust company, 29th Street and 
Park Avenue, South, New York City. The source no longer 
has the original documents in v?hich the check information 



was obtained. 






Fa sixth source advised on May 28, 1963 .^ the 
Royal W.Hprance Memorial Fund continues to be located in 
Room 405 at 49 East 21st Street, New York City. 
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The "Guide to Subv^ersive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961 , prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the follov/ing con- 
cerning the "National Guardian" : 

“National Guardian 

" 1 ; 'established by the American Labor 
.Party in 194? as a "progressive" 
weekly * * *. Although it denies 
having any affiliation with the 
Communist Party, it has manifested 
itself from the beginning as a virtual 
official propaganda arm of Soviet Russia.* 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, Trial by Treason; The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
ROSENBERGS and MORTON S03ELL, August 25, 
1956 , p.' 12.)" 
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APPSIDIX 



KElf MSSES 




!EhQ "Guide to Subyerslye. OrganizatlonsLcui« 
Publications > " revised and published as of Decembdv 
19olj prepared and released by the •.Committee ' on Un- 
itaerican Activities > United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D. C., Oontains the following 
conceiving New Claeses : 



"1. »IJew MasseS> a v/eblcljr put)licationy * * ^ 
yias an officially controlled organ, of 
the (Communist) Party which dealt 
principally v;ith problems in the 
arts ahd sciences from the Party _ 
poist of view*' 

(Subversive Activities Control 
Board, Docket Do. 108r53, 

Report and Order sv^ith respect 
to. the Veterans of the Abraham, 
Lincoln. Brigade, December 21. 

1955> J>.8.) 

^'2. A ’Communist periodical. ' 

(Attorney General Prancis .Biddle, 
Congressional . Record, .September 
2ii, I942i p.7i588.)- 

’’3. 'Nationally plrculated weekly Journal 
of the. Communist Party * * * whose 
owership was vested in the American 
Fund for Public Service ' (Garland 
Fimd),. 

(Special, Committee on Un-Araericah 
Activities, House Report 13ll on 
the CIO Political Action Committee, 
March 29, 1944, %>p. 48 and 75J 
also cited in Ah^iual Reports,. 

House Report 2> January 3 , 1939, 
p. 86. j: and House. Report 2277, 

June '25, 194^,. pp. 4 and 21. ) ’’ 
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"Guide lip JSubver;?iye Orsenizations arwl ' 

Publicatipriff^ ".yevlseil and published as o£“ Deceahesj- 
196 i> prepared and. yeleased by bM- Coroanlttee on. TJh- 
^eriPan Actiyitles^ United States Hpusd pt liepyesent- , ^ 

ativGSj Uaohlh3fcon> p,c./bhntainS thdlpllov/iiis 
cpncdwiinij the pede3?afcGd P2?esst " 

"I, Cited da a Consnsvaiist-controliejl orcanizatioii 
financed i;he ^erican, Pvmd f er .pubiip. 
j ;Seyvlce ah<l .the ^ebert i^ayshalit Pomidatieh^ 
boi?^ principal hpuyc.eo: op funda cejnmurtisi; 
enterprises * 

(Sjieclal Cparaittee- pn lJn-Ainerican. 4^^ 

House Hepor^ 1311 .on the CIO political 
•Acti'or^ OoinKlittaei-, jarch Z9j. ,pp. 76 / 

- 1^3, : . V ' . ~ 

-3 , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

"2. Cited a® a' *Poi^^^s^”b^ontrolled‘\n<^T/a Syh^laate. 
"(senate Judieiariy Cojnqittee^. Senate nepoa4. 
2d50 op, tiid Institute tt Pacific gelations, 

- ' . jul^S^ X932ypp, $5 and \ ' 

'*3» 'Certaih- Coaiiuhlst^ fronts .are orcanized f.6? "bha 
pu^ppe of - projnulsatins .Cotmunidt 'ddea&- •apd iais*r 
infpyBafcioh into thS‘ bloodstfeaia pf pubiic 
opinion, JSxanpleS of -SUch orsaaizatlons are 
the **i^'Pedei:^ted Press* - . 

(mtemal security SubcPpsaittea op the 
Senate ^ddicia^ Casnaitteev Hahdbopltf for ,, 
Aaericans> S* ioo . lljj, April 1956^ - - 
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Konnan ffiipnas 

h- APPENDIX , 

RUSSm M?Oi?S!l!R(JCTION PAK'IS . INC. 

The "Guide to SuWersivo- Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of Deceiaber 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Dh— 
American Abtivities, United States House of Represent- 
ativejs,. Washington, D. c*, contains the jPollowlng 
concerning the Russian Reconstridctidn. Farms, Indi t 




”1,. Cited as a Communist enterprise which 
was directed bjr Harold l^^are, son of 
the well-knoxnx Communist Ella Reeve 
Bloor< It received funds fo^om the . 
Garland Fund* 

(Special* Cpmmittee on . Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1-311 on 
thp CIO Fbiitical. Action Committeei 
Jiarch ,29> 19:44, pr7&.]'" 
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APPBlDiX 

SCOTTSBiORa iDSPJE'ISE COMMITTEE 

— ——I I ■ ■ b 5 

Tvt.,. ^ ^fhe "GMii^e to Subversive ,«t,u 

Publications," revised ani published as .of December- 1, 
I90I, prepared ar»d released by the Committee on Urt- 
AmerlcSh Activities, United Stateb House of Bepresent- 
atiyes, V/ashingtph, D. Cf., contains the fpllowins 
condeming the '.ScottsborO Defense Committee : 




"i. ^Cited as a Communist fr^nt. 

(Special Comnilttee on UrirAinerican 
Activities, Vhmual Report, House 
Report 2, January 3', 1939* p.82; 
and House Report I 311 on the CIp 
Politica'l Action Committee, 
mrch 29*- 194^,- p.l7T^i)“ ’ 
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Koman Thonias 

APPENDIX . _ 

mgTED STAT^ .COIIQRESS AGAlilST WAR 

Subversive Oi^anizatlons and 
Publication, revised and published as of December i> ’ 
1901, prepared and, released by the Committee on Un~ 
.^erican Activities, Uplted States House of* Reprooeht— 
atives, Washington, D» C.i qpntains the following 
concerning ’United States Congress Against War ? 

*'i, 'The itoerican Dcague Against. VJhr and- 
Pasclsm was formallir organized at- 
the First United States Congress Against 
Vfar and Fascism held in JJew York City, ' 
September 29. to October JL > Z533 .*» > * 

The program of the fi:pst congress 
' called for the end ..of the Roosevelt 
policies of imperialism and. for the 
support of the’ peabe poiiciesi of the' 

Soviet Union for opppsition to all " 

• Attempts to wPakest the Soviet. Union.* 
dtbsequent congresses 1934 and 1935 
reflected the ’same. 'Program, ' 

. (Attorney Cehoral Francis Biddle, 
Congressional Record, September ’ 

24, 1942, p,' 7^83.,J, ' 

"2» 'Convened in St. Nicholas Arena, Nevr 
York City;, on September 29, I933 * * *' 
it was completely under, the control 
of the Conmunist Rirty., Rarl BroWder 
was a leading figure in all' its'. - 

deliberations. .In his report to the 
Communist- .International, Bfowdeir 
stated: ‘The Congress from the 

beginning vrns led bY our party quite 
. openly. • " 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House, Report iSll on 
. the CIO Political Action Committee, 
flarch 29i 1944, p. 119 j also cited ' 
In Annual Reports, House Report 
1476, JanuaiY 3> 1940-, p.ll; and 
House Report 2277>^ June 25>. l94H> 
p, 14.)” 
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VOLUMITEER EOR LIBERTY (SPAIN) 

®ie “Guide to Subversive Orgenlzationo and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1*’ 
1961, prepared and idLea.sed by’ the Committee on Tin-?-" " 
American Activities, United States House of Represeht— 
•atlves, Washlnston, D. C.,,, contains the following' 
concerning Volunteer for Liberty (Spain) : 




"1, ’The official Alb (Abraham Lincoin 
^ Brigade) organ ip, Spain, called the 
Volunteer for Liberty, was supei^is’ed 
by Communists and reflected the 
Commuhist position depicting the 
struggle there as a parallel to the 
war then raging in China and as but 
part of the international struggles 
of communism against fascism. ’ ’ , 

(Subversive Actiylties Control 
Board,; Docket Ho. lOS-SS’i Report 
and Order With reSpect to the 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, December 21, 1955, 
p. I6j see also p. 12Q.) " 
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VOLUNTEER FOR LtSmY (TOUTED STATES) 

Tvv.. . Th? /''Guide to Subversive Organisations , 

publications,'' revised and publiohcl,as of Decenbsa? JL, 
ISol, prepared and released by -tbo Oosmlttee on, Un- 
Anerican Activities, United. Statejsf J^ouse of Bepresont- 
atlves, Washington, J>. C.i contains the follovrins 
concerhins Volunteer for Liberty (UnltedL States) i 

*'1< *The VAIB (Vbt03?aRs of the Abrahoid 
Llncpln Brigade) at this convehtion 
(its initial convention, Beceraber 23- 
24, 1939) adopted as the title of its 
official organ, which states its 
views ahd policies. Volunteer for 
Liberty. This organ is published for 
the national orgariLzatiori in Nejv Yorlc 
and there has also been a Chicago 
supplement by the same name . ' 

(Subversive Activities Contiel 
Bohrd‘, Pocket JJo, l08-53, Report 
and Ordoji' v;ith respect to the 
Veterans of tho Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, Becember 21, 1955^ 
p,26j pee also p; 31 w-)" 
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